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PREFACE. 

The sources from yvkach diej hwFC dcrired tbis ad^ 
tftional and corrective information, arevarious* They 
Iiave made copious extracts from Messrs. Hay, Plow« 
den, and Cowper's histories of this rehelhon, and 
from several proscribed pamphlets, the printing and sale 
of vrhich in f Felaiid,4f dkcoirefed, -might have been co]>- 
sidered treasonable, as they contain many impartially 
narrated facts, which the government wish to conceii. 
•f tmsfepresent. 

As It may be presumed, tiiat flome of out readem 

may not be fully ficqtiainled with the situation of ht^ 

. land, we have, to illustrate the work, prefixed « shcM 

Geographical^ Xopog^phical and Histoacal dfescrip^ 

tion thefeoCi 

With these Addid<Mls, Corrprttnnt •jnA Alterations^, 
ihe Publishers ao^ present to their free and enUghten<» 
cd countrymen, Gordon's History of the Irisil 
B^voLUTioN., as the most impartial, faithful, .and in-^ 
teresting histoiy on that subject, now .extant. In this 
^voured country only, could such an one be printed ; 
as, here, .the . Liberty of the Press, unfettered by the 
arbitrary hand of power, diffuses ^hejrays of truth andl 
impartial information, throughout our happy land*. 

fiALTiMORS^ 'Marchf 1803, 



A. SHORT 

HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION 

OF 

IRELAND. 

m EXTEOT — ^RrVERS— HBAYS HARBOURS— ' 

LAWSS-^POPULATION— RELIGION GOV- 
ERNMENT -CLIMATE SOIL CITIEl?— • 

Ti)WNS CURIOSITIES LITERATURE, SfC. 

Names.] X HE large and fertile Island of Ireland, 
being situated to the west of Great Britain, was discov- 
ered by the Phieaicians, as early as the sister Island; and 
it appears that it was known to the Grjceks by the 
name of Ju VERM A 9 about two centuries before the 
birth of Christ. When Ceesar made his expedition 
into Britain, he describes Hiberki a as being about half 
the size of the Island which he had explored ; and, 
while the Romans maintained their conquests in the 
latter region. Ireland continued, of course, to be 
well known to them, and Ptolomy has given a map of 
the Island, the general shape, rivers, and promon- 
taries of which, are delineated with as much accuracy 
fts could have been expected at so remote a period* 
Towards the decline of the Western. Empiie, the 

B 



6 HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION 

Romans discovered tliat the ruling people in Ireland 
were the Scotia ; and thenceforth the country began 
to be termed Scotia , an appdlation retained by the 
monastic writers till the eleventh century, when the 
name Scotia having passed to modern Scotland, the 
ancient name of Hibernia began to re-assume its honors. 
It is supposed that this name, and the Gothic denomi- 
nation, Ireland, are modifications of the native term 
EaiN, implying the Country of the West. 

Divisions.] Ireland is divided into four prcvuices. 
On the north, lies Ulster; on the east, Leinster ; on 
the south, Munster; and the west, Connaught. 
The subdivisions tire counties, of which the following 
is a list. 



/"Donegal, 
Londonderry, 
Antrim, 
Tyrone, 
Fermanagh, 
Monaghan, 
Armagh, 
Down, 
Cavan. 



fLouth, 
I Meath, 
I Longford, 
) Wcstmeath, 
i 1 Dublin, 
g ^ King's County, 

Kildare, 
H Queen's County, 
•^ Wicklow, 
Carlow, 
Kilkenny, 
L Wexford. 



X 

o 

< 



^Leitrim, 

Sligo, 

Mayo, 

Galway^ 
.Roscommon. 



r Clare, 
' g Tipperary, 
S J Waterford, 
g \ Limerick, 
S Cork, 

I^Kcrxy. 
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v Extent.] The extent of this noble Island » about 
300 miles in length, and about 160 in breadth. The 
contents, in square miles, may be computed at 30,370 
£n^iflh miles. 

PoPUiATiON,] The population of Ireland, ac» 
cording to the committee of the Irish Catholic Bill^ 
and some late writers, amount to Five Million inhab« 
itants; but the most authentic documents seeoi to 
restrict the number to about Four Millions and a 
Half. 

Arm v.] Besides large contributions to the British 
army, Ireland has recently raised and equipped upwards 
of One Hundred Thousand regulars and militia. If 
we suppose every eighth person capable of bearfng 
arras, Ireland might raise a force of more than Five 
Hundred Thousand men. 

Religion.] The conversion of Ireland to Christi- 
anity, -was followed by the erection of a vast number 
of grand monasteries, which prodnced such a number 
of men for piety and leaining, that Scotia or Ireland, 
became celebrated all over Christendom. The legal 
religion of Ireland, at present, is that of the Church 
of England ; but it is computed that more than two 
thirds of the people are catholics ; and of the remain* 
ing third, the presbyterians are supposed to constitute 
more than one half. 

Government.] In Ireland the King governs by 
deputy; and lus Lord Lieutenant, or Viceroy, is 
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competent to die executioii of the laws; or in hit aln 
sence^ or on his xiecease, the Lords Juidces are ^ 
supreme gOTernors, The laws are enacted by autho* 
litjr of the two houses of parliament, under the name 
of the Parliament of the United Empire of the British 
Isles. 

Climate, Seasons, and Soils.] The climate 
of Ireland diiFers not much from that of England,, 
excepting that it is more temperate as to heat and cokl ; 
but its air is more humid, from the adjoining Atlantic, 
which is one of the worst and most inconyenieut cir« 
cumstances attending it. This unavoidable evil, from 
natural causes, is aggravated by the increase of it from 
others, which is both moral and political. From cruel 
and unjust oppressions* the hand of industry hath 
been long idle, in a country, where almost every ad- 
vantage might be obtained from its labour, and where 
discouragements on the labourer, mart necessarily 
produce a state of languor. Ever since the neglect of 
agriculture in the ninth century, the rains of so many 
ages, subsiding on the lower grounds, have converted 
most of the extensive plkins into mossy morasses, 
and near a tenth part of this beautiful Isle is become a 
lepository for stagnated waters, which, in the course 
of evaporation, impregnate the air with noxious ez^ 
halations.* But, in many respects, the climate of 
Ireland is more agreeable than that of England : the 

* 0*Connor*s Dissertations. 



* OF IRELAND. 9 

l^ramcr being cooler, and the Winter less severe. The 
piercing frosts, the deep snows, and the dreadftil 
Elects of thunder and lightning, which are so frequent* 
fy observed in the latter kingdom, are seldom ezperi* 
^ced here*. 

The dampness Above alluded to, being peculiarij" 
ftvorable to the growth of grass, has been used as aa 
ai^nacnt why the inhabitants should confine their at-* 
tention to Ac raising of Cattle, to the total descrtioa 
fif tillage, and injurious to the consequent growth of 
population ;. but the soil is so infinitely various, as to 
be capable of almost every species of cultivation suit* 
9blc to such latitudes, with a fertility equal to it^ 
variety. This is so conspicuous, that it has been 
observed by a resectable English traveller, that " na* 
toral fertility,, aerc for acre, over the two kingdoms, 
16 certainly in favour of Ireland; of this there can 
scarcely be a doubt entertained, when it is considered 
tliat some of tiie most beautiful, and even best culti«» 
vated counties in England, owe almost every thing to* 
tbe capital,. arts,«and encouragement of its laws/' 

We shall conclude this article with the further sentH 
ments of the same author (Mr« Ypupg,) whose knoW'* 
ledge of the subject,, acquaintance with the kingdomjn 
4iid candor, are upimpeachable,- 

** The ciccumstaunce which strikes me, as the 
9%«itest mngokrity ^f Ireimit W this ropkiaess of the^ 
spU^ wlMcb 4iouId 8^^i|i« at; ^t ^igjat, against th»t 

B a 



10 HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION 

degree of fertility ; but the contrary is the feet. Stoiie: 
is so general, that I have good reason to believe, the 
whole Island is one vast rock of different strata and 
kinds, rising out of the sea. I have rarely heard of 
any great depths being sunk without meeting with it. 
One cannot use, with propriety, the terms clay, loam^ 
sand, &c. it must be a stoney clay, a stoney loam, a 
gravelly sand. 

«« Friable sandy loams, but fertile, are very com- 
mon, and they form the best soils in the kingdom for 
tillage and pasturage. 

•* Sand, which is so common in England, and yet 
more common through France, Germany and Po- 
land, quite from Gibraltar to Petersburg, is na where 
met with in Ireland, except in narrow slips of hillocks^ 
upon the sea coast. Nor did I ever meet with, or hear 
0f a chalky soil. 

« Besides the great fertility of the soil, there are 
other circumstances which come within my sphere to 
mention. Few countries can be better watered by 
large and beautiful rivers ; and it is remarkable, that 
by much the finest parts of the kingdom are on the 
bank»of these rivers. Witness the Suir, Blackwater, 
the Liffey, the Boyne, the Nore, the Barrow, and 
the Shannon ; they wash a scenery that cannot be 
exceeded. \ ^ " 

** The mountains of Ireland give to travellxiig, that 
interesting variety which » flat country can ne^cr 



OF IRELAND. 11 

abound w^. And, at the same time, tbey are not 
in such a number as to confer the usual character of 
poYtrty, vfhida. usually attend them ; but the moun-* 
tains here aie clothed with verdure, and have the 
softest and most beautiful turf imaginable. I was 
cither upon, or very near, the most considerable in 
the kingdom. Maugerton, and the Reeks in Kerry ; 
the Galties, in Cork ; those of Mourncj in Down ; 
Crow Patrick and Nephin, in Mayo ; these are the 
principal in Ireland, and they are of a character in 
height and sublimity which should render them the 
object of every traveller's attention. Pasturage, and 
meadow ground abound in this kingdom ; but tillage^ 
from political causes, is too much discountenanced, 
though the ground is excellent for the culture 'of all 
kinds of grain ; and in some of the northern parts of^ 
the kingdom, abundance of hemp and ffax are raised, 
a cultivation of infinite advantage to the Hneii manu- 
facture. Ireland rears vast numbers of black cattle 
and sheep, and the Irish wool is excellent. The pro-i 
digious supplies of live cattle, beef, pork, bacon, 
butter, cheese, tallow, raw hides, tanned leather, 
dried soap, candles, fish, lead, copper ore, &c, broad- 
cloths, freezes, fine stuffs, wool, and linen, with 
many other things too tedious to mention, shipped 
.and carried to all parts of the world, afford the 
strongest proofe of the natural fertility of die Irish 

soa.'* 
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RivE&s, Ba V89 Hahbours and LatKes^] The nyLm 

merous rirers^ jenchanting lakes, and spacious hays, 
commodious havens, harbours and creeks, with which 
Ireland abounds, greatly enrich and beautify, this 
country. 

The Shannon issuer from lough Allen, in the 
county of Leitrem, serves as a boundary between 
Connaught and the three other provinces,Vand after a 
course of tSO miles, forming in its progress many 
beautiful lakes, it falls into the Atlantic Ocean ^ 
between Kerry-Point and Loophead, where it is nine 
miles broad. The Ban ^Ils into the ocean near 
€oleraine : the Boyne falls -Into St. George's Channel 
at Drogheda, as does the LifFey at the bay of Dublin, 
an inconsiderable river, ennobled by the capital^ 
where it forms a spacious harbour. The Barrow, the 
Norc, and the Suire, water the south part of the 
kingdom, and, after uniting their streams below Ross^ 
they fall into the channel, at Waterford haven. 

But the bays, havens, harbours^ and creeks,, whick 
every where indent the coast, form the diief glory o£ 
Ireland^ and render this country beyond any other in 
Europe best fitted for foreign commerce. The most 
considerable are those of Carrickfergus, Strangford^ 
Dundrum, Carlingford,Dundalk, Dublin, Waterford, 
Dungarven, Cork, Kinsale, Baltimore, Glandore, 
Dunmanus, Bantry,. Kenmore, Dingle, ShannoaW 
mouth, Galway, Sligo. Donegall^ KiUebegs, Lough<«^ ' 
Swilly, mi Lough-Foylc*. 
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IrelaDd contains a vast number of Lakeff, or a» ibtf 
were formerly called^ Loughs^ particalarly in the pro* 
▼iiiGes of Ulster and Coanaugbt. Mmj of them 
produce large quantities of fine fish : and the great 
Ue Ncagh^ between the counties of Antrim and 
Opwnp i» remarkable for its petrtfying quality,- 
Some ofthe Irish kkes afford the most beautiful and 
romantic prospects, particularly that of Killarney» 
which takes its name from a small town m the county 
of Kerry. This lake, which may be divided int^ 
three^is entirely suriounded wiUi mountains, rocks 
and precipices*, the immense decEvities of which ara 
covered with woods, intermixed with evergreens* from 
near th^r tops to the lakes themselves ; among which 
91 number of rivulets tumbling over the precipices, 
smie ^m heights of little less than 300 feet. On 
the top of one of the surrounding mountains is a smalt 
round lake of about a quarter of a naile in diameter, 
called the Devil's P«nch*Bowl. From the surface of 
the kke^to the top of the cavity, or brim of the 
bowl, may be about firom three to four hundred yards, 
and when viewed from the circular top, has a most 
astonishing appearance* 

The depth ofit is vastly great, but not unfathom* 
able, as the natives pretend. The discharge of the- 
superfiuous waters' of this bowl through a chasm into 
the middle lake, forms one of the finest cascades in 
the worid, visible for 150 yards. Tke echoes among 
tbehyta surrounding the southern parts of the lake^ 
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which are mostly enclosed^ are equally delightful and 
astonbhing. It is diversified with upwards of three 
hundred isles, most of them well wooded, inhabited 
and beautified by the ruins of many noble monasteries. 
The proprietor , The Earl of Kenmore, has placed 
tome cannon in the most proper places for the amuse-* 
ment of travellers ; and the discharge of these pieces is 
tremendous, resembling most the Tolling of a vio- 
lent.peal of thunder, which seems to travel the sur- 
rounding scenery, and die away among the distant 
mountains. Here, also, musical instruments, especi- 
ally the horn and trumpet, afford the most delightful 
entertainment. 

Curiosities.] Were the beautiful glens, and sub- 
terraneous caverns in Ireland, less numerous, they 
might readily be admitted as rarities. 

Of the most singular, the Giants Causeway must be 
distinguished as the greatest natural curiosity, being 
the most remarkable one of its kind in the known 
world. The name of it may naturally convey to us 
the idea of some stupendous work of art. To con- 
ceive a proper idea of this unparallelled curiosity, we 
may imagine an approach to it from the Sea ; its first 
appearance is that of a bold rocky shore, with exten^ 
sive ranges of shelving, on which people may walk. 
The rocks instead of being disposed in laminae, or 
strata, form basaltcs, or angular columns. The adja- 
cent coast is verdant, but precipitous ; and from it the 
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Causeway projects into the sea, to an unknown extent. 
The part explored is about 600 feet in length ; the 
breadth from 240 to 120 ; the height about 36 feet above 
the level of the strand. It consists of many thousand 
pillars, mostly in a vertical position ; some of them 
high, others broken, and for a considerable space, of 
an equal height, so as to form a pavement. The 
columns, generally, are pentagonal, and arc so closely 
attached to each other, that, though perfectly distinct 
from top to bottom, scarcely any thing can be intro- 
duced between them. Towards the N. E. is what is 
called the organ, consisting of fifty pillars standing by 
themselves ; that in the middle is 50 feet high, the 
others gradually diminishing-. 

On a minute examination, each pillar is found to be 
separable into several joints, whose articulation is 
neat and compact beyond expression, the convex ter- 
mination of one joint always meeting a concave 
socket in the next ; besides which, the angles of one 
frequently shoot over those of the other, so that they 
are completely locked together, and can rarely be sepa- 
rated without ft fracture of some of their parts. 

These arc the obvious external cliaracters of this 
extraordinary pile of basaltes, observed and described 
with wonder by every one who has seen it. But it is 
not here that our admiration should cease ; whatever 
the process was, by which nature produced that beau- 
tiful and curious arrangement of pillars so conspicuous 
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about the Giants Causeway ; the cause, far from be- 
ing limited to that spot alone, appears to have extend* 
-ed through a large tract of country, in every direction* 
insomuch that many of the common quarries for seve* 
ral miles around, seem to be only abortive attempts 
towards the production of a Giants. Causeway. 

Caves.] In the neighbourhood of Kilkenny are % 
number of caves, which are supposed to be equal to 
any in the world ; those of Antiporos, in the Archi" 
pelago excepted. The following extract is from a 
description of them, written by a gentleman on tltt 
spot. 

«* After a difficult descent of about one hundred 
feet, the entrance into this subterraneous world is gain« 
cd. The appearance of the first cavern is uncommon* 
ly awful, and gives rise to the idea of a grand gothic 
structure in ruins. The solemnity of this place, is 
not a little increased^ by the gaiety of those scenes that 
present themsielves on every side previous to our enters 
ing it. The circumference of this cave, is not less 
than 200 feet, and its height about 60. 

** This place is not destitute of inhabitants, for im- 
mediately upon entering into it, you are surprised 
with a confused noise, which is occasioned by a mul- 
titude of wild pigeons. Hence there is a passage to- 
wards the left, which introduces the spectator to a 
place far more curious than the rest* On entering into 
it, one is alQx>st induced to bdUeve pAe's «df situated 
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in an ancient temple, decorated with all the cxpehce 
of art : yet, notwithstanding the beauty and splendor 
' that catches the eye on every side, there is something 
of solemnity in the fashion of the place, which must 
be felt by the most inattentive spectator. The floor, 
in many parts, Ts covered with a crystaline substance ; 
.the sides are incrusted with the same, wrought in a 
taste not unlike the inverted pyramids of the same 
- elegantly white and lucid matter. When you quit 
« this curious apartment, the guides lead you for a 
• considerable way through winding places, until a 
glimmering light agreeably surprises. Here the jour- 
ney, of above a quarter of a mile, through those parts, 
is ended : but upon returning into the first cavern, the 
entrance into other apartments, less curioiis indeed, 
but as extensive as those we have described, offers it* 
self ; by these we proceed until the noise of a subterra* 
neous river is heard, but farther none have ventured.'* 

Amongst the numerous glens in Ireland, distin- 
guish ed for particular beauty, are two in the county 
of Wicklow. The Glen of the Downsj is apass be« 
tween two vast ridges of mountains covered with 
wood, which have a noble effect ; the vale is no wi-* 
der than to admit the road, a small gurgling river 
almost by its side, and narrow slips of rocky and 
shrubby ground which piu t tliem : in the front, all 
"escape seems denied, by an immense conical moun* 
tain, which rises out of the glen, the scenery is of a 

* most magnifiteht character. 

C 
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The Durgic, is a narrow vale, formed by tbe 
sides of two opposite mountains; the whole thickly 
spread with oak at the bottom : it is narrowed to the 
mere channel of the river, which tgmbles from rock 
to rock. The extent of wood that hangs to the eye 
in every direction, is great, the depth of the precipice 
immense, which, with the roar of the water, form a 
scene truly interesting. In less than a quarter of a 
mile, the road, passing through the wood, leads to 
another point of view to the right ; it is the crown of 
a vast projecting rock, from which you look down 
a precipice absolutely perpendicular, and many hun- 
dred feet deep, upon the torrent, which finds its noisy 
way over large fragments of rocks. At some dis- 
tance below, is a vast chasm in the rock, which seems 
torn asunder, to let the torrent through, that comes 
tumbling over a rocky bed far sunk in a channel embo- 
somed in wood. 

Cities akd Towns] Dublin, the capital of 
Ireland, is in magnitude and number of inhabitants, 
the second city in the British dominions ; and not 
exceeded by any city in Europe for the taste and 
magnificence of its public and private buildings. 
It is situated 270 miles N. W. of London, and near 
60 miles west from Holyhead in North Wales, the 
usual station of passage vessels between England and 
Ireland. Dublin stands about seven miles from the 
sea, at the bottom of a large and spacious bay, to which 
It gives name, upon the river LifFey, which divides it 
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almost into two equal parts, and is banked in with 
•tone through the whole length of the city, on both 
mdesy which forms spacious and noble Quays, where 
vessels, below the first bridge, load and unload before 
the merchants doors and warehouses. The increase 
of Di^blm within these last twenty years is very great. 
It now ^ntaios near 300,000 souls and is daily in« 
creasing both in extent and population. The entrance 
into the harbour, is thought to be one of the most 
beautiful in Eurrope ; and one of the greatest aad most 
laudable undertakings that this age can boast of, is the 
building of a stone wall about the breadth of a. street^ 
ofa proportionable height, and three miles in length 
on each side, to confine the channel of the bay, and 
to shelter vessels in stormy weather. The civil 
government of Dublin, is by a Lord Mayor &c. the 
same as in London. Every third year, the Lord 
Mayor, and twenty-four companies, by virtue of an 
old charter, are obliged to perambulate the city, and 
its liberties, which they call riding the FranchUis ; 
Upon this occasion, the citizens vie with each other in 
riiew and ostentation. 

In this city are two Cathedrals (Christs and St^ 
Patricks) 18 Espicopal churches, 8 chapels, 3 churches 
for French, and 1 for Dutch protestants, 7 presbyt^ 
lian meeting houses, 1 iox methodists, 2 for qfiakers, 
and '19 Roman catholic chapels; 4 nunneries, 1 Jewish 
synagogue, and 14 hospi^s« 
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Ct>]iK is the second city in the kingdam, and capi- 
tal of the province of Munster, governed by a Mayor 
and other magistrates. It is seated on an Island in 
the river Lea. The island is intersected by several 
canals, either natural or artificial, which, being bank- 
ed in, bring up ships almost to t\eTy street, and greatly 
facilitate their trade. The situation of the city is partw. 
]y on a rising ground on the north and south, and the 
middle on a level ; it is three miles long, and two broad, 
and is uncommonly populous for its extent, contain- 
ing 100,000 inhabitants. Formerly, the streets and 
houses were as narrow and inelegant as those of equal 
antiquity ; but the public and private buildings, of 
late years, are in the style of modern elegance, and 
alike declare the improved taste, spirit, and riches of 
the inhabitants, who have beea at all times distin- 
guished for their liberal hospitality and agreeable 
suavity of manners. The trade of Cork is very con- 
siderable, and in times of war it is the great market 
for provisions, from whence the British navy draw aa 
inexhaustible supply. 

Limerick is situated on the Shannon, one of the 
noblest rivers which any European Island can boast, 
and placed in one of the most fertile counties in the 
kingdom. It contains above 50,000 inhabitants, and 
is 92 miles S, W. by W. from Dublin^ and aboHt 70 
miles from the sea. 
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Belfast, though a few years since of inferior or 
second late consequence, now ranks amongst the first 
towns in Ireland ; to which importance it has arrived, 
by the most rapid progress, and for which it is indebt- 
ed to the enterprising activity of its merchants, and. 
from its situation, being the medium, through which- 
are conveyed the imports and exports of a populous 
and manufacturing country, fi'elfast is in the county 
of Antrim, on the river Logan, at its junction with 
the lough of Belfast; it is supposed to contain between 
thirty and forty thousand inhabitants, governed by a 
Sovereign and 12 Burgesses.. 

Waterford is a city of considerable importance,, 
situated on the river Suir. It is the fourth place in 
the kingdom, and has an excellent harbour, where 
ships oif the greatest burden may ride at the quay. It 
suffered gready in the late disorders ; and the inhabi- 
tants cannot now be supposed to exceed 40,000. 
The white glass,, and other manufactures of Waterford, 
are in a flourishing state ; and its exports of beef, pork, 
butter, hides, tallow, corn, &c. are considerable ; to 
which, the extensive inland navigation it has, by 
means of the Nore, Suirc, and Barrow, greatly contri- 
butes ; as it also does to the import trade, from the de- 
mand for foreign commodities in the several rich coun- 
ties and flourishing towns, through which these rivers 
flow-. The trade, it carries on with Newfoundland, and 
of which it enjoys the principal share, is of the utmost 
importance. Some idea of the protision trade here». 
C2 
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may be formed by the vast number of large hogs kill- 
cd, which amount to upwards of 3000 per we^ 
for many weeks together. 

The other considerable towns in Ireland, are. Gal* 
WAT, seated on the noble bay of Gal way, on the 
Western Ocean, 120 miles W« from Dublin, It is a 
county in itself, gOTemed by a Mayor, two Shenfiii, 
and a Recorder. 

Londonderry stands on the river Foyle, and » 
a neat and beautiful city. It has been a Bishop's See 
nearly 600 years. It is £imous for the noble defence it 
made at the Revolution, for 105 days, under the se* 
Yerest famine, against a numerous army. Its trade is 
considerable ; the exports consist of linen, linen-yam^ 
grain, &c. 

Kilkenny is pleasantly situated on the river Norc, 
distant 57 miles S. W. from Dublin, and is governed 
by a. Mayor, Recorder, and Aldermen. 

Wexford, a considerable sea^port town, stands 
near the sea, upon the river Slaney^ It was once 
reckoned the chief city in Ireland, and is more remark- 
able for its ancient and military fisime, than for its pre- 
sent commerce. 

Newry, in the county of Down, is a town of 
considerable consequence; and, by a noble canal 
which joins the Bauan River, bas a communication 
with Lake-Neagh, and all the circumjacent ndgh- 
bourhood. 
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DkoghbdAi seated on the river Boyne, which is 
amgabkfor ships of burden to the quay, is a county 
in itself ; and governed b^ a M^yor, Sherifis, Recor* 
dcr^ and Aldermen* 

And A&MAOH, which is not only one of the great- 
est markets for linen, but is, perhaps, unrivalled by 
any other of equal extent, for the beauty of its public 
buildings, for which it is indebted to the unexampled 
munificence of its Primate. 

Origin or Irelamd,] The Irish Nation appears 
to be of greater antiquity than any other in Europe. 
And several Historical Writers agree, in saying, that 
the Irish have been, from the most remote antiquity, 
a polished people, *' and with propriety they may be 
called the Fathers of Letters." We are even 
told, that Egypt received arts and letters from Neulus 
the Phoenician, who is represented as the great ancestor 
of the Irish nation. Bat these accounts, rests entirely 
on the credit of Christian writers, and their collections 
from old poets, or their transcripts of records deemed 
to have been made in times of Paganism. This nation 
has, in common with other countries, its druidical 
remains ; as circles of stones, cairns, tumuli, in which 
urns are commonly found, cromliachs, &c. and it 
appeiirs, till this day, there remains with their lan- 
guage, a remarkable vestige of their manners and sacri- 
fices ; they kindle fires on high places at midsum- 
mer eve, though Christianity has long since supplant** 
edthe worship of the sun* 
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It is generally known, that, from the remote ages of 
antiquity, the children of men have migrated from the 
east to these parts of the world ; and it has been thought 
by some, that colonies of » that very ancient people, 
the Scythians, and with more appeai*ance of proba- 
bility, that the Phoenicians, or their descendants, the 
Carthaginians, found their way to Spain along the 
Mediterranean, and from thence to this Island, at a 
very early period, under the name of Milesians; 
moreover, that the Phoenicians, who were a n^aratimt 
people, traded to this country. 

The tumuli, or monumental heaps, in Ireland, and 
the name of Scotia,, first applied to this country, have 
been justly considered as derived from the Scythians, 
and with a far more substantial appearance of truth, 
the very curious antiquities of Ireland have been con- 
sidered as remains of the Phoenicians, and the arts 
they introduced. Of these, the most incontestable, 
are the various metal instruments, especially the bra- 
zen swords, which are the same metal and construction,, 
of those lately found upon the plains of Cannse, with 
which the Carthaginians fought. There has been a 
•triking agreement also discovered between the Irish 
and Punic languages.. 

The most noted antiquities of Ireland, are the Pharos, 
or round columnal towers : The learned, however^ 
are not agreed about the particular use to which these 
ediiioQs were applied ; tome say, they were places of 
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penance ; others say, that they were anchorite pillaw, 
sach as Simon Stylties, and his followers, with uncom- 
mon austerity and perseverance, to the amazement of - 
the gazing multitude, used to stand upon, motionless 
like statues, and, as it were, removed from the earthy 
and its lower cares, to meditate only upon Heavenly 
things. 

Literature. The Literature of Ireland has a 
venerable claim to antiquity ; for, as has been already 
mentioned, in the centuries immediately following the 
introduction of Christianity, many writers arose, 
whose works principally consist of lives of Saints, 
and works of piety and discipline, presenting to the 
inquisitive reader many singular features of the history 
of the human mind. The chief glory of the ancient 
Irish literature, arises from the revival of the rays of 
science, after it had almost perished in Europe, on the 
faHl of Roman Empire in the West. The Anglo^Sag^ 
ons, in particular, derived their first illumination from 
Ireland ; and in Scotland, literature continued to be 
the special province of the Irish clergy, 'till the thir- 
teenth century. 

Greece and Egypt, in very remote antiquity, were 
seminaries of learning to the rest of the world ; and 
Ireland, in latter days, seems to have answered the 
same description to the other nations of Europe. 
When the ravages of the Goths and Vandals, had 
desolated the improvements of Europe, and reached 
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also to a considerable extent on the African Continent; 
and when Monkiik Supentitian^ still more baneful to 
science, had completed what the Goths begun^ learn* 
ing appeara to have flourished in Ireland. Spencer 
says, it is certain that Ireland had the use of letters 
very ^ciendy, and long before England ; bethought 
they were derived from the Phoenicians. Bede speaks 
of Ireland, as the great mart of literature, to which 
they resorted from all parts of Europe. He relates, 
that Oswauld, the Saxon King, applied to Ireland for 
learned men, to instruct his people in the principles of 
Christianity. Camden says, it abounded with men of 
splendid genius, in the ages when literature was rejec* 
ted every where else ; according to him and others, 
who wrote at the same time, the abbies Luxleu in 
Burgundy, Roby in Italy, Witzburg in Frankland, 
St. Gall in Swisserland, Malmsbury and Lindisfem 
in England, and Jona in Scotland, were founded by 
Irish Monks. The younger Scaliger, and others, say, 
at the time of Charlemagne, and two hundred years 
before, almost all the learned were of Ireland. The 
first professors in the University of Paris, were from 
this Island : and the great Alfred even brought pro* 
lessors to his newly founded college of Oxford, from 
this country. It wotild be too tedious, to enumerate 
the benefits diffused through various parts of Europe, 
by the numbers of distinguished and learned men from 
Ireland, who imparted the early lights of Science and 
of Christianity, and founded monasteries in various 
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parteof Britaiii, France, and Italj. At this day, the 
Patron Saints, as ibty arc called, of several nations on 
the continent, arc acknowledged to be Irish ; hence 
wc may see, how Ireland obtained the name of Sanctorum 
F atria. Wc have also the testimony of venerable Bede^ * 
tkat, about the middle of the seventh century, whok 
flocks of nobles, and other orders of the Anglo«Sax** 
oDs, retu-ed from their own country into Ireland, 
either for instruction, or for an opportunity^ of living 
in monasteries of stricter discipline : and the Scots (as 
he styles the Irish) maintained them, taught them, 
and furnished them with books, vsrithout fee or re- 
ward: "a most honorable testimony," says Lord 
Lyttleton, ** not only to the learning, but likewise to 
the hospitality and bounty of that nation." Dr. Le- 
lan.d remaks, that a conflux of foreigners to a retired 
island, at a time when Europe was in ignorance and . 
confusion, gave peculiar lustre to this scat of learning ; , 
nor is it improbable or surprising, that seven, thou* 
saad students studied at Armagh, agreeable to the ac- 
counts of Irish writers, though the seminary of Ar- 
magh was but one of those numerous colleges erected . 
in Ireland, and the grand ruins of them, to this day, 
stand as so many learned monuments of the ancient 
and literary fame of the country. Ireland retained the 
name of Scotia, till so late as the fifteenth century, with 
the addition of Major ^ or Vet us ^ to clistinguish it from 
Caledonia or Albania, that is, the present Scotland, 
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which, in the eleventh century, began to be called 
Scotia Minor, as deriving its improvement immediately 
from hence. The ancient Scotch writers, of the 
greatest repute, are so far from denying their Irish 
extraction, that they seem to glory in it ; and King 
James I. in one of his speeches, boasts of the Scotdsk 
dynasty being derived from that of Ireland, 
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An the new world, tlie spirit of Independence 
first awoke from her lonjg trance. The genius 
of Liberty, after establishing the freedom of 
her hardy sons in that remote quarter of the 
globe, traversed the Atlantic Ocean, and - 
winged her flight towards Europe. She first 
allgbted upon the shores of Ireland. The in- 
fluence of that visit ran through the country 
with electrical rapidity. 

At the close of the American Wae, the 
combined fleets of France and Spain were riding 
triumphant in the Irish Channel, and her 
•hores, then destitute of any military force for 
defence, were every moment tkreatened with a 
formidable invasion. 
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In this perilous situation, Ireland was advi- 
sed by the British ministry to defend herself as 
i«rell as she could, as she was left no other re- 
source. The latent spirit of the nation was 
roused at the approach of danger. Upwards of 
one hundred thousand heroes instantly appear- 
ed, self-clothed, self-armed, perfectly equipped 
and appointed, ready to oppose, with dauntless 
courage, the menacing foe that would rashly 
venture to insult their coast. These were the 
crer memorable and ever glorious volunteers of 
Ireland. The enemies of Britain were all at 
once, completely intimidated, they shrunk into 
their ports ; and the shores of Ireland, then too 
commanding for an attempt to land, were left 
unmolested. Her people were united in har- 
monious resolution ; every breast glowed with 
patriotic ardor ; and the salvation of Ireland 
to the sister kingdom, otherwise left to inevita- 
ble destruction, was the consequence. The 
hour of security and social intercourse produ- 
ced reflection. The saviours of their country 
quickly discovered that they existed In a state 
of thraldom to the British Parliam^t. They de- 
manded a redress of grievances ; it could not be 
refused ;. and the national legislature was con- 
iequently declared independent. 
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/rhis great event took place in 1782, and a 
rapid increase of national prosperity succeed- 
ed ; her comnnierce being less shackled, became 
more extensive, and the capital of the island 
improved in splendor and magnificence. But it 
was with the utmost reluctance, and under cir- 
cumstances of imperious necessity, that these 
concessions seemed to be made by the British 
Cabinet, while the most malignant envy ran- 
kled in the bosoms of the enemies of Ireland. 
But there was no alternative. A diffusion of 
liberal sentiment, and an unity of interests, 
had combined men of all ranks and persuasions 
in the common cause. Tlie unhallowed mon- 
ster of religious bigotry could no longer be 
introduced by the gbvernmeiit to fonient pre- 
judice and sow baleful division ; all was con- 
cord and unanimity. But the object of crea- 
ting disunion, and annulling the benefits ob- 
tained, was never lost sight of by the ministry ; 
and the happy state of Ireland continued unin- 
terrupted, only until the dissolution of the vo- 
lunteer associations, (and this was contrived as 
speedily as possible) and until other schemes 
were put in practice to dissipate the union of 
sentiment which so happily prevailed. 



39 HISTORY OF THE 

Much time was not lost, therefore, to put 
every engine of bribery and corruption at work 
for this detested purpose. 

In 1784, the British parliament went the full 
length of annihilating the independence so 
lately acquired, and imposed new restrictioni 
on its trade and manufactures. This treache- 
rous and ungenerous proceeding, excited a sud-t 
den and general indignation among the Irish, 
many of whom extended their views now to a 
wider sphere of political freedom% 

A provincial assembly, as if produced by the 
force of magic, was instantly convened at Dun- 
gan«on, consisting of the representatives of a 
hundred and forty-three volunteer corps, with 
design, among other objects, to plan and peti« 
tion for a parliamentary reform, or a more equal 
representation of the Commons in parliment : 
This meeting, swelled, in 1785, into a nation- 
al assembly, composed of delegates from the 
several counties, and held in Dublin under the 
title of the " Gband Convention.'* , 

The failure of this measure in November^ 
the same year, was attributed to the weakness 
of national disunion, the triple partition of the 
people, divided by the religious antipathies of 
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protestants, protestant dissenters, and Roman 
eatholics. If all these discordant sects could 
be persuaded virtually to abandon religious 
distinctions in a pursuit of political reform, and 
cordially to coalesce with steady determination 
in their demands, parliament was imagined to 
be incapable ofwithholding its consent. As the 
main strength of the nation, in respect to num- 
bers, was conceived to rest in the catholics, who 
might constitute three-fourths of the whole 
population, to give these a proportionate weight 
In the system, and to interest them warmly in 
the plan proposed, was an object of primary 
magnitude with political reformers. For the 
removal of those odious restrictions and dis- 
qualifications, by which the Roman catholics 
were deprived of what was accounted their due 
share of political power, vigorous efforts were 
made, and various engines put in motion. 

Among the modes of agency adopted in 
those busy times by the favourers of innova- 
tion, was the institution of political clubs, 
which were formed under several titles in the 
metropolis and elsewhere. The principal of 
these, denominated ** The Association of the 
Friends of the Constitution, Liberty, and 
Peacey** was ^noured by the sanction of his 
D 2 
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Grace the Duke of Let aster, and some others af 
the most illustrious and distinguished charac- 
ters as its members, whose object was doubtless 
merely to obtain the reformation of abuses in 
the political system, and particularly to pro- 
mote the scheme of a more equal representation 
of the people in parliament. A few of its 
members, however, seem to have entertained 
projects of a deeper kind— ^projects of revolu- 
tion, the total subversion of the existing go- 
vernment, and the erection of a free, integral, 
and independent republic. 

These advocates of revolution formed a con- 
nexion with other clubs of congenial principles, 
particularly that of the ivhigs of the capita/, 
whose object was evidently a radical alteration 
in the political system. The determined agi- 
tators of this and other societies, which appear? 
cd not to promise a speedy success to their 
wishes, framed at length a more general and 
deeply planned association, which outlived all 
the rest, and far surpassed them in the vigour 
and conduct of its assaults on the existing 
constitution of the state.— ^This was the famoui 
astonishing combination of United Irishmen^ 
whose profound conspiracy, after a long, obsti- 
nate, and doubtful struggle with the govern- 
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ment of the kingdom, was forced in the end, 
by the vigilance ar)d vigour of administration, 
feebly to explode in partial, and irregular, insur-» 
rectiops, instead of an universal and well-orga« 
nized rebellion, the means proposed by the* 
chiefs to overturn the constitution.* 

Originating from Belfast, where principles 
of a pure and disinterested love of liberty had 
long been cherished, was instituted in Dublin, 
in the month of November, 1791, the Society 
of United Irishmen ^ with the immediate view of 
combining into one political phalanx as many 
as possible of their countrymen, without any 
distinction of sect, for the effectuating of a 
change in the government of Ireland ; or, as 



* Mr. Cowper, in his history, says, that in this unhappy 
■Ointest, brothers were armed against each other's lives, an4 
.ehildrea against those of their parents. Ireland will long feel 
the effects of it. Peace was, however, at length purchased (if 
indeed that dreadful scene which slaughter and desolation 
- produce, deserves the name of peace 5) it was purchased witk 
little less than the loss of one hundred thousand lives. Of 
these about two thirds were of the United Irish ; the loss of 
Ihe royalists being about 30,000 men. 

In the Capital, he observed the streets were crowded with 
the widows and orphans of those who had fallen in battle : In 
the country he beheld the villages every where burnt and ra- 
zed to the ground. Every thing he cast his eyes on, preseuted 
the melaocholy features of ruin and desolatioo« 
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themselves have declared, ** for the purpose of 
*' forwarding a brotherhood of affection, a 
** communion of rights, and an union of power 
** among Irishmen of every religious persua- 
** sion, and thereby to obtain a complete re- 
** form in the legislature, founded on the prin- 
•« ciples of civil, political, and religious llber- 
" ty"* 

Catholic emancipation, and parliamentary 
reform, were the avowed objects of their pursuit. 
By the former was understood a total abolition 
of political distinctions between Catholics and 
protestants : by the latter they meant to exclude 
the borough representation from the House of 
Commons. In the plan which they offered to 
the consideration of the public, they proposed 
that the parliament should be chosen every three 
years ; that for the purpose of election, the 
whole kingdom should be divided into three 
hundred electorates, each formed by a combina- 
tion of parishes, and all as nearly equai as j)08* 
sibie in point of population ; that no qualifica- 
tion with respect to religion should be required 
in the elector nor in the representative ; that 



* Appendix to the report of the Secret Committee of the 
House of Commons, No. 2. 
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every male of sound understanding, of the full 
age of twenty-one, and resident in the electo« 
ate during the last six months preceding the 
election^ should be capable of suffrage for a re- 
presentative : that to be qualified for a seat in 
the house of commons, a man should be twenty- 
five years old, resident within the kingdom^ 
'anJ holding neither place nor pension under 
government, and that each representative should 
receive a reasonable stipend for his attendance 
in parliament. \ 

To attain their object by a military forc^ was 
attempted so early as the year 17*92} whenmom 
ney was raised by subscription to arm and em- 
body a number of men in the metropolis^ under 
the title of National Guards, with an uniform 
distinguished with green, which was adopted 
as the national colour, and buttons inscribed 
with a harp, the armorial ensign of Ireland, 
divested of the crown, to denote, as was suppo- 
sed, thfrintended abolition of monarchy. The 
ninth of December was appointed as a day of 
general muster of these guards, probably with 
the design to display their force, to inspire 
confidence into their friends, to dispirit their 
adversaries, or perhaps, as was feared by some. 
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to seize even then the city, and commence a 
civil war. 

During the whole of these proceedings the 
ann of government seemed palsied, and the 
nation looked on » appalled spectators of the 
scene. The steadiness of the physician seemed 
overpowered by the very aspect of the disease. 
It appeared as if little more than the cast of a 
die was to determine whether Revolution or 
Treason was to be the watch-word of Ireland. 

At length, howeyer^ the government took 
Courage, and wisely determined to suppress in 
their conimencement, all armed associations nok 
authorised by the supreme po.wer of the state. 

On the eighth of December, the day imme- 
diately preceding that of the intended muster, i 
proclamation was issued by the Lord Leiutenant 
and Council, peremptorily interdicting all se- 
ditious assemblies, and commanding the mag-> 
i^trates to suppress them by military force, if 
admonition 9hould be found not sufBcieptlj 
efficacious. 

Intimidated by the menacing language of 
this proclamation, and the subsequent martial 
arr^y of the garrison stationed in the capital, 
t^e national guards deferred their meeting, and 
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tte long proposed muster never took place. 
The heads of the society, however, met on the 
I4th tbilovving, and published a kind of mani- 
festo, or counter-proclamation, exhorting the 
volunteers to resume their arms, for the main- 
tenance, as before, of tranquillity throughout 
the kingdom, against foreign and internal 
enemies, and advising the protestants of Ireland 
to choose deputies for provincial assemblies, 
preparatively to a general convention, which 
they declared necessary to form a common 
cause with that of the catholics. On account 
of this manifesto, many of the conspirators were 
seized, some of whom were men of the first 
rank and fortune, and of the most amiable 
characters, and the warmest philanthropy. 

Among them was Mr. Hamilton Rowan, 
who had acted the part of Secretary at the above 
assembly. This gentleman was broughjt to 
trial in January, 1793, found guilty by the ju- 
ry^ and sentenced to banishment. 

In the same year Doctor William Drennan, 
and the Hon. Simon Butler, who had been 
chairman in the same assembly, was on trial 
acquitted ; but Mr. Tandy, a citizen of Dublin, 
' and some others, who had been active members 
of political societies, fled the kingdom; and the 
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proceedings of the conspiracy, though not lesis 
rigorous, became, however, less open. They, 
had coupled their ca^ise with that of the Catho- 
lics ; and every exertion which was made for 
that oppressed body, was paving the way to the 
designs of the conspirators. 

The narrative of the collision of these twd 
parties, until an explosion took place, may be 
comprized in a fe^i^ words. 

Lord Westmorland, in a speech from the 
throne, recommended the claims of the catho- 
lics to be taken into immediate consideration ; 
and the expectation of their complete emanci- 
pation (as it was figuratively called) ran very 
high. The impulse of all disinterested men 
was greatly in favour of the measure. The 
greatest share of talents on both sides of the 
water, were exerted in its behalf. Burke* wrote 



♦ The zeal with which this great man (who is now n« 
more, but who will live in memory as long as the language 
which he wrote in shall be spoken or read, and as long as 
there shall be any taste remaining in the wor!d, or any admi- 
ration of the purest ethics taught in the roost enchantinf^ 
and bewitching style) displayed throughout his whole life, 
and until the hour of his dissolution, in behalf of his dis- 
tressed countrymen the catholics of Ireland, »nu&t evince, 
even to the most sceptical, the justice and siocerity of his 
•zertions. 
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and spoke for the catholics, and sent his only 
son over to Ireland ; and the whole eloquence 
of the British House of Commons was roused 
in their behalf. To oppose this, the aristocra- 
cy of Ireland proceeded to array an array of 
their own, under the name of the Orange 
party, which was formed to perpetuate the 
abuses and oppressions of the government, by- 
discountenancing every innovation. 

They openly avowed themselves determined 
to' shed the last drop of their blood before any 
concessions should be made to the catholic body« 

It was even represented, that they had entered 
into a *' solemn league and covenant to destroy 
thjem, and that they had sworn to wade up to 
their knees in popish blood !'** 

The day when the massacre was to commence 
was even mentioned. 

This declaration, notorious as to its publici- 
ty, added fresh fuel to the flame of the conspi- 
racy, and may be considered as the cause of all 
the calamities which have since afflicted this 
unfortunate country : for it was it, which 



* See tike Report of the Secret Committee of the House ^ 
X.OTds, No. 16, The troth of this is fuUy ascer^ined, 

E 
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brought the catholic body into the field s^t the 
time fixed on by the conspirators for a general 
rising. 

It must be confessed, that there was but too 
much- appearance of reason to justify the catho-' 
lies in believing this suggestion of a massacre. 

Orange Lodges were spread over the country 
in which the rebellion broke out, more nume- 
rously than through the other parts of the 
kingdom. Oaths were administered to those 
only of the protestant persuasion who enroll- 
ed themselves of that party ; the nature and 
purport of which the peasantry were unac- 
quainted with, but which they were led to 
believe, were for the design of exterminating 
them. Neither is there any doubt but that 
such a wish has been professed by many of the 
Orange party, who openly declared, that Ireland 
would never be at rest until the Roman catho- 
lics were completely exterminated. Such a 
sentiment has even been avowed in the public 
deliberations of the Legislature. The well in- 
formed author of a respectable publication, on 
the state of alSairs in Ireland, in the year 1799,* 
has this remarkable passage : 

» Considerations on the state of public affairs in ^the year 
1709. Ireland, page. 63. 
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** And, though there may be men of ferocious 
minds who would exterminate the Natives ; 
though I have heard an atrocious policy 
avowed in the public Councils, by which they 
Were to be armed and let loose upon each oth- 
er ; though I have heard the oiFer of Union 
condemned as a remedy inadequate to the evil, 
and the salvation of the few asserted to depend 
upon the extermination of the majority ; that 
the catholics must be extinguished and put 
out ; that not a single Rohilla of them all can 
be left with impunity ; though / have heard 
these sanguinary doctrines pollute the walls of 
a House of parliament y yet I am satisfied that 
they are confined to a few breasts not more 
wicked than they are weak." 

What answer does the Government party 
make to this charge, which stands thus openly 
upon record? they refuse to plead to the in- 
dictment ; they stand obstinately mute : their 
guilt must therefore be taken pro confesso.*^ . 

The inference is, that the miserable pea- 
santry, in giving credit to the assertion of a 



• Among the many Government writers who have written 
oo. the << present Political state of Ireland," not oue of th«m 
attemj)ts to answer the above passage. 
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general massacre, acted upon good collateral 
evidence, which, when added to the positive 
proof of the Orange oaths, purporting their 
destruction, must entirely acquit them of every 
crime. It must evince their conduct to have 
been nothing but an exertion of the mere right 
of self-defence ; that right which no law can 
take away, because it is paramount to all law ; 
that right which no aristocracy can overthrow, 
because it has for its basis human nature. It 
must reduce their criminality to the fault of 
possessing too great a share of manly heroism, 
in resisting with such energy of soul, a system 
of the most unparalleled cruelty and oppres- 
sion* 

All the circumstances relating to the impoli-, 
tic and inhuman measures adopted at this pe- 
riod, by the Irish Government, are, however, 
so fresh in the recollection of every man, that it 
would be abusing the patience of the reader to 
attempt to recapitulate them. Suffice it to 
say, that the odious and unwise determination 
of resisting Catholic claims, contributed con- 
siderably in bringing the affairs of Ireland to a 
speedy crisis, and to that desolating Civil War 
which afterwards ravaged her. Nothing 
could have happened more opportune to the 
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framers of the Union, who roused that great 
body, as the instrument^ by which the consti- 
tution, both in church and state, was to be 
completely overturned. 

While the conductors of the general assocta^* 
tion were labouring to extinguish all religious 
antipathies, and to combine their countrymen 
of all sects indiscriminately into a political 
brotherhood, the chiefs of the sect, which pre- 
dominate in zeal and numbers^, planned a parr 
ticular association, apparently co-operating 
wilhr, and constituting a part of the former, but 
accused by some of entertaining separate views,. 
Encouraged by the previous declarations of se- 
veral protestant assemblies in their favour^— by 
Edmund Burke and his disciples in Britain— <« 
by the oppositionists^ in parliament, and by the- 
a:8Sociation of United Irishmen^ the leading 
men among the Catholics of Ireland, ever 
watchful of events for the advantage of their 
sect, formed in 1792, what was called the Cath^ 
$lic Convention. 

This assembly had for its members, the* 
Lords Kenmore, and Fingal, together with all; 
the principal Catholic gentlemen of dignitj;- 
aiid dlsUnctioa. throughout the kingdom^. 

E«^ 
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The secret committee rf this convention, is* 
sued' writs to the gentry of that communion 
throughout the country for the election of de- 
puties to compose an assembly representative 
xrf* the whole body of Irish Catholics. Two 
deputies were chosen in each parish by the ma- 
jority of all the adult males of the congrega- 
tion assembled at the Roman chapels : the pa- 
<rochial deputies chose in each county two re* 
presentatives ; all of whom, together with the 
representatives of cities and towns corporate, 
similarly chosen, composed the Catholic Con* 
vention, public as to its assembly, in Guild- 
Hall of Dublin. Having elected nine of its 
number to remain a permanent committee for 
the management of the projected schemes, the 
convention closed its session. By the autho- 
rity of this assembly, and its permanent repre- 
sentative the committee, great sums were as- 
sessed and r^ularly levied on the Catholic?, all 
of whom submitted implicitly to the orders of 
this their supreme council, as of the most firm- 
ly established government. But the applica- 
tion of this money is as yet a secret, except a 
very small part avowedly given to some agents 
of this coalition, particularly fifteen hundred 
pounds to Theobald Wolfe Tone, the most . 
active of them. 



CIVIL WAR IN IRELAND. 4Y 

The Protestants were so much alarmed at 
this bold procedure of the Catholic Conren*- 
tion^ in issuing writs for electing a general 
convention/ that the grand juries, at the sum- 
mer assizes, 1793, encouraged by the conduct 
of government, entered into violent resoiu« 
tions, condemning it in severe terms ; and de» 
daring, that they would maintain the consti«i 
tiition, as it then stood, against all hostile at* 
tacks, particularly against the dangerous ef* 
fects of republican principles. 

The Roman Catholics assembled in July, the 
same year, in a general meeting at the town of 
Wexford, and defended the plan of election, 
and retorted with much acrimony on the reso- 
lutions of the Protestants.* On the 17th of 
August, they submitted a case to some . res- 
pectable barristers for their opinion, to know, 
whether the plan adopted, for summoning a 
Catholic Convention, was legal and constitu- 
tional ? and they answered in the affirmative. 
These opinions and answers were published in 
the publfc prints, in order to give confidence 
and courage to the leaders of the party, at that 
time very active in many parts of the kingdom 

* See Appendix. 
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It Is well known, that great sams of money 
were, on this occasion, bestoWed to auch per- 
sons about the court, as were supposed able,. to 
influence the royal ear in favour qf the peti«* 
tioners.* 

The dcfpUtation was graciously received by 
his Majesty; but the ptotestants of Ireland 
were Invited to meet in their several counties, 
and to declare their opinions concerning the 



* What confirms this belief, is, the following extract from 
iUr. Kcogh*s speech in the debate of the Catholic Convention, 
^reviou^y to the presenting of the petiti0n } whejrein he ' 
says, "That, from the negociation. going on a^|the ft^ot of oi^r 
throne, there was every reason to expect, that, though a great 
and vast catalogue of restrictions would be tr^tained, jfet suflU 
oient would be renvDved, to atiEbrd protection to all glasses 
of our people." 

"I now coiAe to what is more pleasing ; that is, to state my 
Opinion, that t^e lime is iiot remote, when we shall me\£t to 
join.iitit^ h«art an4 voice, in the; sincerest gratitude to Parlia*^ 
ment |ind to Government. When that day arrives, and it will 
toon a>riVe, you Will then prove your Just and imfcigned grati- 
tude to your deliverers, to government, to the legislature, to th« 
illustrious men who espoused your cause in Parliament, to the 
noble^ patriotic, and^ enlightened citiztans of Belfast, the first 
(let rt' never bd forgotten) who came forward as a body to af>- 
■ply td*lpatiiam«nf for our celief.". . . • . 

• FroAithe confidertce with which Mr. Keogh expressed 
himself, we may infer, that he knew that their ambasador in 
London, from his munificence, had received secret assurances 
from high 9tutlkori«^y ihavtbey would fucceed iii their expec* 
tations. 
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emancipation requested by their catholic bre- 
thren, in order, as was supposed, that the legis- 
lature might regulate its determination, at 
least in some degree, according to these opin- 
ions. Notwithstanding that great pains 
were taken by pamphlets and speeches, to con- 
vince them of the contrary, the protestants 
mostly feared, that the catholics, if once ad- 
mitted into a participation of power, would 
avail themselves of their superiority of number, 
and subvert the protestant interest. 

The critical and dangerous state of public 
affairs, was seen into by the Earl of Moira, 
and a few others of the virtuous and enlighten- 
ed nobility ; who, with the most patriotic en- 
thusiasm, hurried over from Great Britain to 
their native country, and in their places, in the 
Legislature of the kingdom, proposed conciliav 
lory measures to allay the threatening discon- 
tents. But, unhappily, the infatuation of the 
Irish Parliament, prevented their advice being 
attended to. 

No means were omitted now by the princi- 
pal oppositionists in Ireland, of cherishing the 
animosities already excited against the cath- 
olics. This may be fairly concluded from 
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• what dropped in the debate on the famous pro- 
positions. 

A leading person. Lord Chancellor Fitzgib- 
bin, then high in confidence and power with 
the ruling party, threatened, in the moment of 
exasperated disappointment, and in terms un- 
fit for decency to utter, that ** he would tame 
the refractory spirit of his countrymen." In 
truth, he then delivered the sentiments of his 
party, as well as his own determination, to 
which he strictly adhered ever after. This 
man, of a base mind, and of narrow politics, 
omitted no occasion of accomplishing the hu- 
miliation of his native country. Opposing 
with, licentious petulance, all rational schemes 
of reform; reprobating with plebian ribaldry, 
the justice of catholic claims; and provoking 
public anger by insulting public feeling, he 
saw, with gloomy satisfaction, before his pre- 
mature dissolution, his ruthless system car- 
ried into woeful effect. The trampled popu- 
lace were goaded to resistance ; their smother- 
ed sentiments burst into a flame, that was with 
much blood and treasure extinguished. But 
to return : 

The King was graciously pleased to recom- 
»endtherelief of his Roman catholic subjects 



CIVIL WAR IN IRELAND. 5S 

Ir Ireland to his twa Houses of Parliament ia^ 
ibat kingdom. This mode of proceeding, 
whether accidental or designed by Ihe tninisr 
try, augmented mightily the jealousies of the 
two parties, the Irish of the established, and of 
the Roman church, as the latter were left tQ 
conclude that their protestant countrymen 
were their foes, while the ministers were their 
friends.* 

The influence of the monarch, however, iii 
this instance, did not prevail ; and the measure 
was voted against by parliament, who declared 
their disapprobation of catholic claims. 

An effectual obstruction was now made 
against the catholic convention, for the future, 
by an act of parliament, styled the convention 
bill, proposed by the Lord Chancellor Fitzgib- 
bon, professing "to prevent the election, or 
other appointment, of conventions, or other 
unlawful assemblies, under pretence of prepa- 
ring or presenting petitions, or other addresses^ 
as to his Majesty, or the parliament.'* This 



* The policy of at least conniving at thedistractionB of'thff 
Irish, hai boen adopted since the reign of Elizabeth, in order 
to retain Ireland in a state of weakness and dependence. 
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prevented the meeting of an intended national 
assembiy, which was proposed to be convoked 
in the month of September, the consequences ' 
of which, would, in all probability, have been '_ 
incalculably destructive at that time to the 
fxisting government. 

If the protestant conductors of the United 
Irish, had, at the <:lose of the year 1792, suc-^ 
ceeded in their attempt to overawe the govern- 
ment, by muster of the national guards, which 
appeared to be their immediate object, aiid 
thence * by bolder steps, to corripass a revolu- 
tion, the leaders of the Catholics, who were* 
also members of the United Irish Association, 
would have had opportunity to unfold and put 
in execution their particular scheme. 

A ferment prevailed which seemed to an- 
nounce an approaching insurrection ; and at 
the close of 1793, some local commotions, ea- 
sily suppressed, took place, particularly about 
the collieries in the county of Kilkenny, and 
and in the southern part of the county of Wex- 
ford. A body of insurgents, about two thou- 
ssand in number, attacked the town of Wexford 
with an ostensible design to liberate some pri- 
loners confined in the gaol of that town ; but 
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such novices were they then^ in military m«t« 
ters« that they were, with the loss of about an 
hundred of their party, repulsed by the fire of 
only half a regiment of soldiers, on whose side 
the brave Colonel Vallot ton, fell, by the stroke 
of a scythe-blade fixed in the end of a pole. 

Many of the Catholic gentry, are said to 
kave regretted that their party had let sl-ip such 
an opportunity as might not again occur, erf"' 
striking home, by a general insurrection, at an 
earlier time, when government wa'^ less prepa- 
red for the attack. In 1795, howeydr, under 
the lord lieutenancy of Earl FitzwiUiam, the 
successor of Lord Westmoreland, an ample 
field was again expanded to their hopes ; and 
in obedience to a mandate of the Permanent 
Committee, petitions, on a model prescribed; 
were addressed to parliament by the whole bo- 
dy of that persuasion, demanding a completion 
of catholic emancipation. This nobleman, 
being one of the disciples of Edmund Burke, 
was a warm friend to the Roman Catholics, 
and a bitter enemy to the French republicans, 
who had renounced iheir communion, and yet 
on whom , notwithstanding, the Catholics of 
Ireland afterwards depended in a great measure 
for their emancipation in aiding them in a Re^* 
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^volution ; but before he could gratify the 
msbes of his favorites, the Earl was recalled, 
and the Earl of Camden sent ais Lord Lieutenant 
in his place. 

The regret felt on the recall of this noble- 
ma^tit even whose good intentions produced 
such cordiality and harmony amongst all 
Tmk9 and descriptions of people, is scarcely 
' cpedible. From that period may be dated the 
origin of that dreadful state of cialaraity and 
misfortune in which Ireland has been since in- 
volved, for it is now evident to all, that, had 
the measures intended to be carried into effect 
by him, been adopted, the nation would have 
continued in peace and prosperity. 

The removal of Lord Fitzwiliiam must evec 
be considered as one of the greatest misfbf-' 
tunes, that, in 4:he revolution of ages^ h«,^ be 
fallen this devoted j:iation. It originated a 
train of calamitous circumstances^ which the 
disclosing information of every day renders 
iQ^re and more lamentable to the friends of 
Jreland. The great jiiajority of the people 
were . insulted, public faith was violated ; the 
cup of redress was dashed from the lips of ex- 
pectation, and it cannot be wondered at, that 
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the anger of disappointment should have en^ 
sued. 

Had the healing balm been applied at the 
critical moment, the fever of commotion had 
long since passed its crisis* 

Had the benevolent measures^ intended by. 
that nobleman^ as the basis of his administra- 
tion, been effected, the rankling wounds of di- 
vision and distraction were forever closed, nor/ 
would ihe poison of prejudice and party spirit 
still threaten convulsion and confusion ; but. 
harmony, confidence,, and p^ace, would reign, 
throughout the land*. 

Nothing could now prevent the bursting of 
the long impending storm. Catholic discon- 
tents became insupportable : speeches and re- 
solutions, of a seditious nature, were published 
by the authority of the committee,* and dis^ 

- * With them was printcd^and circulated Mr. Erskine'^s fe- 
.HMnis pamphlet wherein he says, •« That the spirit of refomii 
is at present high in Ireland. The recent zesd of that braveamd- 
TORTUOUS people, haa completely detected the false and per- 
nicious calumnies on both countries. It has demonstrated, 
that a desire to refornuahuses in Government, is not at all 
connected with disloyalty to its establishment ; and that the 
lestoratioii of a free constitution, by the wisdom and spirit of a . 
nation, has no alliance with, but on the contrary i$ abhocreiUt 
<iBtA..submis$»oo tQ foreign force.? 
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tutBances increased in gev^ral parts of tire 
country. 

Backed and encouraged by the ferment, and 
tlie forward state of their preparations, the 
society of United Irishmen issued declarations, 
inviting a *' compact of presbyterlin and 
<5aith6lic;" that ** provincial inventions should 
J[ssemble, and elect delegates to eoftfer wiA 
those choi^en by protesrtstnt bodied of a similar 
nature aind organization /* They avowed that 
nothing would satisfy them but **immediatfe> 
ample, and substantial justice to the catholiesy 
and even went so far, as to require the resto^fa^ 
iion of thos^ estates of which their ancestors 
had formerly been plundered ; but they decla- 
red, at the same time they considered thai 
merely as the *' portal to the temple of nation- 
al freedom/* 

After the grand junction of these three 
bodies, the profound and terrible conspiracy, 
in a shorl time spread Its ramifications IhroUgh- 
eiit the whole Island, and greatly endangered 
ihe established government.' 

A spirit of disinterested patriotism and mag- 
aaniix^ty, seems now to have incited many ef 
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t\i6 most exalted personages for rank, fortune, 
and literary talents, in the kingdom, to join 
the association, who hoped from th« numbers 
engaged, that, without much bloodshed, d 
new government might be established, of' so lib- 
eral a nature as to leave no shackles on industry 
or merit, and render Ireland a ^flourishing and 
Happy coiintfy. Others, ^g^in, of ihe 'prim6 
promoter's, wei^e actaated, most profcably by 
private ambition, who aspired' at an eiMinehce 
of power and fame, through the ttaedium of a 
revolution, regardless of skughtet and devaMa- 
tidn, its inevitable eoncomitaats. 

The confidence of this great and elevated 
band of reforming politicians, wtis raised to 
that degree, that they assumed in the same 
year, 1795, with little disguise, a revolutionary 
east. 

Th^ declatsltion, offered* for signature, to 
each maft on his admission into the society, 
tvasthis: *' 1, *** in the presence of Goi>, 
**do pledge myself to my country, that I 
** will use all my abilities and influence in 
** the attainment of an impartial and adequate 
**.?epresei>tation of the Irlsk nation itt parlia«*- 
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*'ment;* and, as a means of absolute and. 
** immediate necessity in the establishment of 
'* this chief good of Ireland, I will endearour,. 
** as much as lies in my ability,- to for- 
^^ ward a brotherhood of affection, an identity 
** of interests, a communion of rights, and a 
" union of power among Irishmen of all reli- 
" gious persuasions, without which every re- 
'* foim in parliament, must be partial,, not na- 
** tional : inadequate to the wants, delusive to 
** the wishes, and insufficient for the freedom. 
** and happiness of this country/' 

But now the mention of parliam ent was omit- 
ted in the new test, or oath of admission, which 
was expressed in these words: ** In the awful 
*• presence of Qod, I, *** do voluntarily de- 
" clare, that I will perservere in endeavouring 
** to form a brotherhood of affection among. 
** Irishmen of ^v^ry religious persuasion; and 
** that I will also persevere in my endeavours 
** to obtain an equal, full and adequate reprcr 
•* sentation of all the people of Ireland, I do 
** further declare, that neither hopes, fears, re- 



* Universal emancipation, with a representative legislature, 
was now declared to be their- " polar principle." The King^ 
and House of Peers, together with the €GcleslasticaL cstaln- 
ii$t>aieat, was therefore left to their fate.. 
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'' wztds, or puaiiftiinents, ^sliall ever induoe me, 
** diwctly or indiMCtly, to inform on, or give 
^ ^mdence agatnk, any member or members 
** of this or similar societies, for any act or €3^- 
** ytessioa of theirs, done. or made, collectivcJy' 
•* OT individually, in or out of this society, in 
•* purBttence of the spirit of this obligation.*** 

That not merely a reform, of parliament, 
however, but a total overthrow of the existing 
Q^jBtem of government, and the erection of the 
Irish nation into an independent republic -un-^ 
connected with Britain, was from the begtnn4ng 
ati\>b^ect with some of the <original framers of 
the Society, \ve hdve reason to suppose^ |»articu« 
larly from their ^owb dedarations and oor-. 
respondeocew 

In their original declaration are the following 
words :— ^** In the present great sera of reform, 
** when unjust governments are falling in 
*^ every (Juarter of Europe; when religious per- 
" secntion Is compelled to alyure her tyranny 
" over conscience ; when the rights of men 
** are ascertained in theory, and that theory 
** substantiated by practice ; when antiquity 
*' caA no longer defend absurd and oppressive 

♦ App^dix to the report, &c. No. 24, of the House of Lords. 
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** forms against the common sense and 
f/ common interests of mankind ; when all 
** government is acknowledged to origiztate 
** from the people, and to be so far only 
** obligatory ij as it protects their rights 
** and promotes their welfare, we think it our 
^* duty, as Irishmen, to come forward and 
** state what we feel to be our heavy grievance, 
*'* and what we know to be its effectual remedy. 

*' ff^e have no national government. Wc 
** are ruled by Englishmen, and the servants 
** of Englishmen, whose object is the interest 
•* of another country ; whose instrument is 
*'* corruption ; whose strength is the weakness 
** of Ireland ; and these men have the whole of 
** the power j^nd patronage of the country, as 
** means to seduce and subdue the honesty and 
** the spirit of her representatives in the legisla- 
•* ture. Such an extrinsic power, acting with 
** uniform force, in a direction too frequently 
•/ opposite to the true lineof our obvious inter- 
^' ests, can be resisted with effect solely by una- 
^* nimity, decision, and spirit, in the people—* 
•* qualities which may be exerted most legally, 
** constitutionally, and efHcaciously, by that 
** great measure essential to the prosperity and 



1 
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** freedom of Ii^eland— an equal representation 
'*of all the people in parliament/** 

That the reform here professed was rather an 
ostensible than real object, exhibited for the 
purpose of uniting reformers with revolution- 
ists, appears from a letter^ addressed on the oc- 
casion to his friends in Belfast, by Theobald 
Wolfe Tone, a lawyer of uncommonly high 
talents and industry, and one of the original 
framers of the institution, of which letter the 
following is an extract, ** The foregoing 
" contains my true and sincere opinion of the 
** state of this country, so [far as in the present 
*' juncture it may be advisable to publish itt 
" They certainly fall short of the truth, but 
'^ truth itself must sometimes condescend to 
** temporise : my unalterable opinion is, that 
*^the bane of Irish prosperity is^in the influ- 
"ence of England; I believe that Influence 
" will ever be extended while the connexion 
" between the two co untries continues ; never- 
*' theless, as I know that opinion is for the 
" present too hardy, though a very little time 
** may establish it universally, I have not made 
" ita part of the resolutions. I have only pro- 
'* posed to set up a reformed parliament as a 

* Appendix to the jeport, &c, No a. of the Howe of Loidi. 
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** barrier against that mischief, which every 
** honest man that will open his eyes, must 
** see, in every instance, overbears the inteKest 
" of Ireland* I have not safd one word that 
** looks like a wish for separation, though I 
** give it to you and* your friends, as my most 
"decided opinion, that such an event would 
** be a regeneration to this country/** 

The association was e?ctended in Dublin and 
the northern counties, with industry and success. 
The latter was greatly promoted by the dis- 
pleasure occasioned by the French war,— t« 
ministerial measure adopted apparently without 
reason, and so highly condemned by many in 
the nation, as to add prodigiously to the number 
of malcontents in both the British kingdoms. 
The rapacious insolence of the soldiery, also^ 
which had been very unwisely overlooked, or 
not sufficiently restrained, in the first years of 
this war, was certainly not well calculated for 
the promotion of affectionate sentiments toward 
administration, in the lower classes of the peo- 
ple in general throughout the kingdom— In the 
marches of troops, on change of quarters, the 
horses of the farmers and peasants, pressed for 

* Appendix to the report, &c. No. 2. 



CIVIL WAR IN JRELAND. 65 

the carriage of baggage, were brought to un- 
reasonable distances, and severely abused> ua- 
less money was given by their owners to pro- 
cure better ti^eatment. Sometimes the carts 
were lost, and various other inconveniences oc- 
curred.— Where they halted in their inarch , 
the soldiers dispersed themselves over the neigh- 
bourhood, seizing horses of which they had no 
need, merely to force the owners to release them 
by payment of money. — ^The accommodation 
of soldiers billetted, was also severely felt by 
numbers, who were exposed to it from their 
situation ; and great sums of money was extort- 
ed on this ground also. 

Discontents rose high on account also of the 
fiiilitia bill, which enacted compulsory levies 
of soldiers for the internal defence of the king- 
dom. On a return of the names of the males 
in each district, of the military age, lots were 
drawn, and those on whom the chance fell, 
were obliged to enlist as soldiers for four years, 
to £nd substitutes, or pay fines. Some indivi- 
duals, unable to pay, sustained the seizure and 
sale of their goods ; and some, for intemperate 
expressions of discontent, were committed to 
gaol, and harshly treated. To make the bur- 

G 
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then bear more equally, subscriptions were 
proposed and adopted^ to raise money for the 
enlisting of soldiers ; and tbese subscriptions 
were for the time, a heavy tax on peasants and 
citizens* 

After acoiUiaued series of similar circum- 
stances of violence and outrage, which our 
limits will not permit us to detail at present, 
the Lord Lieutenant issued his proclamation 
for disarming the inhabitants of the North of 
Ireland, on the 13th March 1796* and on the 
91st of the same month, Mr. Gtattan^ after 
a speech, delivered with his usual force of talent 
and briliant abillity, moved for an enquiry into 
the causes which produced this proclamation; 
But his motion wias unfortunately rejected. 

The persecutions in the North, which con^- 
Hienced early during this awful crisis, were .3f| 
flagrant, and the conduct of many of themagis;* 
trates so contrary to law, that applicatioai| 



• An address of thanks to the Lord Lieutenitnt> iras movedf 
and carried in the legislature, for having issued this proclanu* 
lion. In the debate on it, the great Lord Edward Fitzgerald 
arose, and said aloud in an angry tone, 

*' I give tny most hearty disapprobation t6 this ; for I do^ 
<< think, that the Lord Lieutenant, and the majority of thi> 
« kouse^ arc the iroret men ia the kingdom." 
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tirere made to the court.of King*s Bench, for 
attachments against several of them, but a bill 
of indemnity prevented a judicial investigation 
of their conduct ; and thus they were screened 
from merited punishment. This total disre* 
gard of their grievances, and inattention tp 
their complaints, «dded to the barbarous out- 
rages afterwards committed by the military in 
the northern counties, very much exasperated 
the feelings of the suffering party. They re- 
ported, for temporary relief, to private and secret 
Jaitientation. In this sad state, bordering on 
despair, every injured person sympathized with 
his neighbour in affliction, and their united re- 
sentments, like a raging flame, suppressed, 
but not extinguished, were the more likely to 
burst forth with sudden fury, and unexpected 
violence. It may not be impertinent to re- 
mark, that in all cases of popu ar commotion, 
an enquiry into the alledged grievances, ought 
to go band in hand with the measures of li-* 
goor and coercion. These two principles are 
far from being incompatible, and any gov^^n- 
ment acting upon them, must be certain of 
conciliating obedience and affection, respect 
ajid attachment. 
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The Earl of Moira, with that generous hu- 
manity, which has ever graced his noble cha- 
racter, brought the distresses of Ireland before 
the British House of Lords, on the 22d of 
Inarch, 1796 ; when he gave a heart-rending 
description, in his native strain of elevation, of 
the savage cruelties practiced by the military 
against the people ; and offered at the mo'^ 
ment, to produce at the bar, incontrovertible 
proof of his assertions. He concluded his able 
statement, by moving an address to the Sove- 
reign, the principal purport of which, wjw, 
** humbly hoping that his majesty might be 
•* graciously pleased to take into his paternal 
.** consideration, the disturbed state of Ire- 
•' land ; and to adopt such lenient measures, 
** as might appear to his royal wisdom and 
** benignity, best calculated to restore tran* 
** quiHity and excite aiFe<^ion." But sad to 
tell, bis Lordship was not more fortunate in the 
British House of Lords, than was Mr. Grattaa 
the preceding March in the Irish House of 
Commons. Both motions had the same un^ 
hicky fate of rejection. On the following 
day, the 23d of March, Mr. Fox made a simi« 
lar benevolent and patriotic effort, (and who ift 
unacquainted with his powers ?) in thciBritisla 
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Hpuse of Commons, but with the like ill sue* 
cesa. He concluded a lucid and animated 
speech^ with the following pointed and empha-* 
tic quotation from Cicero» which I cannot re- 
sist inserting : ** Carum esse civibus^ bent de 
•* republica mereri^ Jaudari, coli, diligi, glori-* 
** osum est : metuivero et in odio esse, invidi--- 
'^ vsum\ detestabile,, imbedllum, caducumJ'^ 
" To be dear to one's countrymen, to deserve 
'^ well of the common weal, to be praised, to 
** be respected, to be beloved, is glorious : but 
•* to be feared, and encompassed with hatred, 
** is invidiousj is detestable, is tottering, is ru^ 
•* inous.** 

The appointment of general Sir Ralph Aber-- 
cromby, on the ISth of Sept. 1796, to the chief * 
command of the forces in Ireland, gave gene- 
ral satisfaction, and afforded a ray of hope to 
^rx>oping despondency. The subsequent dis- 
-l^lay of his eminent virtues, evinced the justice • 
<>f favourable expectation. Having been quar- 
tered in Ireland, through most of his glrada- 
•tionsof well merited promotion, he possessed a- 
jferfect local knowledge of the country ; and - 
he now resolved in persourto visit every dis^- 
irict, and thus he made a tour of observation i 
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through the wHale island. After a strict r«- 
Tiew of every object worthy of his attention. 
Be published, on his return to Dublin, general 
orders to the several military commanders, 
wherein, after having reprobated the irregu- 
larities -of the soldiery, he directed the neces- 
sary restraint for their disorderly conducts 
These orders were issued from the Adjutant 
General's office, in Dublin, on the 26th of 
November, 1797.* 

After the publication of th^ese orders, and 
the knowledge that the benevolent Scotchman 
Bad acquired in his general view of the coua- 
try, he endeavoured in vain to impress thcr 
minds of those in power with his own well- 
founded opinion, that coercive nneastires, in the 
extent determined on, were by no means neces- 
sary in Ireland, Unwilliftg, therefore, to tar- 
nish his military fame, or risque the loss of 
liuiilane and manly character, by leading 
troops to scenes of cold-blooded slaughter and 
eivll desolation ; sooner than sanction by his 
presence proceedings so abhorrent from his na- 
ture, he resigned the chief command of the 
army in Ireland. His departure was a sore* 

* See Aj^endix.. 
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fliisibrtun^ to this unhsppy nation; and had 
any casualty detained him there, but a'' few 
months longer, it would have been provident 
tial> for when the insurrection had actuaUy 
broken out^ he oould not so well have resigned 
the conamand ; and his dignified authority 
Woold have restrained the soldiery from the 
horrid excesses they afterwards committed. 
He was too good and to great a blessing for 
this ill -fated land to possess at that time ; ha 
did all in his power to prevent the woeful cala-*' 
mities that followed ; his splendid exploits in 
Egypt have rendered his fame immortal ; and 
his death, though glorious, has left an aching^ 
pang in the Dosom of every true lover of this 
distracted country i-r-may the olive branch 
which he waved in Ireland, be never forgotten 
among his unfading laurels ! 

A strong confirmation, if further proof were 
at all necessary, of the great discrimination of 
General Abercromby'^s comprehensive mind, is 
bis marked selection of a dignified character 
with whom to share his confidence, as second 
in command, when going on the expedition to- 
Egypt. His choice could not have fallen 
more judiciously than on Lord Hutchinson,, 
v&ose brilliant atcbievements and splendid 
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triumphs bave since so largely added to Irish 
famo^ and adoitied himself with merited hon-* 
oursv This nobleman appears to have rivalled 
his great friend as well in humanity as glory. 
Their opinions respecting Ireland, strictlj 
coincided. Witness his lordship's well- 
known sentiment, of ** I abominate thb 
XORTUBE," delivered in the winter of 1798, ia 
the Irish Parliament, in the debate on the bill* 
of indemnity, for screening the violent pro* 
ceedings of the sheriff of the county of Tippe* 
rary ; and it is happy such a sentiment did 
not deprive him of command* The opposition 
of the entire Hutchinson family to oppressive 
measures, was conspicuous on this occasion ; 
and their exertions were indefatigable for the 
maintenance of peace and order throughout the 
whole of the arduous period of disturbance^ 
They all breathed the same sentiment of benev- 
olence and humanity. The earl of Donough* 
more exerted all his power and influence to"* 
throw open the gates of mercy to the wretched 
people, and his brother, the Hon. Franci* 
Hely Hutchinson, who succeeded Judkin Fitz** 
gerald as sheriff of the county of Tipperary^ . 
was eminent in support of abhorrence of the 
torture. In short, the affable demeanor,, th^ 
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kind and conciliating manners of this entire 
iainllj, facinated the nainds of the people, and 
thus prevented shocking scenes of dreadful de* 
vastation, wherever they possessed influence or 
had coranaand, particularly in the counties of 
Tipperary, Cork, and Galway^ much more 
effectually than any measures of violence or 
coercion could ever accomplish* 

Can any thing be more convincing than 
this testimony, to shew of what inestimable 
value it is for any country to possess good 
men ; but especially for Ireland, where it is a 
prevalent system to treat inferiors with the ut« 
most cruelty and contempt, as if they were ^ 
different and odious species of being ? If one 
family could effect so much good, by their af-» 
fable and conciliating manners, is It not pain** 
ful to reflect on the consequences of a contrary 
behaviour to a people, who, of all others in the 
world, are the most generous and open-heart-- 
td ; and want only the fostering hand of hu^, 
manity, due encouragement, and a cultivation 
of tkeir natural talents, to vie in excellea(» 
with any face of men on the globe. 

Every man of a serious and feeling mind^ 
iHUst think it a very awful misfortune to be 
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born and reared in a country, where the great 
majority of the people are objects of hatred 
and detestation to most of the superior ord er, 
A person of high rank, entertaining such sen- 
timents, of a community, must prove a horri- 
ble scourge to a nation. The balance of power 
may be placed in his hands, while his preju- 
dice must inevitably prevent its impartial ad^ 
ministration ; for it is the nature of prejudice, 
to . warp and supersede all other affections, so 
far even as to pervert the fair dictates of moral 
truth, and of mild and generous humanity^ 

• Not relying wholly on its force at home, the 
chiefs of the society made application to the 
French government ; and in April', 1796^ an 
invasion of Ireland was promised by the latter 
for the subversion of the British power in Ire- 
land, and the political disruption of this island 
from Britain. The oflFer was accepted, on 
Condition that the invading army should act 
tis auxiliaries under the direction and pay pf 
the Socle ly, which, on becoming possessed of 
the dominion, should be bound to re-imburse 
the whole expences of the armament.* 

■■'■' ' ' ... ■ ■ ■ ^> y 

* Appendix to the rp^mrt, #fc. Nos. 6 smd 3i. 
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The vigilance of government peneti^ted the 
design of internal hostility and external alii*. 
ance; and as the existing laws were totally 
inadequate to stop the progress of the conspi- 
racy, new powers were conceded by tbe ligisla- 
ture to the executive administration. In Octo- 
ber, 179^3 parliament suspended the law of 
Habeas Corpus, and thereby gave authority to 
impriscm obnoxious persons without cause as- 
signed^ or definite period of trial. In the Spring 
of the same year, also, a temporary law, term- 
ed the Insurrection Act, had passed, levelled 
immediately against an irregular confederacy 
of men, who, under the name of Defenders, 
infested the counties of Roscommon, Leitrim, 
Longford, Meath, and Kildare, despoiling in 
the night the inhabitants, who were not friend- 
ly to them, of their arms. By this act, the 
Lord Lieutenant^ in council, was authorized to 
proclaim, on the requisition of seven of its 
magistrates, assembled at a sessions of the 
j^ce, any county or district thereof, as in a 
state of disturbance, and thereby to invest the 
ifiagistrates with an extraordinary power of 
seizing, imprisoning, and sending aboard his 
maj.esty*s fleet, or to Botany Bay, such persons 
as should be found at unlawful assemblies, '9r 
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otherwise acting so as to threaten the.puUic. 
tranquillity. 

The operation of these temporary laws was 
forcibly felt in the latter part of this, and in 
the course of the following year. Considerable 
numbers of gentlemen of respectability, were 
arrested on private informations of their en- 
gagement in the conspiracy, and lodged in 
prison, many for a great length of time, with- 
out opportunity of trial. Many districts in 
the northern counties were proclaimed, and 
numbers of the lower classes of men, sent on 
board of the king's navy. 

These acts of severity, apparently inconsist- 
ent with the spirit of the constitution, were 
not without cause. A contest, or trial of 
strength, seems to have arisen between the ex- 
' isting government and the association, which 
of the two should overpower the other. Each 
vigorous njeasure, adopted on one side, exci- 
ted another to counteract it Qjfi the opposite. 
To furni&h themselves *with arms, the lower 
classes, like the Defenders, assembled in par- 
tics in the night, and disarmed those whom 
they regarded as the adherents of government. 
To save the produce of the soil to their friends 
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in pn^nj and to testify their attachment to 
the gentlemen of their party, or those whom 
they imagined not hostile to their cause^ they 
met in large bodies in the day, to dig out the 
potatoes and reap the corn of several iudividu- 
als. The greatness of the numbers assembled 
on these occasions, much exceeding what the 
specified purposes required ; (for in some in- 
stances, four or five thousand were said to be 
collected in one body)-^their marching with 
music in military order, and their assemblin 
on such other pretences as funerals and match-, 
es of football, gave cause to suspept that the 
real object of these meetings was to accustom 
the men to a readiness in repairing to appoint- 
ed places of convention, to give confidence to 
their own party, and to intimidate their oppo- 
nents. To frustrate the operations of the 
law, terror and bribery were employed with 
its agents^ Various modes of persecution, 
were put in practice against magistrates who 
exerted themselves to arrest the mendbers of 
the conspiracy, witnesses who appeared against 
them in courts of justice, and jurors who 
found them guilty ; while the pecuniary suIh 
icriptions of 4he association were, partly aj^li- 
ed i^ aseirt the femilies of its imprisoned meat« 
H 
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berSy to bribe witnesses in trials, and to ftathe 
most eminent pleaders of the law. 

Acts of a violent and menacing nature; in 
some of the northern counties, particularly the 
stealing of gunpowder out of the royal stores 
in Belfast, are specified in a proclamation 
of the Lord Lieutenant and council, in 
which all magistrates, and loyal subjects^ 
were strictly commanded to use their best 
endeavours for the prevention or punish- 
ment of such dangerous and treasonable pro- 
oecdings ; orders having been previously issued 
to the military officers to assist the civil in the 
execution of this duty. Notwithstanding the 
enforcement of this proclamation, the United 
Irish of Ulster would have obtained and em- 
ployed the means of insurrection, if the French 
forces, embarked at Brest, for the invasion of 
Ireland, had effected their landing at Ban try- 
l^ajT, where they arrived near the end of Decem- 
ber in the same year. While the debarkation 
of the French army, stated at fifteen thousand 
in number, was prevented by a storm which 
divided the fleet, the exertions of the Society 
to second the invasion, were prevented by 
the receipt of two contrary pieces of intelligence 
'ftdtax the French government, tte one a mcs** 



CIVIL WAR IN ICELAND. yg 

isage in Norember, promising tbe arrival of 
succours immediately ; the other, a letter , in a 
few days after the messenger's departure, which 
was considered as authentic, representing the 
proposed expedition to be deferred until the ea- 
Btting Spring.* 

A 'continuation of outrages, directed syste- 
matically, -provoked on the side of government^ 
more strenuous exertions to suppress them. 
Authorized for a discretionary disposition of 
his troops, to disarm the malecontents and 
prevent insurrection, (by a letter^ dated March 
the 3d, 1797, from the^ Secretary of State to 
the Lord Lieutenant,) General Lake, bearing 
the chief command in the northern district of 
the kingdom, issued on the 13th of that 
month, a proclamation, enjoining all persons, 
not empowered to keep arms by government, 
to surrender their arms and ammunition to the 
commanding oiScers in their several neighbour* 
hoods, and promising to informers, inviolable 
secrecy, together with rewards to the full value 
of the stores of war discovered in consequence 
of their information, t 

* AppendU to the report, &c. No. 3\. f IM, Npt . 8 tnd *. 
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The troops were so disposed, as to searclk all 
suspected places for military stores, and to pre* 
▼ent unlawful assemblies, especialljv in th^ 
mgbt, after a certain hour, in which all persont 
found abroad, without authority, were liable to 
arrest and punishment ; but the quantity of 
airms, thus collected, proving comparatively 
small, and the plans of the Society still remain* 
ing in force, whose exertions at the assizes, du-* 
ring the circuit in the succeeding month of 
April, so far frustrated the prosecutions of the 
crown, as to render the result rather an encou- 
ragement than the contrary, to the consplra* 
tors— -measures of a stilL more forcible naliHre 
were demanded. 

Another proclamation from the Lord Lteu-^ 
tenant, was* issued on the 17th of the fol- 
lowing month, declaring the efforts of the civil 
power to have been found inadequate for the 
preservation of the public peace ; the most ef- 
fectual orders to have been sent to the officers^ 
of his majesty's troops to employ their utmost 
power for the suppression of treasonable at- 
tempts ; and the king's most gracious pardon 
jto be tendered to all such (excepting person^ 
guilty of certain specified crimes,) as on or 
before the twenty-fourth of June, should sur- 
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render to ibe magistrates, uke the oath of al«* 
legtance, and, if bail should be required , enter 
into recognizance for their future good beha- 
viour. A letter from Secretary Pelham to th« 
'Ekvl of Carhampton, chief commander of thi 
troops, and orders from the Earl to these, to 
act independently of the cuvil power, followed 
the proclamation: and as the plan of each 
county was found (particularly by the infor«* 
mations of Nicholas Maguan, of Saintfieldj 
in the county of Down,) to be arranged for a 
gtoeral insurrection in'the North, which was to 
take place before the end of June, the most rig- 
orous and Summary modes of coercion were 
judged' necessary*'. 

The members cf the established government, 
forced by the magnitude of the threatened evils, 
into a temporary violation of the political con- 
stitution, for its ultimate safety, authorized 
such modes of compulsion as must have woun- 
ded their own feelings . The houses and efFecta 
of those who produced not the arms, which by 
informations they were known or supposed to 
have in concealment, were consumed with fire 
by the troops, or otherwise destroyed ; and 
many persons, to force a discovery^ were piai 

Ha 
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to^some species of torture, particularly, that of 
the picket. The term of surrender and pardop, 
was, by proclamation, prolonged from the. 
twenty-fourth of June, to the twenty-fourth oC 
July ; and such were the effects of the mea« 
sures pursued, that, excepting a partial, unsup- 
ported, and short-lived commotion, near the 
mountains in the county of Down, the intend- 
ed insurrection was prevented ; great quan-- 
titles of arms were collected from the naalcon- 
tents,^ and order restored throughout Ulster. 
But, while by acts of the most cruel rigour;, 
whidi foioed many of its efficient members Ia* 
to prison, exile, or inaction, the designs of the 
union were at that time frustrated, and its plan 
so disorganized in the northern counties, that 
the inferior societies , in general discontinued 
their meetings, and Ulster was far from beipg 
completely represented in the provincial com* 
mittee ; *.it:was extending in the Southern and 
Western, with assiduity and zeal, its improved 
system or organization.— To form some idea 
of this extraordinary and amazing scheme, a 
short retrospective survey is requisite. 

The organization of the Society of United 
Irishmen, which for some time was quite of » 

* A^pp^dlz to tll« reportj^ &c. N(x i4» 
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civil tiaiure,is represented as having comment 
Ged in the Spring of 1799> and as having 

' been completed in Ulster on the tenth of May^ 
1795. In the Autumn of the following year, 

^ when a reform of parliament^ the ostensible 
with all, and with some the real object, was 
regarded as not otherwise attainable than by 

' force, the association began to assume a rnili* 
taryform; and in April, 1797, the number 
of men in Ulster alone, enrolled for Insurrec- 
tion, was; beside others doubtless ready to as- 

. aist them, stated at nearly a hundred thousand, 
provided 9 some with fire-arms, others with 
pikes, a store of ammunition, and some cannon»* 
The organization was reformed in August the 
same year ; but to specify the several changes, 
appears unnecessary, and to give briefly the 
|;eneral outline of the system, su£|cient. 

The Association consisted of a multitude of 
Societies, linked closely together, and ascending 
In gradation, like the component parts of a py- 
ramid, or cone, to a common apex or point of 
union. The lowest or simple societies con- 
sisted each originally of thirty-six, afterwards 
at most of only twelve men, as nearly as pos- 

^ Appendix to the Repoit, Sec, Nos,. ft and 3c|. 
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slbte of the same neigbbourbood, that they 
might be mutually undet the inspection one oS 
another. An assembly of five Secretaries, seve- 
rally elected by five simple societies^ formed a 
lower baronial committee, which had the im* 
mediate superintendence and management of 
these five societies. Ten delegates, elected 
one from each often lower baronial, composed 
an upper baronial committee, which in like 
manner directed the business of these ten low* 
cr committees. With the same superintend^ 
denceover their constituent assemblies^ dele- 
gates from the upper bardnial, one deptited 
from each, formed in the eouniies, county 
eommitecs, and in populous towns, district 
ciDmmittees : and the provincial Committees^ 
oiie for each of the four provinces, were com- 
posed of delegates from the district and coKntjT 
committees, two from each, sometimes three, 
when the extent and population of the district 
seemed to require a more numerous representa-» 
tion. The supreme and uncontrouled com- 
mand of the whple Association waS committed 
to a general Executive Directory * composed of 
five persons, unknown to all excepting the four 
secretaries of the provincial committees; for 
they were elected by ballot in these commit* 
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teeSy tlie secretaries of which alone examined 
the ballots and notified the election to none ex* 
cept the persons themselves on whom it fdK 
The orders of this hidden directing power were 
conveyed through the whole organized body hy 
not easily discoverable chains of communica* 
tion. By one member only of the Directory 
were carried the mandates to one member of 
each provincial committees, by the latter 
severally to the secretaries of the district and 
county committees in the province, by these 
secretaries to those of the upper baronials, and 
thus downward through the lower baronial to 
th^ simple societies. 

The military organization was grafted on. 
the civil of this artfully framed union. The 
secretary of each of the simple societies was its 
non-commisSioned officer, Serjeant, or corporal^ 
the delegates pf five simple societies to a lower 
baronial committe, was commonly captain over 
these five, that is, of a company of sixty men; 
and the delegate of ten lower baronial to an 
upper or district committee, was generally colo- 
nel, or commander of a battalion of six hun- 
dred men, composed of the fifty simple socie- 
ties, under tie superintendence of this upper 
eommittee* 
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The Colonels of battallions in each countj^ 
tent in the names of three persons^ to the Ex- 
ecutive Directory of the union, one of whom 
was appointed by them Adjutant-General of 
the county, whose duty it was to receive aiid 
communicate military orders from the executive 
to the Colonels of battalions, and in general 
to act as officer of the revolutionary staffl 
They were required to inform themselves of^ 
and report the state of the united regiments 
within their respective districts^ of the number 
of mills, the roads, rivers, bridges, and fords, 
the military positions, the capacity of thft 
towns and villages to receive troops, to cfm-^ 
municate to the executive every movement* of 
the enemy (meaning the king^s troops) to an- 
nounce the first appearance of their allies, 
(meaning the French,) and immediately to col- 
lect their force* • - 

To complete the scheme of warlike prepara- 
ration, a military committee, instituted in the 
beginning of the year 1798, and appointed by 
the Directory, had its task assigned to contrive 
plans for the direction of the national force, 
either for the purposes of unaided rebellion, or 
co-operation with an invading French army, 
ts occasion should require. Orders were ksu- 
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tA that the mqnbers of the union should fur- 
nish thmselves, where their circumstances al- 
lowed it, with fire-arms,— .where not, with 
pikes. To form a pecuniary fund for the va« 
riousexpences of this great revolutionary ma? 
chine, monthly subscriptions, according to the 
zeal and ability of the subscribers, were col- 
lected in the several Societies, and treasurers 
appointed by suffrage for their collection and 
disbursement.* 

From this fund were supplied the demands* 
of the emissaries commissioned to extend the 
^nion. Of these, considerable numbers were 
dispatched into the southern and western coun- 
ties, in the beginning and course of 1797f 
where, though many had been sworn into the 
union, little progress for the effectual promo- 
tion of the system had been made before thq 
Autumn of 1796; and so little was made for 
some time after, that in May, 1797 » at the eve 
pf an intended insurrection, the strength of 
the association lay, exclusively of Ulster^ 
chiefly in the metropolis and the neighbouring 



• Appeadiz to the raport, &c. No* SI. Report of th» 
secret committee of the House of Lords, 8vo. 1 798, p. 6—9. 
See also the trials of Henry and John Sheares, John Mac CwUb 
Oiif^rBond, and Wflliam Michael Byrne, 
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counties of Dublin/ KUdare, Meath^ West* 
meathy and King's county. This body of 
political missionaries, received instructions to 
/Work on the passions, the prejudicesj and feel- 
ings of those to whom they should address 
themselves. 

The lower classes were informed, that, by a 
revolution, which, in the establishment of a 
republican system of government, would give 
universal suffrage and equal rights, their con- 
dition would be exalted and rendered far more 
eomfortable ; that their industry was now too 
fktally checked by discontents, and stifled by a 
load of oppressions; that all improvements 
were thwarted by the covetousness of land- 
lords, and the exactions of the clergy : and 
that their present government, did not suffici- 
ently counteract these checks, but were satis* 
fied with sacrificing the good of the nation to 
their own private interests* 

Such certainly is the deplorable condition in 
which Ireland stands with respect to agricul- 
ture. The first means by which every civi- 
lized nation exerts the industry of its inhabi- 
tarits, and provides for their wants^ is thu^ 
-Wglected. That duty of providing food aoil 
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ciofttliing, with the other ordinary .convenien- 
ces of life, which is known that every govern-* 
ment owes to its subjects, is left undischarged. 
Instead of fulfilling the higher duties of ad- 
wncing the nation to a state of true felicity,* 
by education, virtue, and real piety, it stops 
short in the very threshold, by leaving theiii 
unprovided with the necessaries of life. 

As from the exorbitant rents at which the 
lands of Ireland are in general set, on account 
of the great monopolies of land, entails, settle- 
ments, and bad customs, the payment of 
tithes, which are so unfortunately modi^ed as 
to rest their weight almost exclusively on til- 
lage, appears to the cottager, (exhausted by 
the demands of his landlords and the services 
and douceurs, exacted by his landlord's agent,.) 
an* almost intolerable grievance; the agitators 
of revolution spoke most forcibly to the feel- 
ings of the peasantry on that subject, particu- 
larly in the counties of the South, where the 
discontent, on this account, is greatest, repre- 
senting the establishment of a commonwealth 
to include, by necessary consequence, the total 
abqilition of this hated species of rent. 
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A rent, exacted to support accustomed lux- 
utyin the sister country, by wresting to tbe 
last farthing; from the hard labour of a 
iRrretched and dependent tenantry, whose oa* 
lamitotts appearance, (enough to send horror 
tothe sou) of humanity,) is unnoticed in the 
general view of misery and distress which Ire- 
land exhibits as a singular and melancholy 
spectacle to the world. Such are the men who 
detest the simple kind that cultivates their 
lands, and who calumniate, to other countries, 
the subdued and crawling peasant of their own, 
whose ears are to be gratified, whose hearts are 
cheerfully delighted, by a defamatory, ran- 
corous and indiscriminate reviling of their 
countrymen ; calumnies, that if directed 
against their fellow-natives, would excite hor- 
ror and indignation in the breasts of the gen- 
try of- any otlifer country in Europe or perhaps 
on the globe. 

It has been too common a foible with some 
of this class of gentry to aim at equal splen- 
dor and expence with their superiors in for- 
tune. Such men, before being aware of their 
situation, have incautiously expended largely 
above their incomes. A system of such care- 
less dissipation, and extravagant squanderings 
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must destroy the most ample resoufoes ; and 
flien, long in tKe faabitdf indulging those pre- 
peimties, and finding their means abridged, 
and thenliselves deeply involved, have *st ill an 
\ ariiing reltxctamee to give up any share of their 
ide^l conseqttenee* Instead therefore of re» ^ 
sorting to any rational plan of economy, they 
endeavour to gdt within the circle of some lord 
or great man, supposed to be possessed of eac«- 
tensive patronage. They court his smiles, 
and if their efforts are crowned with any de- 
gree of success, they instantly conclude, thut 
all their misapplied expenditure must be amply 
teiiAbursed' by this very often empl|^/?ipeculation. 
They count upon places and employments, df 
great emolument, for themselves and their 
children ; and thus they abandon all idea of 
the certain pursuits of industry, trade and hon*^ 
onrable profession : they launch into the lot- 
tery of patronage, and yield up their spirit o€ 
independence, and all their actions, (out of thte 
circle of their families) to the utter controul 
and directing will of their adopted patron. It 
is presumed, that any person acquainted with 
the state of Ireland, must perceive that this 
system has unfortunately been but too largely 
pursued, and too much acted upon ; and It is 
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also prettj notorious, that the country has 
been, for some time past, what is not unaptljr 
termed Lord^ridden, Slaves to their superiors^ 
but tyrants to their inferiors ; these needy ad* 
venturers become the tools of prevailii^ power. 
Justices of the peace are selected from this 
class, and these, by this degree of elevation^ 
(certainly to them the station is an exalted 
one) think themselves raised to a level of equaU 
ity with the most respectable gentlemen in th^ 
country. But their ignorance is so prepos* 
terous, and their behaviour so assuming, that 
men of education, talents and fortune, are in- 
duced to \vitj|)iold themselves from a situatioa 
they would otherwise grace, ^ it might oblige 
them to confer with fellows witk whom they 
would not by any means hold communion or 
keep company. Thus are the very men whq 
ought to be the magistrates of. the country, 
and who would cheerfully accept the office, 
were, they to associate with proper companions 
in duty, deterred from holding commissions of 
the peace ; while the justice, and police of the 
community, is left to ignorant, presuming and 
intemperate upstarts, devoid of all qualifica- 
tion and endowment, except that alone, if it 
may be termed such, of unconditional submis- 
sion and obedience to the controuling nod of 



eiVIL WAR IN IRELAND. 93 

their boasted patrons. If they faithfully ad- 
here to this, they may go all lengths In vio- 
lence and outrage to raise their consequence^ 
and enhance their estimation in striking terror 
into the multitude. These creatures have there* 
fore the effrontery to push themselves forward 
on every occasion ; and, after a . series of habi- 
tual acts of turpitude, whenever an opportu- 
nity offers itself, they become the scourges and 
the fire-brands of the country . It is n(iuch to be 
lameatedy that there are but too many examples 
of this melancholy truth, and that, in too many 
instancesy these wretches have been set on to . 
commit flagrant acts of outrage, to answer the 
political purposes of their patrons, who shrink 
from appearing personally concerned in these 
deeds of shame. On such occasions, from be- 
hind the curtain, the hireling crew are sent 
out to riot on the public stage, and dreadful 
are the consequences that follow ; while the 
vile understrappers are utterly ignorant of the 
«ause, and never question the motive of their 
•ubornation. 

As the emissaries of the Union Interested the 
feelings of the peasantry with respect to rents 
and tithes^ so also they endeavoured to preju- 

I S 
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dice the opinions of the laity in igentxd, 
against the hierarchy, and other parts of the 
ecclesiastical establishment. They represented, 
that, while die revenues of the Irish prelates 
amounted collectively to above eighty thou- 
sand pounds a year, besides immense sums lev- 
ied as fines on the leases of their lands ; and 
whi]e the revenues of chapters, and p^H^ciiial 
clergy, amounted to near a million of pounds 
annually, the vast expences of this establish- 
ment were useless for the purposes of religion, 
or the encouragement or support of literature ; 
since preferments were given solely from tem- 
poral or political motives, without regafrd to 
moral character or literary merit'; and since 
the religious offices of the church were per- 
formed for about sixty thousand pounds ^ 
year, by a number >of curates, who labour m 
penury and consequent conteifipt, for salerres, 
which, compared to the revenues of the pre- 
lates, demonstrated a scandalotis inequality, 
inversely proportionate to the utility of their 
employments. 

Though the liberty of the press had been 
circumscribed much by the precautions of the 
legislature, means were found still to employ 
this engine to the augmentation of the popular 
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idiSQOiitefft and dispo»tian to subvert the ^esten 
I>li6hed government. Two papers, called the 
Northern Star and the Press, ,were printed in 
'SU€oe86ion for that purpose, and industriously 
rircolatied. The former, instituted at Belfast, 
in the Summer of 1797» was not suppressed 
-othenvise than simply bj an act of militarj 
e^iecmion ; a party of soldiers -taking pos8e»- 
4aen>of theprintitig-office and destroying the 
types : riie latter, esublished in Dublin to- 
'ward the close of the same year, and after- 
"Wards, (in consequence of a new law,) publish- 
^ under thfe guidance of Mr. O'Cbnnor, sts 
the person responsible for its contents, who is 
now known to have been then a member of 
the Irish directory,* was interdicted by anoth- 
er act of parliament, which has confined the 
liberty of printing and publishing within Very 
narrow limits. 

Another paper, the Union Star^ appeared at 
regular periods, and was printed on one side of 
the paper to fit it for being pasted on walls, 
and frequently second editions were published 
of the same numbers. It chiefly consisted of 
names, and abusive characters, of persons sup- 

* See O'CoDDor^s address to the Irish nation on the occa- 
sion. 
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posed' to hare been informers against Unlt^ 
Irishmen, or active opposers of their designs ; 
and to such lists were generally added the 
most furious exhortations to the populace to 
rise and take vengeance on their oppressors* * 
To shew the spirit of this paper, privately 
printed, and industriously circulated, th^e fol- 
lowing extract may be sufficient: "Let the 
*^ indignation of man be raised against the 
** impious wretch who profanely assumes the 
" title of reigning by the grace of God, and: 
** impudently tells the world he can do tw 

** varong ! Irishmen ! Is granting a patent^ 

*' and offering premiums to murderers, to de* 
** populate your country, and tak^ away your 
•* properties, no wrong ? Is the foreign despot 
" incapable of wrong, who sharpens the sword 
*• that deprives you of life, and exposes your 
'•children to poverty and all its consequeM 
•^calamities? Oh, man! or rather less,. O 
"king! will the smothered groans of my 
••countrymen, who in thy name fill the in^ 
•• numerable dungeons you.have made, for as- 
••serting their just rights, be considered no 
•• wrong ? Will enlightened Irishmen believe 
•* you incapable of wrong, who offer up the 

« Appendix to the report, ftc. No. %1^ 
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''moslamiableof mankind daily on the scaf- 
**fold, orthegibbit, to thy insatiable ambi- 
**tion? Is burning the villages of what yoa 
** call your people, and shooting the trembling 
** sufferers, no wrong? Are the continual 
•• wars you engender and provoke to destroy 
**. mankind, no wrong? Go, impious blasphe- 
•• mer, and your hypocritical sorcerers, to the 
** fate, justice, and liberty consign thee. Ere 
'.' the grave embosoms thee, make one atone-^ 
•* ment for the vices of thy predecessors ; re- 
** sist not the claims of a people reduced to 
** eyery misery ; in thy name give back the 
** properties that thy nation wrested from a 
*^ suffering people ; and let the descendenis of 
*^ those English intruders, restore to Irishmen 
*' their country, and to their country liberty t 
"'tis rather late to trifle ; one fortunate breeze 
'*may do it ; and then, >aEoe to him who was 
**a tyrant, or who is unjust!!' 

Such were the addresses and declarations, 
with which this paper was daily teeming. 
It particularly poured forth the distresses of 
the catholic body, and taught them to be more 
discontented with the existing government of 
the country. But this lesson had been long 
fully learnt : for no Roman province, no oolo-^ 
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wy in the JEast or West^ no d;epdndeacgr ef 
^Mident Xjiecedeman or Athens, no ally of 
modern Franee, xWere ever so keenly and sys* 
tematicaUy fleeoed and pillaged than-ihese un* 
happy people. Every thing was made a pre- 
text for plunder. They struggled for liberty 
under Charles I. and were plundered. They 
struggled for .royalty against the rebellion, and 
were plundered. They fought for James II. 
and were plunderjed. The robberies of the 
rebellion were legalized at the restoration. 
The robberies of the^revolution were secured by 
a long and grievous train of pains, penalties, 
and disabilities^ too weighty for any people to 
stir under. English adventucers, Sicotoh ad- 
renturers, Duteb ad^renturers, were let loose 
to fatten B;t their escpence, and their faicest. 
possessions w«re to£n from the owners to en- 
rich pimps^ parasHes, mipionsi generals, state- 
^ creditors and land-purveyors. The f ramers of 
the union, therefore, studied how to rouse them 
to a resistance of the humiliated and degraded 
condition to which they were reduced. 

The catholics were soon roused ; for the 
poorest of them are neither so ignorant^ as not 
to know that the puuishoxents of theix anbes*- 
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t#rs are entailed on tbeir posterity, or so un- 
feeling as not to smart under a sense of sudi 
injustice. 

^ There is a sense of right and wrong, of jus-, 
tice and injustice, which is implanted by nature 
in the breasts of the most uncivilized barbarians. 
** Ask the most untutored child, whether the 
seed which the farmer sows in the earth is his 
own, and whether the robber who assassinates 
him, acquires thereby a just title to it ? All the 
legislators of the world will not give a better 
answer." Neither can any moral causes, alto- 
gether eradicate this principle of justice, which 
the Almighty seems so universally to have im- 
planted amongst men. 

The Irish Catholic is conscious of it, not- 
withstanding his humiliated condition ; ** not- 
withstanding the elephants of government are 
treading him to death.*' It exists, therefore, 
it flourishes ** in spite of all the passions 
which combat it ; in spite of those tyrants 
who would drown it in. blood ; in spite of 
those impostors who would extinguish it in 
superstitiiHi." From father to son^ therefore^ 
is carefully transmitted acknowledge. of the es«> 
tatts which the family was/ formerly possessed 

8791SK 
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, of. Each child, like a young Hanlbal, seeini 
sworn to die or recover them. Hence may be 
accounted in some measure, that inextinguish- 
able heroic virtue, that most splendid of all 
qualities, which has long adorned the people of 
this country. Not that it proceeds either so 
much from a principle of recovering the es- 
tates, so cruelly wrested from them, but from 
that pride, that love of Country, and that 
warmth of temper, which so much distin- 
guishes them. 

They have in every contest, both foreign and 
domestic, proved themselves a brave and war- 
like people. 

They may be slaughtered or dispersed in the 
field of battle, but their spirit can never be 
tamed. 

Their minds are capable of being wound up 
to the highest pitch of fortitude ; and their 
bodies, are tardy, robust, and equal to the 
greatest fatigue. For this reason, the Irish 
have always succeeded to admiration in every 
country where military boldness, has been 
looked for* They are gifted with that sur- 
prising character which disregards all obsta- 
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des, or only considers them as so many incen* 
lives to exertion. 

Of the ** Pre55,*'—- whichwas conducted in a 
style of superior energy and elegance, and 
with less violence, yet with so much intempe- 
rance as to accelerate its ruin, together with a 
rigid restriction of news-paper publications ;— 
To give some idea of this paper, the following 
extract is presented : 

** The rule of right, is a rule that in mo- 
'* rals should never vary ; but in these king- 
** doms to preach up royalism is the best rule ; 
** and the wisdom of Government protects 
** those who embrace this right side of the 
'* question, while it punishes with equal recti- 
^' tude, those who maintain that a republic is 
** the only right form of Government ; 
•' Let us apply this rule to the Continent. 
*^ France is not a nation of fools ; and some 
** among them have as much sense (God for- 
** give them) as ***** ;— _but no matter. 
** The fools of France tell you that monarchy 
'' is a coat - of arms, whose! supporters are 
*' the church and the aristocracy— its crest, the 
*' bloody hand— and its motto, Odi frofanum 
'^ vulgus ; but that democracy ^ not possessing 

K 
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** these rampant wits in the ^gis of wisdom, 
•* whose right rule should govern the world. 
<« Now these are two rules of rights both ap- 
** pearing on opposite principles — ^both pro- 
** nounced to be the very best for the govern- 
** ment of man, and each declared superior to 
** the other in excellence ; yet a man shall be 
*' punished alternately for observing this or 
** that, according to the air which he breathes.** 

Such were the effects of the various engines 
6f the Union, that before the end of the year 
1797, the peasantry in the middle and southern 
tounties of Ireland j were generally sworn into 
the conspiracy, and preparing for insurrection. ' 
When the liberty of publication in the ncwsr 
papers, was, by new acts of parliament, so nar- 
rowly circumscribed, as no longer to admit 
United Irishmen to. avail themselves of this 
most valuable channel of communication, 
hand-bills were privately printed and dispersed 
for the conveyance of instructions and exhor- 
tations. By this, and the oral modes of 
communication, instructions were conveyed 
through the whole body of the association to 
abstain from spirituous liquors, that the na- 
tional consumption thereof might be diminish- 
^, and Consequently the revenue and strength 
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of government^ arising from that great subject 
of excise. In one of tlie. circular hand-bills, a 
hint of an approaching necessity of insurrection, 
is followed by these words : ** la the prepara* 
V tlve interim, let sobriety be national and 
'^ unchangeable; by abstaining totally from. 
** the use, of spirituous liquors^ you will 
"destroy the excise, which is the only branch 
** of revenue remaining, whence is produced 
*' ihe^ principal strength of governmeht ; you. 
'* will prevent the distillation of grain, which 
" consumes near double the quantity that is 
** otherwise used for the necessaries of life;. 
.^* you will consequently make bread one-third 
'* cheaper, benefit the community, andembar- 
** rass your enemies.*** The leaders of the 
Union might have alsohad in view, the advan- 
tages of sobriety in its members for the promo- 
tion of its ends ; as without it, neither the se- 
crets entrusted to the lower classes, could be sup- 
posed so secure, nor their co-operation so regu- 
lar and effectual when an order should be is- 
sued to take arms. This instruction was obey- 
ed so well, that a striking change was quickly 
perceived in the generality of the common 
people, from drunkenness to sobriety— <a change^ 

* Appeodix i% tke report, lie. No* 3S« ' 
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which was by the government at first attribu- 
ted to another cause, the fear of .exposing 
themselves to the danger of arrest by the king's 
troops, who had orders to stop and imprison all 
persons after a certain hour of the night. 
However blameable the British Govcx'nment 
may consider this instruction of the united 
chiefs, they ought not, in common policy, re-^ 
gret it ; and should wish its effect permanent, 
«ince any defect of their revenue, thereby occa- 
sioned, would be amply supplied from other 
sources, in consequence of the habits of sobriety 
among the lower people, with which economy 
and industry have a natural connection* 

Another deep instruction, given with a de- 
^rtgn to embarass government, with respect to 
the public revenue, had great influence. This 
wa39 a caution against the purchase of the quit 
rents of the crown, which were to be sold for 
the raising of supplies ; and against the accept- 
ance of bank-notes, or paper money, in place 
of coin, in pecuniary dealings. With thb de- 
sign, were distributed hand-bills, contrived for 
the depreciation of government securitrBS in 
general.— ^One of these, addressed in the name 
of the United Irishmen, to the landed and mo- 
nied interests of Ireland, runs in these words : 
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" Whereas it has been proposed by the ChanciU 
** lor of the Exchequer 9 to sell the quit rents of 
'* the crown, in order to raise new supplies for 
'•the prosecution of this unjust, unnecessary, 
•* and ruinous war : now we, the United Irish- 
•• men, impelled by a sense of public duty, 
'• and sincere regard to the rights of property , 
*• think fit to give you this public caution, 
"•* that no such fraudulent traiisaction, consu- 
*• ming, by anticipation, the resources and fu- 
*• ture revenues of the nation, will besuffiejent 
** to stand good in the event of a revolutioa 
•* and a free legislature ; a fair and solid bar-- 
** gain must have the sanction of due authori- 
** ty : but this, as well as every other loan oil 
^-'Contract, now in agitation^ is in itself invali- 
*^^f dated by the nefariousness of its object, and 
•f the incompetency of the present parliament 
*/ to bind the nation by any act whatsoever, as 
•* it is notorious to the whole world, that it was 
"named by. the crown under \\iQ terrors of 
•^ martial linv\ that there exists in it no free- 
'' dom of action---but that it is the bou^t base 
'•instrument of supporting an exterminating 
•^ government and foreign domination, Aftet 
•* ihisy let the dupes blame themselves.** 

K8: 
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Of a hand-bill distributed wit]i de^gn t9> 
obstruct >tlie circulation of bank-notes, and 
tenned a ** Caution to theBretliern,'* the follow- 
ing is an extract : ** Those appointed by you to 
** superintend your interests, have from time to 
*' time, sent y6u such advice or information, at^ 
*' they were enabled, from reflection or enqul- 
*' ry, to ofFer for your advantage and the gen* 
* ^ era! good. Still actuated by the same principle 
" of zeal and fidelity, they deem it their duty 
** to caution you against the immense quantity* 
** of bank-notes, which government is ' fabrica- 
*'ting without bounds. We need not tell 
f * you, that the value of any bank-note rest» 
*• upon the credit of him who issues it. And, 
*' in our opinion, the issuer of this paper, is a- 
V banjsrupt, who in all likelihood, must &hort- 
** ly shut up and run away. The present con- 
*' v&nienc* of circulation, will be but poor 
** amends for the subsequent beggary and ruin- 
** it will bring on the holders; for you know 
*' that it will be waste-paper, and must stop 
^' somewhere, as soon as there is a bursty and 
*J* that the possessor fGod help, himj will be 
*' nibbed of so much property as be has take» 
" it for/** 

* Appendix to the Report,. &c, No, 2jft» 
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In consequence of this monition, the members 
4if the Union, and those who were influenced 
bj them, declined the acceptance of this paper 
money, and great inconvenience was felt in 
pecuniary transactions ; hut the circulation was 
forced, for the tender of bank-UQtes amount* 
cd to legal payment, the rejection of which 
cancelled the debt ; and those who refused to 
part with their goods for money of this descrip- 
tion, were liable to be imprisoned, or heavily 
amerced by the quartering of soldiers on their 
houses/. 

Hand-bills also were employed to assist 
the emissaries iri attempts to seduce the army— 
attempts which had comfhenced so early as the 
year 179^, but which were, by the active cir- 
cumspection of government, particularly that 
most wise measure of augmenting the pay of 
the military, rendered abortive. Of one of 
these distributed papers, signed Shamroc dated 
the S7th of March, 1798, and addressed from 
Westmeath to the soldiers of Ireland, calcula- ) 
ted to interest the feelings of these men, the fol- 
lowing is an extract. ** My countrymen, 
•^ what can you say when you hear of scenes 
•^*; of blood acting on t}ie i^ot where your na- 
^y tive hamlets once stood j but now no more :. 
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•• their owners, your, friends, either flent ia ^ 
" seek repose in the grave, by the hands of these 
"villainous Orange murderers, or immured 
** in the damp and dreary dungeons of the 
'* bastiles of this country : pining in chill des- 
•' pondency, waiting for a trial seldom obtain- 
•* ed, and when obtained, acquitted, after 
** years of dreary solitary confinement ! Som€ 
•' hurried on board prison-ships— nsome actually 
** transported to the>ettlements on the coast of 
•>* Africa— others sent to serve in the West In- 
** dies, certain victims to the climate, or left 
** to rot, chained in the hold of a filthy coast- 
** ing vessel ! Your wives despoiled to gratify 
•* the insatiable lust of these ravishers !— And 
** these scenes, my countrymen, suffered to go 
** unpunished by those in power, whom you 
*• protect ; to whose frowns, your array adds 
** terror ; to whom you give your support : 
•* for unless you please, they vanish ; without. 
** your protection these despots fall—these de- 
" solators, that each day refine on such bloody, 
'* deeds, would perish, and your country be 
** free. My brave countrymen ! do not let 
'^ the world call us dastards : no, let us shew 
*[ the world we are men^ and, above all, that<- 

* » ' ■ " ' . — » ' ■ ■ ■ ■ ,. ■ i^ 
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•«»we are Irishmen. Let every man among. 
*' you feel the injuries your country, your- 
•* sdires have suffered ; the insults you have 
'* received, the stripes that have been dealt with 
^' an unmefciful hand on those brave comradeg 
'* who dared to think and feel for their coun- 
*« try~If you do, the glorious work will be 
" complete, and in the union of the citizen and 
•^ and his brave fdlow-soldier, the world (hith* 
•* ^to taught to look down upon us with con- 
'* tempt), will see that we can. emancipate our 
*' country ; . we will oonrince surrmmding 
*' nations, that Irish soldiers have avowed and 
*' adopted a maxim they will maintain, or per- 
** ish-^namcly^ that ev^ry man should be a soU 
*' dier in defince of his Uhrty, b^t'HQne i^ taki^. 
** away ths^Uierty of others/'* 

While every engine of internal opposition 
againstgovernment was put In motion, the Irish 
Directory maintained a constant intercourse 
with the French, whose aid for the accom- 
plishment of the revolution was earnestly soli* 
cited. After several more, early communica- 
tions between the led.ding members of «he Union 
*nd those of the French government, by the 

r ■ ' ■ ! ; J » I ■■ii . i * 
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medium of some Irish fagitivesat Pari?, a for- 
mal intimation, in 1796, as already mentioned^ 
was given by one of those fugitives, supposed 
to be Theobald Wolfe Tone, that, on a repre- 
ientation of the state affairs, the French Direc- 
tory had come to a resolution to send a force 
into Ireland, for the pwpose of co-operating 
with that of the conspirators* Acquiescing in' 
this proposal, after an extraordinary meeting 
for its consideration, the chiefs of the conspi* 
racy sent with this advice two messengers, said 
to be Lord Edward Fitzgerald, and Mr. O'Con- 
nor, who went by Hamburg to Switzerland,' 
where, near the French frontier, they met Hoche 
the French general, and is thought to -have' 
there concerted with him the plan of operation. 
In the October of the same year, an accredited 
minister arrived in Ireland from France, an- 
nouncing the design of invasion with an army 
of fifteen thousand men, which was attempted 
near the end of the following December, in the 
abortive expedition to the Bay of Bantry. To 
solicit the assistance of anQther armament from 
-France, which had been expected after the 
failure of the first, a confidential agent, nam- 
ed Levins, was deputed, who, leaving London 
in March, 17&7> and passing through Ham*. 
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borgb, arrived ab&ut the end of May, in Paris, 
where he afterwards remained as the ambassador 
of the Irish Union to the French Directory. 

From a fear that a premature insurrection, 
unaided from abroad, the suppression of which 
might ruin their scheme, should be forced by 
the vigorous mea»ures,«al ready related, adopted 
by government in the province of Ulster'— a 
most -confidential member of the Directory, 
Doctor William James M'Neviri, who had acted 
•as the Secretary of this ruling committee, was, 
at the end of June, in the same year, sent with 
orders to press the French government, with, re*. 
doubled earnestness, for immediate aid. Meet- 
ing at Hamburg, with an agent of the French 
republic, and finding some difficulty in the 
procuring of a passport, M'Nevin transmitted 
a memorial by this agent to Paris, where he 
himself afterwards delivered a Second, having 
obtained permission to proceed on his journey. 
' In the former of these memoirs, were made a 
statement of the condition of the United Irish, 
and of the kingdom in general, for the recep- 
tion of the French auxiliaries ; a promise of 
reimbursement to the French government of 
its expences in the emancipation of Irelanfl,' 
and a demand of a body of troops not exceeding 
ten thousand men, nor falling short of fiw 
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tkoi}saQd» with artillery,, ammunition, aad 
arms, for the supply of the United Army. In 
the letter was adduced every argument which 
the writer conceived for the hastening of the 
expedition* It appears also, that an attempt 
was made at the same time, to procure the 
assistance of such Irish officeEs of note as were 
then in foreign service, as might be prevailed 
upon, by receiving high rank, to. engage in the 
secviceofthe Union.* The assistance, how- 
ever, of a military force was conceded, and an 
army much greater than had been requested, 
consisting of fifteen thousand men, was em- 
barked for this purpose in a Duch fleet at the 
Texel, under the command of General Daen- 
dells ; but the fear of the British navy, superior 
in strength, occasioned a sudden debarkation 
of these troops ; and when, contrary "to the 
judgment of its Admiral, this armament was 
obliged to sail, at the instance of the French 
Directory, it was totally defeated on the elev- 
enth of October, 1797, by a squadron of British 
vessels under the command of Lord Viscount 
Duncan. 

Still, after this disappointment, hopes of new 
suecours from France were sedulously encou- 

* AppeaUiz to the report, &c. No, 31. 
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rageSy and the members of the Uiilon admon- 
ished to be in a state of preparation to receive 
them* In February, 1798, instructions in de- 
tail were issued from the military committee 
to the adjutant-generals, concerning the modeti 
of preparing for open warfare against govern* 
mcnt, and to the several regiments concerning 
thrir arms and appointments.—- *To extend the 
organization, to augment the military stores, 
and to add in every way to the strength of the 
conspiracy, continued to be the immediate ob- 
ject of its partisans till the arrival of their allies. 

But while on one side, the chiefs of the Uni- 
ted Irish proceeded in their plans, with a refio* 
lution to avoid, if possible, an insurrection, 
till, by the landing of the French auxiliaries, 
or some other favourable event, their prospect 
of success might be nearly certain, or highly 
probable, the government, on the other, was 
determined to disorganize their system^ if pos- 
sible, and to destroy the strength of the con« 
spiracy, before such an event should occur. 
After the proclaiming of many distdcts in tb« 
southern and midland counties, the imprison* 
ment and transportation of some thousands of 
per$Qus^ and other acta of power^ a very severa 

L 
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wound was inflicted on the union by tlie arrest 
of the thirteen members composing, the Provin- 
cial Committee of Leinster, with other princi- 
pals of the conspiracy, at the house of Mr. 
Oliver Bond in Dublin, on the 12th of March. 
This arrest was grounded on the information 
of Thomas Reynolds, a Roman catholic gen- 
tleman, of a place called Kilkea- castle, in the 
county of Kildare, colonel of an United Irish 
regiment, treasurer of the county of Kildare, and 
provincial delegate for Leinstcr, who having tra- 
velled in the same carriage ;ivith William Cope, 
of Merrion-squafe, in Dublin, about the twenty 
fifth of the preceding month, had been induced 
by the arguments of that gentleman, and the 
picture which he drew of the horrors of a revolu- 
tionary war in Ireland, to disclose, for the use 
of government, what he knew of the conspiracy 
—pretending, however, to receive, from time to 
time, his information from another person, not 
to be himself the original informer .—In this 
arrest were included the most able and active 
leaders of the union—Thomas Addis Emmet, a 
counsellor of great distinction, Arthur O'Con- 
nor, Ddct.William James M'Nevin, and Oliver 
£ond. The vacancies made in the Pirectory,* 
,«knd elsewhere, by the seizure of these aipid otb^ 
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persons^ to the number of three hundred, were 
instantly filled with men eqqally determined in 
scpafjating the two Kmgdoms. 1 

To prevent a despondency among the mem* 
hers of the Union, on this occasion, a hand- 
bill, dated on St. Patrick's day, the seven- 
teenth of March, was distributed, of which the 
following is an extract : 

*' For us, the keen but momentary anxiety, 
** occasioned by the situation of our invalua- 
** We friends, subsided, on learning all the ck- 
** cumstances of the case, into a calm tranquil- 
** ity, a consoling conviction of mind, that 
** they are as safe as innocence can make them 
^* now ; and to these sentiments, were quickly 
** added a redoubled energy, a tenfold activity 
'J of exertion, which has already produced the 
** happiest effect. The organii&ation of the cap* 
** ital is perfect* No vacancies existing ; ar- 
" raagements have been made, and are still 
*^ making, to secure for our oppressed breth- 
** yen, whose trials approach, the benefit of 
** legal' defence ; and the sentinels whom you 
•< h»ye appointed to watch over your interests, 
''.staled firm to their posts, vigilant of events, 
**. ajjd prompt to give you noiice and advice. 
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•elf in acts of open violence and febeHiOR.; 
and that in consequence thereof, the most di- 
rect and positive orders had been issued to the 
officers commanding his majesty's forces, to 
employ them with the utmost vigour and dec!** 
sion, for the immediate j^uppression of this 
conspiracy, and for the disarming of all sus- 
pected persons, by the most summary and ef- 
fectual measures. 

Immediately after this, all Ireland was put 
under martial law, and the military sent out 
at free quarters in all parts of the Kingdom. 
What hardships, what calamity, .what misery 
must not the wretched people suffer, on whom 
were let loose such a body, as the soldiery then 
in Ireland, are described to be, in the general 
orders before alluded to of General Aber- 
cromby.* 

They becainc rnasters of every house in the 
iiountry, the real owners were obliged to pro- 
cure them every necessary they thought proper 
to demand ; and^ as their will was then the 
enly law, and a very i«nperious and tyrannical 
law it wa$^ the people dare not, except at the 



'*■ Appendiz to th^rcportj d^c. Kes, d6 and dr« 
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risk of their lives, cbroplain of any outrage 

or brutality of which their savage dispositioa 

prompted them to be guilty. The inevitable 

consequence was, that' such horrid acts wer.c 

-perpetrated, such shocking scenes were exhibit- 

'■ed, as must rouse the indignation and provoke 

the abhorrence of all not dead to humane feel- 

-iflg^ or not barbarised by unnatural hatred of 

their fellow-creatures 1 

The troops were quartered on the houses 
of all suspected persons, in numbers propor- 
tioned to the supposed guilt and ability of the 
owners, whose pecuniary circumstances were 
generally injured and ruined by the mainte- 
nance of the soldiery, and the waste which was 
otherwise made of their effects. Great num- 
bers of houses, with their furniture, were 
burned ; thousands of the common people, and 
many even in circumstances of life far superior 
to that class, particularly in ihe city of Dub- 
lin, were scourged, some^ picketed, or other- 
wise put to pain, to force a confession of con- 
cealed arms or plots. Some irregularities may 
naturally be supposed also committed by com* 
mon soldiers, without the approbation or knowr^ 
ledge of their officers, in such a state of affairs^ ^ 
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and mtnf acu of sererity by persod« not iot 
tlie regulftf troops-Hsome from an unfdgQed^ 
and others from- an affected zeal for the service* 
of the crown • These various vexations amoun t«< 
ed on the whole to such a mass of disquietude 
and distress, that the exhortations of the diiefs^ 
to bear their evils with steady patience, until 
ah opportunity of successful insurrection should 
occur, proved vain vsrith the lower cla^el* 
Such numbers of these, in the months of April 
and May, were surrendering their arms, and' 
taking the oath of allegiance, particularly in 
the couaties of Kildare and Tipperary, which * 
were by these means in great measure disor- 
ganized, that the chiefs of the Union, fearing ' 
a total derangement of their scheme, and de- • 
Struction of their force, before a favourable op* 
portunity of revolt should arrive, came to a- 
determination to try their strength against?^ 
government, without the assistance of their 
French allies, and a plan for the purpose wa*' 
accordingly digested by the military committee*^ 

To authorize the general burning of bouses . 
and furniture, the wisdom of administrationt ^ 
may have seen as good reason as for other iswta . 
of severity. Th^se burnings doubtless caused- 
ao small terror and consternation t% the revo*^ 
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lutlQoists, but they catised also a loss to tb^ 
communif/ at large, rendered many quite des^i 
perate who were deprived of all, and augment-* 
cd the violence of hatred in those among whom 
these houseless people took refuge. The des- 
truction of corn and other provisions, of which 
incredible quantities were consumed by fire, 
together with houses, was, in the opioion of 
the wise and moderate, worse than impolitic ; 
and its effects were felt in dearth and famine 
for two years after. Probably in this, as in 
other cases, the lower actors in the political 
icene, sometimes exceeded the limits within 
which the wisdom of administration would 
have confined them, if that had been practica- 
ble, after these had once been vested with au* 
thority. Some of the lowest actors were in 
fact ready enough in other cases to exceed 
such limits. Men imprisoned on suspicion, 
or private information, were sometimes half- 
hanged, (as the act was termed,} or strangled 
almost to death, before their guilt or innocence 
could be ascertained, by such men as the up- 
start magistrates, and inferior officers of the 
army, without the knowledge, as is supposed, 
of government . Reflecting loyalists of huma- 
nity were much concerned at the periiusstasi» 
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01' impualty of such acts, which tended so 
•trongly to confirm the. prejudices already, so 
laboriously excited by the emissaries of 
freedom. 

Among the causes which, in the troubled 
interval of time, previous, to the grand insur- 
rection, contributed to the general uneasiness, 
were the insults practised by pretended zealots, 
to the annoyance of the truest loyalists as well 
as malcontents, on persons who wore their 
hair short^ or happenned to- have any part of 
their apparel of a green colour, both of which 
were considered as emblems of a republican, or 
of a revolutionary spirit. Short unpowdered 
hair had been affected by persons in Britain, 
supposed to be republicans ; yet the same was 
also worn by many loyalists for convenience. * 
The term *^ croppy y' however, was adopted in 
Ireland to signify a revolutionist, or enemy Iq 
tjie established government. Any perspn ha- 
ving their hair cut short, (and therefore called^ 
a croppy^ by which appellation the soldiery 
designated an united Irishman,) on being 
piointed out by some loyal neighbour, was im« 

* Short hair, about which so senseless a bustle was made, 
was found so convenient, that it was generally adopted after 
the rebellion, even by those who had instig»ied outrages oft 
account of it. 
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mediately seized and brought into a guard- 
house, where caps, either of coarse linen, of 
strong brown paper, besmeared inside with 
pitch, were always kept ready for service. The 
unfortunate victim had one of these well heat- 
ed, compressed on his head, and when judged 
of a proper decree of coolness, so that it could 
fiotbe easily pulled off, the sufferer was turned 
out, amidst the acclamations of the merciless 
torturers ; aad to the view of vast numbers 
of people, who generally crowded about the 
gjiiard-house door, attracted by the afflicted 
cries of the tormented. Many of those, per- 
secuted in this manner, experienced additional 
anguish from the melted pitch trickling into 
their eyes, 'this afforded a , rare addition of 
enjoyment to these keen sportsmen, who reite- 
rated their horrid yells of. exultation oh the 
repetition of the several accidents to which 
their game was liable upon being turned out ;^ 
for, in the confusion and hurry of escaping 
from the ferocious hands of these more than 
savage barbarians, the blinded victims fre- 
quently fell, or inadvertently dashed their 
heads against the walls in their way. The 
pain of disengaging this pitched cap from the 
Jbe*d must be next to intoleral^le. The /hair 
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was often torn out by the rootli, and not un-i 
frequently parts of the skin were so scalded or 
blistered, as to adhere and come off along with 
it. The terror and dismay that these out« 
rages occasioned are inconceivable* Moisten** 
ed gunpowder was frequently rubbed into the 
liair cut close, and then set on fire ; some, 
while sbearing for this purpose, had the tips 
of their ears snipt off; sometimes an entire ear, 
and often, both cars were completely cut off; 
and many lost part of their noses during the 
like preparation. But, strange to tell, these 
atrocities were publicly practised without the 
least reserve in open day, and no magistrate or 
officer ever interfered, but shamefully connived 
at this extraordinary mode of quieting the 
people ! — Some of the miserable sufferers, on 
these shocking occasions, or some of their rela- 
tions or friends, actuated by a principle of retal- 
iation, if not of revenge, cut short the hair of 
several persons whom they either considered as 
enemies, or suspected of having pointed them 
out as objects for such desperate treatment. 
This was done with a view that those active 
citizens should fall in for a little experience 
of the like discipline, or to make the fashion 
of short hair so general, that it might no longer 
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be a mark of party distinctbn. Females were 
also exposed to the grossest insults from these 
military ruffians. Many women had their 
petticoats, handkerchiefs^ caps, ribbons, and 
all parts of their dress that exhibited a shade of 
green (considered the national colour of Ire^*- 
land) torn ofF, and their ears assailed by the 
most vile and Indecent ribaldry. This was a 
circumstance so unfo reseen, and of course so 
little provided against, that many women of 
enthusiastic loyalty, sulfered outrage in this 
iftanncr. Some of these ladies would not on 
any account have worn any thing which they 
ctould even imagine partook in any degree of 
tfoppyism. They were, however, unwarily in- 
volved, until undeceived by these gentle hints 
from these kind guardians of allegiance. 

That those who were most active to commtt 
these outrages, or to instigate others to the 
commission of them, Wfere not the best friendii 
of government, no one can doubt. Their 
conduct, whatever may have been their mo- 
tives, was evidently adapted to augment the 
number and rage of the malcontents, which, 
iii concurrence with other circumstances, 
might have produced very fatal effects : besides, 
ihiat iix ^ the hour of danger^ whea the grand 
M 
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insurrection took place, and governmerit stoad 
in need of the most vigorous exertions of its 
friends, most of these agitators of insult stood 
*loof, and the rest, so far as general experi- 
' cnce and information extends, were very shy. 
in their movements against the insurgents, and 
cautious of their personal safety; a conduct 
which implied either a defect of courage or of 
loyalty. 

By the system of secret accusation and espio-* 
nage, necessarily adopted, with other extraor- 
dinary measures, in this dangerous crisis, gov- 
ernment unavoidably made ample room for the 
exertions of private malice. Magistrates and 
military officers, were empowered to receive in- 
formations, to keep the names of the informers 
profoundly secret, and to proceed against the 
accused acxx>rding*to discretion • 

\ Of the underling^order of magistrates, many 
pretended to receive information, which they 
had not received, for the indirigence of private 
malice against individuals ;-— but some of the' 
gentlemen invested with these new powers, were 
led into grievous errors by false informers, 
whose names notwithstanding have never been 
divulged. One instance deserves to be men* 
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tioned, as it has been already made publid int. 
the newspapers, and has given cause for a de- 
bate in parliament. Thomas Fitzgerald, l^igh 
sheriff of Tipperary, seized at Clonmel, a gen- 
tleman of the name of Wright, against whom 
no grounds of suspicion could be conjectured 
by his neighbours, caused five hundred lash- 
es to be inflicted on him in the severest man<* 
ner, and confined him several days without 
permitting his wounds to be dressed, so that 
his recovery from such a state of torture and 
laceration could hardly be expected.* In a- 
trial at law, after the rebellion, on an action; 
of damages brought by Mr. Wright, againsiv 
this magistrate, the innocence of the plaintiff 
appeared so manifest, even at a time when pre-r 
judtces ran amazingly high against persons^ 
accused of disloyalty, that the defendant was* 
condemned to pay five hundred pounds to hi^ 
prosecutor. Many other actions of damage, 
from all quarters of the kingdom, on similar 
grounds, would have been commenced, if thcr 



♦ A letter, of a peifectlf inhocentnatur^ written in the 
French language, was found in the pocket of this.uofortunate '' 
gbntteman, which this magistrate, whose want of knowledge 
of.jihe French language, hastily considered as a sufficient, 
proof of guilt, to confirm h im in so Umentablo oa error aA4 
•utragf. 
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parliament had not put a stop to fucb proceed** 
mgs, by an act of indemnity, for ftll errors 
(committed by the magistrates from supposed 
4cal for the public service. Sinee the rebellioiv, 
a pamphlet has appeared, $tiled> * * James*s 
narrative of tlie, tortures and executions of up- - 
wards pf two hundred persons, among whom 
are named seventeen respectable gentleineii, 
who fell victims to the prccipiuncy or mis- 
information of this officer of justice; inwfcicli 
their innocence, and the iniquity of the pro- 
ceedings against them, are indubitaWy aiid 
plearly proved.'* TTiis publication records the 
many atrocious cruelties committed by a sin* 
gle individual, as an instance of the abuM of 
poMfer, delegated by the members <rf admiiiift^ 
,tration, to a multitude of inferior actosa» ia a 
liose of lamentable distraction. 

From this period forward, the people suflFered 
most by the infliction of all kinds of torture ; 
for, in the several towns and villages, a magis- 
trate started up, eager for the glorious distinc- 
tion of outstripping the above-mentioned Fitz- 
gerald and all others like him, each by his 
own superior deeds of death, deflagration, and 
. torture I But it is to be observed, that noaaof 
these men had ever before possessed either tal- 
ents or respectability sufficient, to entitle him 
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.to take a leading part ; yet if burning houses^ 
whipping, and ' half-hanging^ numbers, hang- 
ing some ^ all out^ and shooting others, with 
attendant atrocities, constitute the characteristic 
of loyal and good magistrates, they must be 
allowed strong claims to eminence* 

Great as the apprehensions ffom Orangemen « 
had been before^ among the people, they were * 
now multiplied ten-fold, and aggravated ter- 
ror led them in numbers to be sworn United 
Irishmen, in order to counteract the supposed 
. plan of their rumoured extermination. -The 
fears of the people became so great, at length, 
that they forsook their houses in the night, and 
slept, (If under such circumstances they could ; 
sleep) in the ditches, and the women were evea> 
Slivered in that exposed oondition! These 
facts were notorious at the time, and bad the 
^government and magistrates of the country,. 
been actuated by the feelings that humanity 
iiaturally excites on such occasions, they mi^bt 
with very little trouble, have convinced the de* 
laded populace of the fallacy of such reports, 
Md promised them public protection. 

In general, however, the feet was otheni^ise. . 
T!he melancholy situation of the people wa^i-i 

M 13, 
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regarded with the utmost indifFereoce ; fe^r 
individuals felt any concern, or gave thetii'* 
selves any trouble about what they thought ^ 
und DO effoft, whatever, was made to allay 
their apprehensions, or . at all to undeceive 
them. Their minds were left to the operation 
of their fears, to dissipate which, if any pains 
had been taken, it is certain that these harrid 
conceptions entertained of Orangemen, could 
never have taken such strong hold of their 
frightened imaginations, and that violence 
would have been repressed in its origin*. 

This circumstance, of absence from the hou- 
ses, very generally prevailed through the coun- 
try, although there were the strictest orders 
forbidding it. This was occasioned at first, as 
was before observed, from apprehensions of 
'the Orangemen, but afterwards proceeded from 
thi actual experience of torture by the people, 
from . the magistrates, and military. Some, 
too, abandoned their houses for fear of being 
whipped, if, on being apprehended, confessions 
satisfactory to the magistrates could- either be 
given or extorted, and this infliction many pelP- 
sons seemed to fear moxe than death itself. 
Many unfortunate men, who were taken, in 
Aeir own. houses, were, strung up as it wetc to«> 
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bef hanged, but were let down now and then, 
to try if strangulation would oblige them to 
become informers. After these, and the like 
experiments, several persons languished for 
some time, and at length perished in conse- 
quence of them . Smiths and carpenters, whose 
assistance was considered indispensibie in the 
fabrication of pikes, were pointed out, on evi- 
dence of their trades, as the first and fittest 
objects of torture. But the sagacity of some 
magistrates, became at length so acute, from 
habit and exercise, that they discerned an U^ii- 
ted Irishman even at the first glance; and 
their zeal never suffered any person, whom 
they deigned to honour with such distinction-, 
to pass off without convincing proof of their 
attention. The two following instances arc 
selected from " An account of the late rebd*- 
lion," by the respectable Mr.. Allender, an 
inhabitant of Ross. 

** I now heard of many punishments of sus« 

• * * pected persons, both by fiogging and stran-^ 

^' gulation, being put into, execution in the 

** barrack-yard, (in Ross) to extort confession 

"of guilt. There were two of these victims. 

..** brought from the barrack to the court-house, 

*^ to. undergo a repetition.of former punish-^ 
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•* mcnta* On«dr them of tb€ name of DrU* 
** col, was found in Cjimlin^wood, near Ross, 
f^ where be 3aid» be generally wandered as a 
'• heroiit. ypon him were found two Roman 
•* catholic prayer-books, with which it wa$ 
♦• supposed he administered oaths of disloyalty. 
** He had been strangled thne times, and flog- 
** g^d four times during confinement, but to 
*• no purpose ! His fellow-sufferer, was one 
**Fitzpatrlck, of Dunganstown, near Sutton^s 
^* parish. This man had been for many years 
** a sailor in tlie service of his king, but long 
" utterly disqualified to follow that occupation, 
** by reason of an inveterate scurvy in his legs. 
**He therefore commenced abecedarian, near 
•* Sutton's parish* It happened thatamagis- 
** trate, who was a yeoman, and others of his. 
** corps, passed by his noisy mansion, which 
"was no other than a little tjiatched stable, 
** that like, a bee-hive^ proclaimed the industry 
" of its inhabitants. The magistrate entered, 
** followed by the other yeomen. ** Here is a 
*'man." says the magistrate, speaking of the 
** master, ** who I presume, can have no ob- 
"jection to Uke the oath of allegiance.—* 
•* What do you say ? Mr. teacher !" '' O dar 
•* a leoursa,* {i. e. by this book) I will take it. 
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**Sir, and thank you for bringing it tome.** 

•* So saying, he took the boiJc, which the ma- 

^'gistrate held forth, and not only took the 

'* oath with the mpst cordial emphasis, but 

•* added another, expressive of his loyalty at 

** all times. Upon this the magistrate regard- 

** ed him with a look of dry humoirr, and ob- 

** served, that this must be a loyal man indeed^ 

" Well then, my loyal friend, I suppose you 

** will readily swear to all the pikes, and to 

•I the owners and possessors of them, of which 

•* you have any knowledge ?" The man swore 

'^ he had no certain knowledge of the kind; 

" and that he never saw a rebel's pike in his life, 

**or a pike of any kind since the rebellion • 

**Then,*' says the magistrate, ** you shall swear 

** that you will, to the utmost of your future 

** knowledge or information, this way, give, in 

*^ thebe^t manner you can, all such information 

" to a lawful magistrate, or other officer in his 

** majesty's service." " No, Sir" ;answered 

'• Fitzpattick, ** I will not swear that : I will 

•* bring no man's blood on my head, and if I 

•* do inform, who will support and protect m^, 

"when I have lost all my scholars, and my 

"neighbours turn upon me?"— Upon this 

" hci was immediately apprehended, and escort- 

" ed to Ross : he was not strangled, however. 



134 HIS1X)RY OF THE 

•• but flogged with great severity; and it wa^ 
•• not with dry eyes, that I saw the punishment 
•* inflicted on this humble pioneer of literature. 
'* About a month after the battle, both these. 
** men were tried before General Cowley, and 
*' matters appearing no farther against them 
** than I have stated, they were liberated from 
** a close and filthy confinement. The Gene- 
'* ral presented both with a small sum of in&«- 
•• ney, expressing a good natured concern, 
** that he could not give them any greater 
** pecuniary assistance. He also gave them 
•* written protections, expressive of their being 
•* peaceably disposed. I never once heard an 
** authentic account of any immediate good 
** effect produced by these punishments. 
** However, it is most certain, that the severi* 
*• ties in general, served to accelerate the rebel* 
*Mion, and thereby, very considerably to 
*• weaken its progress." 

Many innocent men were thus taken up, while 
peaceably engaged . in their own private con- 
cerns, walking along the road, or passing 
through the market in the several towns, with- 
out any previous accusation, but in conse- 
quence of military whim, or the caprice of 
magisterial loyalty ; and those who bad be^jB 
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at market, and were passed by unnoticed, had 
the news of a public exhibition to bring home, 
for the unfortunate victims' thus seized upon, 
were instantly subjected, at least, to the tor- 
ttre of public whipping. People of timid dis- 
positions, therefore, avoided going to market, 
fearing that they might be forced to display 
the like spectacle. Provisions, of course, be- 
came dear, for want of the usual supply in 
the market towns ; and the military, to redress 
this evil, went out into the country, and 
bfought in what they wanted, at what price 
they pleased ; the owners thinking themselves 
well treated, if they got but Jt tenth of the 
valueof their goods ; and in case of a second 
visit, happy if they escaped unhurt, without any 
payment, which, however, was not always the 
case ; and thus were the minds of the people 
brought to a^it such powerful impressions of 
tefror, that death itself was sometimes the con- 
sequence. The following is a strong instance 
of, this melancholy fact, related by the Rev. 
Mr. Gordon :•— 

** On the morning of the 2Sd of May, a la- 

^ bouring man, named Dennis M*Daniel, 

, *• came, to my house with looks of the utmost 

** consternation and dismay, and confessed to 
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«' me, that be had taken the United Irish*- 
** man's oath, and had paid for a pike, (witk 
•* which he had not yet been furnished) nine* 
** teen-pence halfpenny, to one Kilty a smith, 
** who had administered the oath to him and 
** others. Whik I sent my eldest son, who 
•* was a lieutenant of yeomanry, to arrest Kil- 
** ty, I exhorted M* Daniel to surrender him- 
'* self to a magistrate, and make his confes- 
*• sion ; but this he positively refused, saying 
•* that he should. In that case, be lashed, to 
** make him produce a pike, which he had not, 
*• and to confess what he knew; not. I then 
** advised him, as the only alternati\;e, tore- 
*^ main quietly at home, promising that if he 
•* should be arrested on the information o£ 
*' others, I would represent his case to the 
'^ magistrates. He took my advice, but the 
*' fear of arrest and lashing, had so taken pos- 
<' session of his thoughts, that be could nei- 
** ther eat nor sleep ; and on the morning of 
'* the 26th,' he fell on his face and expired in a 
** little grove near my house." 

These disorders, increased with the alarfli of 
th6 approaching insurrection, which the chiefs 
of the Union, seeing its force deeliriing and in 
^Ag«r of being destroyed, by the vigorous 
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measures of government, appointed to com- 
mence on the twenty-third of May, without 
waiting for French auxiliaries, lest, before that 
aid should arrive, their system should be so 
disorganized as to be incapable of any promis- 
ing effort. Among the precautions, taken on 
this occasion, by the members of government, 
who were fully informed of the intended re- 
volt, was the augmentation of the regulars^ and 
yeomanry, to thirty five thousand men. 

These yeomen had begun to be embodied in 
October, in the-yeat 1796, in a kind of inde- 
pendant companies, each composed of ^about 
fifty men, mostly cavalry, with a much small- 
er body of infantry attached to them, and each 
generally commanded by a captain, and two 
lieutenants. The infantry were armed like 
those of the r^ulai army, but the cavalry 
were furnished with only one pistol and a 
swdrd each) excepting a few who had carbines^ 
In the formation of the companies or corpse of 
yeomen, to appoint the far greater part of them 
cavalry, was an error, as the event clearly 
proved ; for in the insurrection which ensued^ 
the yeoman infiintry supported by regular 
troop», fought steadily against the foe : whil^ 

N 
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the horsemen, from the nature of the country, 
uneven with hills, and every where intersected 
with ditches — 'their want of proper subordina- 
tion and discipline, and the facility of escape, 
were of little use except for patrolesor express- 
es, though their horses were superior to tho^se 
of the regular cavalry in ^the traversing fof 
ditches and fields. If these troops had been 
habituated to dismount, and engage on foot, 
with carbines, their service might have beea of 
considerable effect ; but, as the matter was, 
they could hardly ever be brought to a charge 
on the Irish, or to make a retreat with regu- 
larity. 

The cause of this error in the institutron of 
armed yeomen, of the appointment of mostly 
horsemen instead of infantry, so little effica- 
cious for the end proposed, and so oppressive to 
individuals of the poorer sort, who were obli- 
ged to furnish horses at their own expence, 
and maintain them without much assistance of 
pay, was by some supposed to be the jealousy 
of government, who suspected a general .disaf- 
fection of the people, and feared to give sancr 
tion to such a military establishment, as, \i\^^ 
the oldvolunteers, , might become a dangerpui 
-tngine of pppular demands, undex the. .in§|i- 
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eoce of patriotiemen. But the protestants of 
Irelaod in general are too apprehensive of the 
o£ the hostile determination of the catholici 
against them, ever fully to coalesce with that 
body against government ; so that, with few 
exceptions, if the real sentiments of this de- 
•cription of people had been known, adminis- 
tration might have reposed the fullest confi- 
dence in them. In that case the difference oif 
pay to cavalry and foot-men, might have been 
saved, and the insurrection probably stifled in 
its commencement, or at least much more 
speedily suppressed. 

A necessary precaution^ was, the arresting of 
several principals of the conspiracy. Among 
the persons apprehended at this critical time, 
was Lord Edward Fitzgerald, who had escaped 
the arrest made at Oliver Bond's house, on the 
twelfth of March. This nobleman had served 
in his majesty's army, where he had been 
highly esteemed for his courage and military 
conduct, his hpnour, humanity, and candor ; 

. He was eminently qualified for. the excite- 
ment and direction of revolutionary commo- 
tions, being, a man of daring courage, a most 
active spirit, considerable abilities of mind, 
and being of a family highly respected for its 
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ancitnt greatness* In consequenoe of a pro^ 
(damation issued cm the eleventh of May, a«-> 
obmpanied with a promise of a thooKnil 
Haunds reward for his apprehension, he was 
seised on the nineteenth, in the house of Nich-*^ 
olas Murphj, a merchant in Thomas^'ftreet^ 
Dublin^ by William Bellingbam Swan, a m(M 
active magistrate, town-major Strr, and captaiti 
Ryan, with a company of soldiers. 

But his Lordship made so desperate a de- 
fence, with no other arms than a dagger, that 
Swan was wounded, and Ryan, and two of his^ 
Company, died of their wounds eleven days 
after. Lord Edward himself, expired in great 
agony, on the third of the following month, 
from the effects of this furious conflict, as he 
had been wounded in the shoulder by the shot 
of a pistol from major Sirr. 

On the nineteenth and twenty-first of May,* 
several other arrests were made, arid among the, 
arrested, were Henry and John Sheares, bro- 
'thers, natives of Cork, men of great abilities, 
and lawyers, who made a visit to Paris in 179S> 
where they had imbibed very deeply revote- 
tionary ideas ; had, on their return .to Ireland, 
been active in the united conspiracy, and had; 
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as th€Fe la good reason to Mievc, at last fcd^iitf 
raised to tba fatal eminence of the Direetoi^iili 
CoBomitlee. Ffom tbeir belief of his bang ^tk 
United Irishman--^ belief doubtless iin|Mre9sed 
bj some dextrous management on his part, anil 
the hope of hisco*operation in thebusines»<H» 
they ooi^llded the secret of the time and plan o^ 
the ininrrection to Captain Annstrong, of the. 
King's County militia, who bad procured an* 
introduction to them through the medium of. 
Mr. Pairicl Byrng, bookseller of Graftonn 
street, Dublin. The intelligence occamonally 
received by this officer, who had procured hit 
introduction for the serviee of gorepnipent^ 
was regularly conveyed to the Lord Lieutenant* 
la the house pf Henry Sheares, at the tin^e of 
hJs. arrest, and in the hand-writing of John^j 
was found a manifesto evidently intended fof 
publication after the capital should be in pos* 
session of the conspirators. In thia were ex* 
pressed sentiments, contrary, asi thare if every 
M^iaoQ to believe, to the natural disposition of 
these gentlemen ; but, in the p^^^t's {^rase^ 
^ to 9k\JiM the gates of mercy oa mankind/'^ 
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may be a maxim with revolutionists ; and; in^ 
fact, the severe and terrible measures to wh\d& 
goTernment, for, the preservation of ils exist* 
ence, had been obliged to have recourse, mii^t 
naturally excite a spirit of revenge and cruelty 
in the malcontent faction ; yet the former 
members of the directory, bad intended to 
avoid bloodshed as much as possible, and only 
to banish those who should prove refractory, 
allowing their families a maintenance out of 
their properties. * If the affairs of the Union 
had continued to be conducted with the ability 
of these former members, probably the govern* 
ment, with all its vigilance^ would have been 
overturned. 

The above-mentioned manifesto, which was 
.uot quite finished for publication^ ran in the 
following terms* 

** Irishmen, your country is free, and you 
** are about to be avenged. . That vile govern- 
•* ment, which has so long an^ so.cruelly op- 
•* pressed you, is no more. Some of its mbst 
•^^ atrocious monsters have already paid the for- 
•* feit of their lives, and the rest are in dur 

• " I ' ■ ■ ■ ■ ■' ■■ I * ■ I 

^ Appeadyi to the rqiort, dec No. 31. 
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^< hands. The natianal flag*-«the sabred ^fot^ 

*^. 18 at this moment fljing over the ruins of 

^^dtspotism; s^nd that capital, which a few* 

*'. hours past, had witnessed the debauchery, the 

^' plots, and the.crimes of your tyrants, is now 

!f the citadel of triumphant Patriotism and 

.** Virtue 1 Arise, then. United Sons of Ireland^ 

f' arise like a great and powerful j>eople, de^r- 

.** mined to live free, or die. Arm yourselves^ 

•* by every means in ^our power, and rush 

i ** like lions on your foes. Consider, that for 

\V every enemy you disarm, you arm a friend, 

-•A-and thus become doubly powerful. In the. • 

**^useof liberty, inaction is cowardice; and 

** the coward shall forfeit the property he haa 

" not the courage to protect. Let his anus be 

" secured and transferred to those gallant 

•* spirits who want and will use them. Yes^ 

•* Irishmen, we swear by that Eternal Justice, 

•'in whose cause you fight, that the brave. 

•^Patriot who survives the present glorioua 

• ** struggle, and the family of him who has* 

r •/fallen, or hereafter shall fall in it, shall re- 

- ^' ccivc from the hands of a grateful nation aa. 

•* ample recompence out of that property whichi * 

. *Uhe crimes of our enemies have forfeited inta 

V its hands^ and his name, shall be inscribed 
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*^ on the great national record ef Imli wnralii- 
**'tion, as a glarious example to all poftt^rity ; 
••but we likewise swear to punish jobbery 
«• with death and infamy. We also swear ne- 
•* ver to sheath the sword until every being^ in 
•• the country is restored ta those equal rigbt* 
••which the God of nature has given to all 
•• men ; until- an order of things shall be estab- 
•^ llshed in which no superiority shall be ac- 
•* knowledged among the citizens of Erin, but 
•♦ that of virtue and talents. As for those de- 
•• generate wretches who turn their swords 
•• against their native country, the national ven- 
•* geance awaits tbem^ Let them find -no quarter ^ 
•• unless they shall prove their repentance by 
••speedily exchanging the standard of slavery 
•* for that of freedom, under which th^ir for- 
**^raer errors may be buried, and they may 
*• share the glory and advantages that are due 
** to the patriot bands of Ireland. Many of the 
•• military feel the love of liberty glow -within 
•• their breasts, and have joined the national 
•* standard. Receive with open arnjs such as' 
^ •* shall follow so glorious an example— they 
•*can render* signal service to the cause of 
*• f/eedom, and shall be rewarded according ta 
•^th^ir deserts. But for the wfetcSx wha tumf 
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**^his sword againat liis native country, Ut the 
'' national vengeance be vialted' on him ; iet 
'^Um find no quarter. 

' *' Rouse all the energies of jour souls : call 
** fortli all the merit and abilities which a vif^ 
** cious government consigned to obscurity ; 
•• and, under the conduct of your chosen leaders, 
".march with a steady step to victory. Heed 
" not the glare of hired soldiery or aristocratic 
"yeomanry : they cannot stand the vigorous 
** shock of free-men ; Their trappings and their 
*' arms will ^soon be yours ; and the detested 
**, government of England, to which vre vow 
** eternal hatreji, shall learn, that the treasures 
''it exhausts on its accoutered slaves, for the 
'^purpose of butchering Irishmen, shall but 
** further enable us to turn their swords on its 
♦* devoted head. Attack them in every direc- 
** tion by day and by night ; Avail yourselves 
"of the natural advantages of your country, 
** which are innumerable, and with which you 
'* are better acquainted than they. Where' 
** you cannot oppose them in full force, con- 
".stantly harass their rear and thwr flanks .^ 
** cut off their provisions and magazines, ami? 
"prevent them as much as possible froooi 
" uoitWg their forces : let whate?«r tniw 
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" ments yoa cannot devote lo fighting for yonr 
** country, be passed in learning how to fight 
•* for it, or preparing the means of war-^^for 
** war, war alone, must occupy every mind 
•* and every hand in Ireland, until its long op- 
^* pressed soil be purged of all its enemies. 
•* ——-Vengeance, Irishmen ! — iVengeance on 
"your oppressors !— -Remember what thou- 
*• sands of your dearest friends have perished by 
** their merciless orders !— ^Remember their 
•'burnings, their racklngs, their torturings^^ 
'< their military massacres^ and their legal 
*'murder&— !" 

By such arrests, and other precautions, the 
plan of insurrection was frustrated,, which was 
to commence on the night of the 2Sd of May, 
by an attack on the army encamped at Lehauns* 
town, or Laugh linstown, seven miles south of 
Publin— an attack on the artillery stationed at 
Chapeli^od, two miles west of the same— ^n 
attack on the castle, and other parts of the 
metropolis, as soon as the news of the two former 
assaults should reach the city, in all which the 
counties of Dublin, Wicklow, and Kildare 
were to co-operate— and the destruction or de- 
tention of the mail-coaches on the north and 
south roads, which was to serve as a signal of 
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insurrection t6 the rest of the kingdom. The 
scheme had been announced late in the evening 
of the gist, by a letter from the secretary of the 
Lord Lieutenant to Thomas Fleming, the Lord 
Mayor of Dublin, and on the ggd by a message 
from' the Lord Lieutenant to both houses of par- 
liament ; to prevent its execution, the troops of 
the line and auxiliaries, amounting to one 
hundred and seventeen thousand effective men, 
were disposed under arms in what were suppo- 
sed to be the most advantageous positions. By 
a variety of precautions the capital was re- , 
strained in tranquillity ; but in the neighbour- 
ing counties, notwithstanding the disorganiza- 
tion of the confederacy by the various opera- 
tions of government, the appointment was ob- 
served by considerable numbers ; the mail- 
coaches on the northern, western, and southern 
roads were destroyed ; the first at Santry, 
three miles from Dublin ; the second between 
Lucan and Leixlip, eight miles from thasame; 
and the third near Naas, fifteen miles from the 
c^pit^l ; insurgents assembled in many places ; 
and in that night and the following day, several 
skirmishes were fought, and the towns of Naas, 
Claine, Prosperous, Ballymore-Eustace, and 
Kilcullen, were attacked ; as were also, in the 
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n&tt succeeding nigbt and day, those of Car* 
low* Hacketstown, and Monasterevan. 

Among the skirmishes of the recent insur- 
rection were those which took place near Rath- 
farnham^ Tallagh, Lucan, Lusk, Duhboyne, 
Barretstown, Collon, and Baltinglass. In all 
these petty actionSj, except those near Di^n- 
boyne and Barretstown, and in all the attacks 
of towns, except that of Prosperous, the United 
Irish were victorious. In these and other 
conflicts in the course of the insurrection, the 
number of the killed and wounded of the Uni- 
ted Army is extremely uncertain, and almost 
always vastly exaggerated in the public prints. 
The action near Dunboyne, eigh't miles from 
Dublin, in the county of Meath, was the sur- 
prise of the regiment of Reay fencibles by a 
body of United Irish, who seized the baggage 
of the king's troops escorted by the above regi- 
ment ; and that near Barretstown, was also a 
surprise of a body of the Suffolk fenciWes, who 
lost all their baggage in their march to Kildare. 
The engagement in the neighbourhood of Bal- 
tinglass, twenty-nine miles from Ehiblin, 
sou-thward, was one of the most considerable 
of the skirmishes which happened at this time. 
A body of at least fourteen hundred of the 
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United Army, were, on the £4th, at 1 o'clock, 
attacked in the town of Stratford upon Slancy^ 
near Baltinglass, on one side by the Antrim 
regiment under Colonel Macauley, and part of 
the ninth dragoons ; and on the other by a par- 
ty of Horse commanded by Captain Stratford. 
By this double attack they were totally routed, 
with the slaughter perhaps of near three hun- 
dred ; while but one hundred and ninety seven 
of the Royalists were killed. 

The attack of Prosperous, a small town in 
the county of Kildare, intended for a seat of 
cotton manufactures, seventeen miles distant 
from Dublin, was made an hour after mid- 
night, on the night of the 23d, or morning of 
the 24th, by a large body of men, supposed to 
be conducted by Doctor John Esmond, a 
Catholic gentleman, first Lieutenant of a troop 
of yeoman cavalry. 

The garrison was assailed by surprise, the 
barrack was fired, and the greater number of 
the city of Cork militia, with their Com- 
mander, perished in the flames, and by the 
pikes of the enemy — ^Twenty eight also of a 
Welch regiment of cavalry, stHed ancient Bri- 
tons^ wete elaughtered bn this occasion, and a 
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few were made prisoners. Many of the United 
Irish of this body, were, by the trembling royal- 
ist inhabitants, recognized to be the same who 
on the preceding day surrendered to the 
King's justices, and had expressed contrition 
for having, engaged in the conspiracy of United 
Irish, and made most solemn promises of future 
Joyalty — a melancholy instance of dissimular 
tion, practised elswhere in similar circumstan- 
ces . Here, as in all other places where the. 
United Army had success, in the early part of 
the rebellion, while their hopes were high, a 
tumultuous and frantic exultation took place, 
with congrattilationsof Naasand Dublin being 
in the possession of their associates; the con - 
reyance of suph false intelligence, to inspirit 
their followers, being a part of the policy 
almost constantly practised by the chiefs of the 
revolt. Loud shouts were heard on such oc- 
casions, of down 'With the Orangemen ! and 
which marked the object of insurrection at its' 
tery commencement, in the minds of the com- 
mon people. They accordingly murdered with 
deliberate ceremony, and mangled their bodies 
in a horrid manner, two gentleman of the 
names of Stamer and Brewer, who had been 
obnoxious to them. That a slaughter of a 



CIVIL WAR IN IRELAND. 16I 

great number would have been perpetrated, is 
highly probable, if it had not been prevented 
by the approach of a body of troops, through 
fear of whom the United Irish fled. 

The attack of Naas, the most considerable of 
the military stations, assailed by the United 
Army at the very commencement of the rebel- 
lion, was an hour and a half later than that of 
Prosperous. In this town, fifteen miles south- 
westward of Dublin, were posted the Armagh 
militia, detachments of the fourth regiment of 
dragoon guards and of the ancient Britons, 
under the command of Lord Viscount Gosford. 
The surprise of this post was pr^ented by the 
vigilance of the garrison. The approach of 
near a thousand insurgents, under the conduct 
of a chief named Reynolds, being announced 
by a dragoon, the troops had time to form ac- 
cording to a preconcerted plan. Repulsed ia 
their first onset at the county goal, which 
stands in this town, the United Irish possessed 
themselves of all the avenues, and made a gene- 
ral assault in almost every direction. Unable 
to make an impression on the troops, they fled 
on all sides after about two hours and a half of 
irregular firing, and were pursued with slaugh- 
ter by the cavalry. Of the King's forces sevc- 
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ral officers and privates were slain ; of 11^ 
Irish about two hundred were found dead '^^ 
the streets, and a greater number, were slaugh-. 
tered in the roads and fields In the pursuit. 
In the course of the day the inhabitants of 
Naas beheld such scenes, as were afterwards 
exhibited elsewhere on a larger scale, and with 
much higher colouring, the terrified royalists^ 
of the neighbouring towns and country, men,, 
women, and children, who had abandoned 
their possessions to the rapacity of the /oe, 
flocking into this place of arms with the troops 
who retreated from the inferior posts. The 
garrison of Clainc arrived here in the morning, 
The troops who had fought at Kilcullen arrived' 
not before nine in the eveaing ; the fugitive 
Royalists who accompanied them were obliged 
to remain in the streets all night,'yet they fared 
much better than many people afterwards in 
similar situations^ as they were supplied with 
provisions from the military stores while they 
continued in the town, which was during some 
time after in a state of alarm.' 

In the action at Kilcullen, which had taken 
place at seven in the morning, the inefficacy of 
cavalry against embattled pikemen was too 
clearly shewn. A bojly of a.bout six hundred 
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of the Irish, haying taken post at the church of 
Old Kilcullen, General Dundas, without wait- 
ing for his infantry, ordered his cavalry, con- 
sisting of the light dragoons and Romneys, to 
charge, and, in this service, three times re- 
peated, they were repulsed with the loss of orte 
of their Colonels, and a number of subaltern 
officers and privates^ besides many wounded, 
most of them mortally. Retiring to Kilcullea 
bridge, he attacked the enemy, who had follow* 
cdhim thither, with the infanty in front, who, 
in ten destructive discharges of musketry, 
discomfited and dispersed them* ' 

A mistaken opinion of the force of cavalry 
against pikemen seems to bav€ been almost unl* 
versal until this moment, when experience 
brought conviction, \ 

War being^ now openly commenced by the 
conspirators, government necessarily proceeded 
to the srongest measure of coercion. The Lord 
Lieutenant issued a proclamation on the 24th 
giving notice, that orders were conveyed to all 
his majesty's general officers in Ireland, to 
punish according to martial law, by death or 
otherwise, as their judgment should approve^ 
all persons acting, or in any manner assisting^j^ 

O a . 
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la the rebellion. This proclamation wis tio« 
tified the same day to both houses of partia* 
ment, by a message from his exoeUency^ who 
received in consequence, addresses <^ thanks 
and approbation from both. The effects of this 
{NTOcedurey the necessity of which marked th^ 
calamitous condition of the country, wer? 
guickly felt by great numbers of the lower, and 
fiome of the higher classes of the people* An 
instance of its fatality to the latter, immediately ^ 
occurred on the sanguinary repulse of the 
United Irish at Carlow. 

Of the intended surprise of this town, forty 
miles sonth'^westward from Dublin, the garri- 
son was apprised, both by an intercepted letter, 
and by the intelligence of a captain Roe^ of the 
Sligo militia, who had observed the peasants 
assembling in the vjcinity late in the evcQing 
of the 3-lth of May. The garrison, consisting 
of the ninth dragoons, the light company of the 
Kilkenny militia under captain Heard,^ some of 
the l-outh militia, the yeoman infantry of Car- 
low, under Captains Burton and £ustace. Sir 
Charles Burton' S' yeomen cavalry, and a few 
rolunleeirs^the whole about eleven hundred 
and fifty in number^ under the command of 
ColondMahon, of the ninth dr^oons^ waft 
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jodidmsly dtsUibuted at various posts for the 
seocption of the assailants. The plan of assault 
vas ill Qontrivedy or ill executed* Diifereat 
pKTties were appointed to enter the town at 
different avenues ; but only one, that which 
arrived soonest, attempted an entrance, the rest 
being deterred by the incessant firing of the 
troops. This body, amounting to a thousand . 
or fifteen hundred, assembling at the house of Sir 
Edward Crosbie, a mile and a half distant from 
Carlow, marched into the town at two o^cIock 
of the morning of the 25th of May, with so 
little precaution as to alarm the garrison at a 
quarter of a mile's distance, by the discharge 
of a gun, in the execution of a man who scru- 
pled to accompany them in their enterprize. 
Shouting as they rushed into Tullow-street, 
with that vain con&dence, which! is commonly 
followed by disappointment, that the town was 
their own f they received so destructive a fire 
from the garrison, that they recoiled and endea* 
voured to retreat ; but finding their flight in- 
tercepted, numbers took refuge in the bousies^ 
where they found a mi'seraWe exit, these being 
immediateTy fired by the soldiery. About 
eighty houses were consumed in this conflagra* 
tion, and for some days the roasted remains rf 
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tinbappj men were falling down tbe chimniei 
in which they had perished. As about half 
this column of assailants had arrived within 
the tawn, and few escaped from that situation^ 
their loss can hardly be estimated at less than 
six hundred ; while but a few, in comparison^ 
fell on the side of the king*s troops. 

After the defeat, executions commenced, aa 
elsewhere in this calamitous period, and about 
four hundred in a short time were hanged or 
shot, according to martial law. Among the 
earliest victims were Sir Edward Crosbie, and a 
Mr. Hey don, who commanded in Sir Charles 
Burton's troop. The latter is believed to 
have been the leading chief of the insurgent 
column ; to have conducted the assailants into 
the town, and on their ill success to have aban- 
doned them. Sir Edward, at whose house the 
column had assembled, but who certainly had 
not accompanied <them in their march, was con- 
demned and hanged as an United Irishman. 

. The court which condemned this amiable 
and unfortunate baronet, was illegally consti-* 
tttted, being destitute of a judge advocate* 
The execution of the sentence was precipitate, 
at an unusiial hour in the night, and attended 
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with atrocioas circumstaacesy not warranted 
by ike sentence, and reflecting indelible dis- 
grace on the parties concerned. 

The defeats of the United Irish at Monaster- 
evan and Hacketstown, In the same morning 
with that of Carlow, were nearly as bloodless 
OQ.the side of the Rojalists. 

The garrison of the former, consisting of 
nine hundred men, of whom a good iiiany 
were cavalry, was assailed by a body of men, 
perhaps a thousand or thirteen hundred in 
number; but such was the spirit of this little 
army, assisted by some volunteers, that the as* 
satlants were oii every side completely repul- 
sed, though they could not be prevented from 
setting fire to part of the town. The infantry 
had advanced against the main body of the 
enemy on the bank of the grand canal, where 
the town is situated ; while the cavalry, skir- 
mished with another party in the street. On 
the return of part of the infantry from the pur- 
suit, a furJPus attack was made in conjunction 
with the cavalry, and the United Irish were 
driven from the town with slaughter, ^''wo 
hundred and sixty-eight of their dead were said 
to be collected and buried by the victors ; some 
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are supposed to have been carried away by the 
vanquished, many of whom were doubtless 
wounded. Of the Royalists about two thirds 
of that number were slain, of whom many 
were of the volunteer class. 

The incautionand confidence of the Uplted 
Irish was no where more strongly exemplified 
than in their attack of Hacketstown, in the 
county of Carlo, forty -four miles from Dublin. 
The garrison, which was composed of the An- 
trim militia, under Colonel Gardiner, and a 
body of Orangemen under captain Hardy, 
being apprised of the approach of the United 
Army, marched out to meet them ; but on 
sight of the enemy, whose number appeared to 
be above three thousand, the troops retjeated, 
lest they should be surrounded, and took refuge 
in the garrison. This, as the event sodn prov- 
ed, answered the purpose of a feint. The 
United Irish, from joy of their imagined victo- 
ry, raised a vehement shout, and rushing for- 
ward in the utmost confusion, wgre,. on the 
sudden arrival of a detachment of l^ttinfan- 
try,^harged with such address and spiol'-as to 
be completely roulfad with the loss o^jiear four 
hundred of tjieiit men, while not ;iiore than 
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two hundred and fifty-three of the Royalists 
were killed. 

• While the rebellion was thus checked in its 
extension south-westward of the capital, exer- 
tions were made, and arrangements to suppress 
it, on the northern and western sides. In con- 
sequence of these arrangements, on the even- 
ing of the 26th, a large body of the United 
Irish assembled on the hill of Tarah, in the 
county of Meath, situated eighteen miles 
northward of Dublin, was compleatly routed, 
with the slaughter, it is said of eleven hundred 
and fifty of their men, found dead on the field 
of battle, together with two of their Generals, 
and many inferior officers. 

The loss of the victorious party, was ac- 
knowledged to be very great. The position of 
this hill, insulated by a widely surrounding 
plain, is well adapted for defence against an 
attacking foe, but ill for escape from victorious 
cavalry, from whose pursuit they could be pro- 
tected only by the inclosures of the fields, so 
that many dffubtless were killed or wounded in 
their retreat. 

As this victory laid open the communication 
of the metropolis with the northern part of t^e . 
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4Lingdoni, sootber sueoessful isioveEtt«nt» ftb^ 

duced the same effects on the wefttern sid^. 
On the 29th, a little after eleven o'clock in the 
morning, a body of the United anny, who had 
posted themselves in the village of Batbangan^ 
on the grand canal, in the county of Kildarc^ 
situated twenty-nine miles westward of Dub- 
lin, had fortified their post with bairicadoes 
and chains across the streets, was dislodged, 
and about sixty of them slaughtered, by a 
party under the command of Lieutenant-colonel 
Longfield, of the royal Cork militia, who ad- 
vanced against the town with his artrllcry in 
the front, his infantry supporting it behind, 
and his cavalry so placed as to support both. 
The loss sustained by the Kings troops was 
inconsiderable, as the Irish gave way on the 
fifth or sixth discharge of their cannon. 

Discouraged by defeats, some of the United 
Irish began to wish for leave to retire in safety 
to their homes, and resume their peaceful oc- 
cupations. Of this, a remarkable instance oc- 
curred on the 31st of May. LieiHenant-Gene- 
ral Dundas, who had, in the afternoon of the 
24th, defeated a United force near Kilcullen, 
and relieved that town, received on the 28th, 
at bis quarters at Naas, a message froifl a body 
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<( about .two tboas^Qcl men, posted on an emi- 
ttence, called KnoGkawin hill, on the border 
of tbeCurragb ofKildare, a beautiflil plain, 
used as a race course, twenty*two miles 
«outb-westward of the metropolis. The pur- 
port of this message^ which was in a fnank and 
simple waj, was, ** that, as their brave Offi- 
cers were no ipore, and had fallen in battle, 
they would now, as being without a General, 
jsurrender their arms to him, on condition of 
thek beii^ permitted to retire unmolested to 
tb^r habitations, and that he would likewise 
liberate one. of their Colonels, named Perl; as. 
fjrom the gaol. of Naais. The General, having 
«^nt a messenger for advice to Dublin Castle, 
and receiving permission, assented to the 
terms. 

This disposition to surrender, (which good 
policy ought to have encouraged, on the part 
of the Government,) among the United Irish, 
was blasted three days after by military ardor, 
which, when it eludes the salutary restraints 
of discipline, and is exerted against an unre- 
sisting object, ceases to be laudable. Major- 
General Sir James Duff, who had nlade a rapid 
march from Limerick with six thousand men^ 
u> open the communication of the metropolis 
P 
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with that quarter, received intelligence of this 
body of men being at a place called Gibbitrath, 
on the Curragh, for the purpose of surrendry, 
to which ihey had been admitted by General 
'Dundas. Unfortunately as the troops advan- 
ced near the United Irish, to receive their sur- 
rendered weapons, one of the latter, foolishly 
swearing that he would not deliver his gun 
otherwise than empty, discharged it with the 
muzzle upwards. The soldiers instantly pre- 
tending to consider this as an act of hostil- 
ity, fired on the unresisting luultitude, who 
fle* with the utmost precipitation, and were 
pursued with unrelenting slaughter by tht 
fencible cavalry, denominated Lord Jocelyn*B 
fox-hunters. . Above seven hundred of the 
people fell upon this occasion, and a fiir 
greater number would have shared their fate, 
^ if a retreat had not been sounded with all pos- 
sible dispatch, agreeably to the instructions of 
General Dundas, who had sent an express 
from his~ quarters at Kilcullen,. to prevent 
such an accident. In the 'public prints, this 
body of United Irish is asserted to have assem- 
bled for the purpose of battle, and to have ac- 
tually fired on the troops, but the truth ought 
to be related wi|.hout respect of persons qx 
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party.- The affair is well known to have been 
otherwise ; and the people were crowded in a 
place neither fit for defence nor escape—- a wide 
plain without hedg^, ditch, or bog, quite con- 
trary to their constantly practised modes of 
warfare. 

This eagerness of the soldiery for the 
slaughter of the unresisting Irish, was often 
fatal to royalists ; for frequently some of th6 
latter were prisoners with the former, and be- 
ing found among them by the troops, were not 
Mways distinguished from them. A remark- 
able instance, in the march of this army, was 
on the point of having place in the melancholy 
catalogue which might be .authentically form- 
jed. ^ A number of royalists, many of them of 
amiable characters, who had fallen into the 
hands of the United Irish, were /liberated for 
their humanity. They were, in consequence, 
deemed rebels by the soldiery, who were pro- 
ceeding instantly to hang them, when they 
were, in a critical moment, prevented by the in- 
terference of one of their brother-in-law's, who 
was fortunately present, a Colonel Sankey* 

While, by the above-mentioned operations, 
tlie communication was, in a greaf measure. 
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laid open between the several partft of ibm 
kingdom and the capital, which had for some 
days actually sustained a species of Uockadt^ 
an Insurrection had burst oM in a part wheDa 
it was least expected. 

The town of Wexford, and its adjacent 
counties, bad been but very recently and par- 
tially organized, and many of the principal 
catholic gentry had addressed the Lord Lieute-> 
nanty protesting, that if they were relieved ftom 
the great military ibroe which was quartered 
on them, that they would, if permitted^ arm 
themseWes and their tenantry, in defemre of 
Government, whenever there should be occa<>- 
•ion. 

These assurances, however, were but little 
attended to, and the magistrates,, as usual, in 
the several districts, were employed in distri- 
buting the military at free quarters, in order- 
ing the seizure, imprisonment, hanging and 
torturing of vast numbers of suspected persons. 

Whether zn insurrection would, in theihen 
existing state of the kingdom, have taken 
place in this quarter, or in case of its eruption, 
how much less formidable and terrible it 
would have been, if the addresses of these per- 
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tecuted gentry hud been attended to, is a itjucs- 
ti&n wiifcfa caniiot well be determined. Tbg 
|rfo)mbiik)r is» that, if the Lord Lieutenant had 
acted with that dignified humanity he ooght^ 
in acceding to their conciliatory addresses, in 
granting timely protection to their lives and 
properties, that most of them would have been 
extremely glad to renounce forever all notions 
of opposition to Government. 

V Whatever might have hwoL the state of af- 
fairs with dtiSerent managem^it, the Standar4 
of Liberty, after an apparently passive sub- 
mission^ was at jlast hoisted between Gorey and 
Wexford, on the 26th of May, by , a body of 
about two thousand men ; against which 
marched instantly a body of the King's troops 
on the same mornings between eight and nine 
hunderd in number, from the neighbouring 
town of Carnew, in the county of Wicklow* 
'The infantry of this army, flanked by the cav- 
alry, advanced intrepidly lip the hill against 
the United Irish, who were posted on the 
aummit. The King's troops, on a nearer ap- 
proach, perceiving the steadiness of this, con- 
fused body^ as they supposed them to be, wert 
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instantly struck with a panic and fled, ato a 
few discharges of musketry. About one hw- 
dred and fifty of their number, with their 
commander^ was killed in the pursuit* 

From this commencement of hostility, tte 
commotion spread rapidly on all sides ; and 
the collection of large parties of tbe United, 
was greatly promoted by the numbers of peo- 
ple shot in the roads, at work in the fields, and 
even in their houses, unarmed and unoffend- 
ing, by straggling, parties of the military^ 

Early on^ the following morning, being 
Whitsunday, the North Cork militia, with the 
Shilmalier cavalry, and some auxiliaries, were 
matched from Wexford to stop the progress of 
this unexpected insurrection, which had be- 
come more serious than was at first imagined. 

Having halted a little, after a fatiguing and 
hasty march of seven miles, they proceeded 
three miles further, and came in sight of the 
United Irish, collected in great numbers on 
the hill of Oulard, distant about ten miles 
from Wexford. Colonel Foote, of the North 
Cork ^ and General Lehunt, seeing their posi/- 
tion so strong and commanding, thought it 
advisable not to attack them ; but Colohel 
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' Waflace and Major Lombard, with all the 
6tfaer officers, being of a contrary opinion, or- 
ders were given to burn all the peasants' hoti- 
ses, situated in a hollow, between the King's 

^ army and the United Irish, This was done 
with a view to stimulate the Irish to revenge, 
and thus, if possible, to induce them to aban- 
don the advantage of their situation. 

This feint, however, not sncceeding, and 
thie greater number of the officers still persist- 
ing in their opinion. General Lehunt and Co- 
lonel Foote addressed the soldiers, animating 
t}iem at once to attack the insurgent army, 
who, they said, would fly at their approach. 
Their words had the effect of making them ad- 
vance. 

They descended from the small eminence 
which they occupied, and, crossing the valley 
between, began to ascend the hill of Oulard, 
while the Shilmalier cavalry took a circuitous 
route round the hill to the left, with the in- 
tention of preventing a retreat, but in fact they 
caused the cowardly part of the Irish to be 
brave, who might have ran off on perceiving 
the approach of a serious engagement. This, 
' Hbo, contributed to make the United Irish. 
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rush in greater numbers, andwitli accoisi- 
laled fi>rce on the North C^rk, xrho were 
charging up the hill. They had fired but two 
volUes, when thcj^ were totally dtsoomfitted/ 
This success of the Irish was much pmmoted 
by a body of six hundred, concealed under co- 
ver of the ditches, who waited the -dose ap-' 
proach of the military. By this man<3ftuvre 
these were suddenly surprized by an Inferior 
force, but the impetuosity of the attack occa- 
sioned their total overthrow, with the cruej. 
slaughter of the North Cork militia, most of 
whom, Hfijh th0r. Colonel and officers, were 
left on the'fi'eld of hattk, In short none of 
the infantry escagie'(^ except General Lehunt, 
Major Allen, and eleven privates, who mount- 
ed the horses of the slain. 

The United Irish had but fifty three men- 
killed, and a few wounded. The Shilmalier 
cavalry, and their Colonel, made a precipitate 
retreat to Wexford. A large party of the 
Wexford cavalry, also, who bad no share what- 
ever in the action, were involved in this re- 
treat, in the course of which they shot a great 
number of straggling men; and burned several- 
houses. 



CIVIL WAR IN IRELAND i(» 

While the country ^adiibited a scene of Ais- 
UseBB and oonstemi^tion^ouses in> flames, and^ 
ibnitiies flying on all sides for asylum ; tto 
United army marched from Qtilard; flushed 
witk Tietory, and perp^via^ljy augmeivbeid ow 
its way by new accessions* They first took 
possession of Camolm, a smfali town six mileSr . 
westward of Gorey , the olmoxio^^s inhabitants 
of which had taken ^efoge in the latter. 

The great suspense felt by the inhabitants of 
Wexford, during the whole of this day, on ac- 
count of so sudden an Insurrection, now grew 
into serious alarm, such as unexpected newa 
like this, must inspire. The lamentation of the 
unfortunate widows and orphans of the soldiers' 
who had fallen in the encounter, increased the 
general consternation. These, clapping their 
hands, ran about the streets quite frantic, mix- 
ing their piteous moanings with the plaintive 
cries of their children, and uttering their bitter- 
est maledictions against the yeomen, whon> 
they charged with having run away, and left 
their husbands to destruction !— Letters- were 
dispatched to Duncannon-Fort, and to Water* 
ford, with these disastrous accounts, and re- 
questing reinforcements. 
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tiiaU aad a^ioikg tls^m the mfonseF oa ^oce 
evidence they were arresl«d. . Stntoge to %tAf 
<^cer6^pcesided to aaociion tbese proceedings J 
A man escaped by fe^ning to be killed, he 
was one out of eighteen of the >corps of Captain 
Saupdere, of Saunders grove, .Baltingl&sa. 
These r-eports, together with all the dreadful 
a^ccounts from the county of Kildare, roused 
their minds to the utmost pitch of alarm, indig- 
nation and fury. They wcce forming from 
the evening of the SGth, during the. whole. of 
the night, in two. bodies. One assembled on 
Ardeen-hill, against whom marched from 
Carncw, on the morning of the 27th, a body 
of cavalry and in&ntry, who. proceeded boldly 
up the hill, where the United Irish possessed a 
strong- and commanding situation, if they knew 
how to take advantage of it; but they were 
paniG-tstruck, and fled at the approach of the 
King's forces, who pursued them with great 
slaughter. They spared no man they met, 
and burned at least two hundred houses in the 
course of a march of thirteen mile 

The Rev. Michael Murphy, had been so 
.akrmed on: hearing of the rising of the people, 
that ^e fled into the t^wnofGorey early oo 
Whitfiunday ; on his arrival^ not finding Mr. 
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Sermy with whom he had lodged there, he i^s 
induced to return for him and his family, f6r 
which purpose liot being able to procure a driver, 
he himself led a horse and car, and pursued a bye 
road, to get, if possible, unobserv^ into Bailee- 
anow, by which meanshe did not meet some yeo- 
men and .others, that had gone on the high road 
to Gorey, after they had torn up the allar, broken 
die windows, and otherwise damaged the Ro« 
SDSin catholic chapel, uttering the most violent 
threats agaihst the priest and his flock, which 
specimens were very unlikely to remove the 
dreadful reports of the intended extermination 
of the catholics. These depredations had so 
much weight on the Rev, Michael Murphy, as 
to induce him to alter his original intention, and 
not to fly to such men. for protection, and he 
was then led on by the multitude to Kilthomas 
hill ; the Rev. John Murphy, had, from similar 
i^nforeseen occurrences, joined the United Irish. 
These two clergymen had been remarkable for 
their exhortations and exertions against the 
system of United Irishmen, until they were 
thus whirled into this political vortexj which, 
from all the information we have been able to 
collect, they undertook under the apprehension 
6f extermination. ^ 

Q 
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Th« Rev. John Murphy was acting coad|ii« 
tor of the parish of Monageer, and impressed 
with horror at the desolation aronnd him, tpok 
up arms with the people, representing to them 
that they had better die courageously in the 
field, than to be butchered in their houses.—- 
The United Irish in this quarter, now began 
their career, by imitating the example that had 
been set before them. They commenced burn- 
ing the houses of those who were most obnox- 
ious to them. Every gentleman's house in 
the country was summoned to surrender their 
iirms, and were any resistance was offered, 
the house wis attacked, plundered and burnt, 
and most of the inhabitants killed in the con- 
flict. The Clonmine cavalry were the first 
that attacked these insurgents. In the action 
Capt. Bookey, and some privates, lost their 
lives, the rest retreated to Gorey, On the 
S7th of May, Colonel Hawtrey led out two 
troops of horse from Gorey, determined to re» 
venge the deaths of their companions. They 
^ came in sight of the United Army on the north 
side of the hill of Camolin ; but they appeared 
in such force, that tliey thought it not prudent 
to attack them, but returned to Gorey, burning 
the houses of suspected persons, and putting 
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erery straggler to death on their way. Num- 
bers were called to their doors and shot, while 
many more met the like fate within their houses, 
and some even that were asleep. 

Thus it appears that the insurrection broke 
out, at first, in a line from west to east» pretty 
nearly across the middle of the county, unsup- 
ported by the inhabitants either north or south 
of that direction. These were the tracts whose 
natives appeared most peaceably inclined, and 
who thought to avoid joining in the insurrec- 
tion. The yeomanry of the north of the coun- 
ty proceeded oti the 27th against a quiet and * 
defenceless populace ; sallied forth in their 
neighbourhoods, burned numbers of houses, 
and put to death hundreds of persons who were 
unarmed, unoffending and unresisting, so that 
those who had taken up arms had the greater 
chance of escape at that time. 

Such was the state of the northern part of the 
county, which continued, during the whole of 
Whitsunday, ignorant of the state of the south. 

On the evening of the 26th, Colonel Grogan, 
perceiving from a height near his quarters, 
several houses on fire between Enniscorthy and 
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Oulardy assembled all the infantry and ca?al-' 
ry that he could muster, and proceed with 
them to Enniscorthy, whence he accompanied 
the Enniscorthy cavalry, tb meet the United 
Irish, who were committing great devastation 
throughout the country, in retaliation, as they 
alleged, for what they had previously suffered* 
In fact) there seemed to exist between the par* 
ties an emulation of enmity, as they endeavour- 
ed to outdo each other in mischief, by burning 
and destroying on both sides those whom they 
deemed their enemies* The Roman catholic 
chapels of the country were mostly all burnt, as 
was the house of the Rev. John Murphy, alrea- 
dy mentioned ; and several houses were set on 
fire, and some of the inhabitants consumed 
within them : no man that was seen in col- 
oured clothes escaped the fury of the soldiery. 
In and about Ferns a party of the North Cork 
militia, and some yeomen, pursued the like 
conduct, as well as in the course of their retreat 
from thence to Enniscorthy, where they arrived 
on the morning of the 27th. The Shilmalier 
infantry, commanded by the Right Hon, 
George Ogle, were then in Enniscorthy also. 
They took an excursion to Darby-gap, and on 
their return they marched home. 
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The town of Eaniscorthy was crowded by . 
gr^eat numbeFS of people who fled into it from 
the country, catholics among the rest. Some 
of the latter were put ijito confinement in the 
xsistle, notwithstanding the deplorable evils of 
jBirhich that impolitic system had been alreadjr 
.productive ; and, although it must be natu-* 
jrally imagined, that a greater proof could 
^not be given of not wishing to join the Uni- 
ted Army than that of flying into the town 
vfor refuge^ 

On Monday morning, the 28th of May, 
every preparation was made for defence, and 
every precaution observed in the town. The 
whole military force were on the alert, and 
under arms, in expectation of an Immediate 
attack. Many of the inhabitants of the town 
offered their services, and armed themselves 
as well as they could, to contribute to the gen- 
eral defence. Some of the most respectable 
were permitted to join the troops, but most jof 
those who had offered their assistance. Were, 
during the battle^ ordered to ground their arms 
and retire into their houses, out of which they 
were peremptorily warned not to stir on pain 
Of death. 

Q 9 
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After the battle of Oolard^ the United Ifyib 
encamped for the night at Carrigrew, from 
whence they set out .at seven o'clock on Mem- 
day morning, the 98th, to Camolin, froai 
thence to Ferns, where meeting with little ia- 
terruptipn, or any military force of conse- 
quence to oppose them, they crossed the Slaney 
by the bridge at Scarawalsh, halted* for some 
time on the hill of Balliorrit, and from thence 
they proceeded to attack Enniscorthy, where 
they arrived about one o'clock, driving before 
them a great number of cattle with a view of 
overpowering the infantry that had proceeded 
to the i)uflFrey gate, where the attack com« 
itienced. The assailants, posting theo«$eIves 
behind the ditches that enclose the town parks, 
kept up a severe but irregular fire of musketry, 
intermixed with pikemen, who were twice 
charged by the Enniscorthy and Healthfield 
cavalry along the two roads leading into the 
town, with little or no effect. The battle 
lasted with various success for four hours. 
Colonel Snowe not considering it prudent to 
quit his situation on the bridge to support 
the cavalry at the Duffrey gate, who then fell ' 
down by degrees into the town, leaving the 
suburbs^ composed of thatched houses, unjrp- 
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tected. which then were set on fire, (each 
party accusing the other for doing so) and as . 
it turned out, nothing could*be more condu« 
iCive to the success of the United Irish. During 
the confusion the conflagrations occasioned, 
a disorderly fight was maintained in the town, 
which, to render il; untenable, was fired in 
many parts by the inhabitants not friendly 
to government, many of whon also aimed 
shots frsm the windows at the garrison. The 
assailants in a short time, extending them- 
selves around, and making dispositions to 
ford the river in several places, were galled 
from the bridge, which was now become th^ 
station of defence, by the fire of the militia, 
who doubtless, if their force had been properly 
directed from the begining of the attack, in 
conjunction with the regular military, would 
have either entirely repulsed the United Irish, 
or committed such havoc among them, at 
greatly to check their ardor for the prosecu- 
tion of their enterprise. So fluctuating, fof 
some time, was the success of the day, that 
many persons, to avoid the fury of each pre- 
vailing party in turn, alternately hoisted the 
Orange and the Green ribbon. At lengthy 
ft considerable body of United Irish, wading 
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4cross the rlyer, up to their necks in nmter, had 
entered the eastern part, called Templeshan- 
- non, and madeso furious an onset as to decide 
the fate of the day. The King's troops were 
now in every direction overpowered by the 
impetuosity and intrepidity of the Unitot} 
forces, many of whom fell in the gallant de^ * 
fence made against them ; but the regular 
soldiers having but few cannon to suf^rt 
them» and the town being on fire in several 
j>1aces, they at last sounded a retreat. Whilst 
the town was thus circumstanced, a proposal 
was made to Colonel Snowe, to put the pris- 
oners to death before the evacuation of the 
place ; but he, like a truly brave man, would 
not listen to such a diabolical proposal, and 
rejected it with scorn and abhorrence : not- 
withstanding which, a party went to the castle, 
determined to put all confined therein to 
death. An inefiFectual attempt was made to 
break open the door, the keeper having forgot 
to leave the key, with which he had set off 
towards Wexford ; and this circumstance 
providentially saved the lives of the prisoners, 
as it became too dangerous for the military to 
wait any longer to put their threats in execu- 
tion ; threats which* they constantly repeated 
4he whole of the morning while they stood 
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guard over their prisoners. Indeed, so assured 
were the prisoners themselves of being put to 
death, that they had continued for hours on 
their knees at prayer, in preparation for that 
awful event, when the victors released them 
from confinement. Colonel Hunt, of the En« 
niscorthy infantry and many officers, with 
about four hundred and eighty of the military, 
and some supplementary men, fell in this action* 

That of the United forces, who certainly 
suffered a very galling fire, was said to be five 
hundred. A regular retreat being sounded, 
gave the military an opportunity of bringing 
away their families and friends, together with 
a great many men, women and children, who 
proceeded in the best manner they could, to 
Wexford. The only opinion prevailing in the 
latter town, for some hours, was, that Ennis- 
oorthy and all its inhabitants were totally de- 
stroyed. This was occasioned by the arrival 
in Wexford pf Lieutenant Archibald Hamilton 
Jacob, and a private of the Enniscorthy caval- 
ry, who had been sp fortunate as to effect their 
escape, and who came in with their horses all 
in a foam, so as to bespeak the most precipitate 
flight. A/t the same time tremendous cloudt 
of smoke were observed over Enniscorthy, 
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which is distant only eleven miles from W^^ 
fordf and no news arriving for several bourse- 
left room for no other conjecture, but seemed 
to confirm the account given by these fugi- 
tives. The military in their retreat, were very 
confused at first : however,, self-preservationi 
urged their keeping together. Suggested by 
^ private in the yeomanry, officers had beea 
induced to tear off their epaulets, and every 
other mark that could distinguish them from 
the privates, considering themselves in more 
danger if they were recognized as officers. 
But, not being attacked, there was sufficient 
leisure to escort those that accompanied them^ 
and who were in such a piteous plight, as to 
excite, on their arrival, the hearty commissera- 
tion of all the inhabitants of Wexford, who in- 
vited them indiscriminately into their houses, 
and supplied them with with every comfort 
and necessary in their power, and of which 
they stood so inuch in need. How distressing 
must be the situation of many ladies who 
were glad to get up behind or before aiiy per- 
son that might be tender enough, in the gene- 
ral consternation, to take them on horseback ! 
Some had their clothes scorched about theni, 
others wanted their shoes and other parts of 
their dress, which had been lost or torn off ; 



CIVIL WAR IN IRELAND. 18S 

besides the great heat of the day made it dou- 
bly distressing to delicate' females^ many of 
ii^om had the additional charge of the burden 
and care of their children. It was very deplo- 
rable to observe the anguish and misery of 
these fugitives, so suddenly and violently torn 
from their homes and family endearments; 
while each, in melancholy derail, d^elt upon 
the relation of private calamity. 

Great as the apprehensions of the inhabitants 
of Wexford had been before, they were much 
heightened by the mournful appearances and 
heart-rending recitals of these unhappy suffer- 
ers. All dreaded that their houses, their pro- 
perties, and themselves, should share the fate of 
Enniscorthy and its inhabitants. At this criti- 
cal period, the Shilmalier infantry, commanded 
by the Right, Hon. George Ogle, marched into 
Wexford. Every possible preparation was now 
made for defence. The several avenues leading 
into the town were barricaded, and cannon were 
placed at the different entrances. The inhabi- 
tants universally manifested a zeal to defend 
their habitations, their properties, and their 
families, against the insurgents ; and numbers 
offered themselves for the ranks, and to perform 
mjlitary duty. Upwards of two hundred were 



la^ -HISTORT OF THE 



'O 



consequently embodied, there being arm^jfi^r.. 
no more, under the command ofgentlem^ni^ho 
had been in the army, and officers of militia 
then in the town on leave of absence. Thesp 
occasional soldiers mounted guard in the Isame 
manner with the regular troops ; and every 
precaution was taken to guard against a noc«^ 
turnal surprise, which was strongly apprehen- 
ded. The gentlemen confined in the gaol were 
visited by numbers of those in town, who en- 
treated them to write to their tenants and 
neighbours,^ to induce them to remain quiet at 
their homes, and to avoid joining the United 
Irish from the other side of the Slaney. This 
the gentlemen were obliged to comply with, in 
the presence of those wjio besought them, urg- ' 
ing it in the most Strenuous and persuasive 
terms they could ; and messengers were accor« 
dingly dispatched to every person, who, it was 
suggested to them, possessed influence enough 
for the purpose, or who was imagined capable 
of contributing to keep the baronies of Forth 
and Bargy from rising. 

On the morning of the 29th, the disposi- 
tions for the defence of the town, were con- 
tinued with unabating>yigour. The Donegal ' 
militia, commanded by colonel Maxwell, witK 
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iftw SIX pounders^ marched in at eight o*cIocli 
in the morning, and were billetted thronghoat 
the town to get refreshment, of which thej 
stood in great need, hairing marched all night 
from Duncannon-Fort, accompanied by the 
Health eld cavalry, commanded by Colonel 
Grogan. This gentleman having escorted 
Serjeant Stanley to Waterford, returned to 
Duncannon-Fort, where he met General Faw- 
cett, whose determination he now announced, 
of coming to the assistance of Wexford, with 
an additional force as soon as possible. With 
this detachment also arrived Colonel ColvillCj 
Captain Young-, and Lieutenant Soden, offi-. 
cers of the 13th regiment, giving the glad 
tidings of the approach of their body with Gen- 
eral Fawcett and^ the Meath militia. A gen- 
tleman, was, however, dispatched to the Gene- 
ral, to urge, in the most pressing terms, the 
humediate necessity of ' the reinforcement. 
The Taghmon cavalry, under the command of 
Captain Cox, arrived in town in the course of 
the day. The apprehensions of the inhabitants 
increased every moment. Every boat in the 
harbour was busily employed in the convey- 
ance of women and children, with the most 
valuable «fFects, on board ships, which now 

R 
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Were in great requhition, occasroned by^&t 
TOst nutiibers of peoj)le who cro\^ded these ^^^ 
Sels, in otder to escape from the town, whieh^ 
It was dreaded, wbuld be burnt. To guard 
iigtiinst such a disastrous event, all the fires lA 
Ihe town were strictly ordered to be put out 
^t different intervals ; and during the prohih^ 
Jted time> even the bakers xvere not jaUowed t^ 
iffiat their ovens, A further measure of pre^ 
caution adopted on this occasion, was, that ^ 
f)UHing down all the bouses outside the walls 
of the (own, which last were still standing ia 
fall preservation, except the gate-ways, which 
had been long broken down for public conve*- 
iiience, but were now strongly barricaded* 
In short, the utmost activity prevailed for puf^ 
J)oses of defence. The guards were augmented^, 
and patroles of cavalry were constantly sent 
'out to reconnoitre. The widows of the mili- 
iary, who had fallen in the action at Oiilard, 
^tili continued inconsolable about the.towh', 
'tottering their piteous lamentations. The td- 
'flies of the officers who were slain on that occk- 
tiion, wefe this day brought in by permlssioix 
of young M^. Devereux, who consented to thfe 
frequest of these unfortunate ladies, from mo^ 
tives of policy and humanity ; and this con^ri^ 
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To retard the progress of the insilrgents', 
now universally styled the United Army, if 
possible, without battle, until sufficient rein- 
fprcements could arrive to enable the Kipg*ii 
Army to cope with them, an expedient wa$ 
essayed "by a Mr. Boyd that one of the threfe 
prisoners already mentioned, should go to thie 
Army and endeavour to divert the attention 
of the chiefs from marching direct tp Wex- 
ford. The prisoners were accordingly visited 
by all the respectable officers and gentlemen ifi 
the town ; several requesting of Mr. Hay the 
relation and friend of the gentlemen confined, 
to accompany them to the prison, for the pur-« 
pose of introduction.. Indeed, so marked was 
the attention paid to them on this occasion^ 
that ^n indifferent spectator would be led to 
consider them rather as the governors of the 
town, than as prisoners. Messrs. Harvey, 
Fiugerald and Colclough, at the request of 
their friends, stipulated that they might take 
their turns of going abroad interchangeably at - 
their discretion, provided one should always 
remain in gaol, as a guarantee for the return 
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^f tlie rest. Mr. Harvey was then fixed on to 

remain, and Messrs. Fitzgerald and Colclotigh 

were immediately liberated, and sent out to 

■ prevail on the army to direct their attention io 

another quarter in order to save the lives of the 

prisoners then in Wexford. They were es- 

torted from the gaol by several officers of d^ 

first rank, who conducted them beyond the 

.eut-posts ; and then a military guard wq3 

Meni to attend them till they passed the patrol<^ 

.*and 80 they set off towards Enniscorthy , where 

.they found on their Jirrival, the principal chiefs 

^in council, undetermined in any plan of operfi- 

vliohs. — ^Some proposing to march direct to 

t-Dublin, others to Wexford, others to Ross,. its 

^being places of importance in all times of 

, commotion and war. But the deputation of 

' -the prisoners, who of necessity informed the 

;Ohiefs that they had been liberated, and sent 

/out for the express purpose of conciliation, 

with assurances from the government of an 

immediate redress of grievances. This pusil- 

ijlanimous message served only to concentrate 

^ their wavering opinions, and to point immedi* 

ately to some object their previously fluctua- 

. ting, determinations. It was but the r«&c>- 

lution of a moment to march in a body to al« 
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^ tack Wexfqrd, Mr. Fitzgerald they detaiftqji 
^.in the camp, and Mr, Colclough' they seqti 
^ Imck to announce their determination of not 
. yielding while victorious to any terms offered 
, ky the enemies of their country. . 

" -Mr. Colclough arrived in Wexford early in 

the evening, and waited in the bull-ring, (a 

' square in the town so denominated) until the 

• -officers and principal Royalists in the place had 

• there assembled, when he informed them, in^a 
very audible voice, from on horseback, that hav* 

' ing gone out, according to their directionn^ • 

' to the United Army on Vinegar-hill, he founds 

•as he had already suggested before his depar* 

tare, that he possessed no influence with tte§ 

-Chiefs, who had ordered him to return and an* 

ndunce their determination of marching to the 

attack of Wexford ; adding; that they hadddi. 

tainM Mr. Fitzgerald. Mr. Colclough thea 

•requested to be informed, if it was intended to 

• joaake further trial of his services, or to requite 
'^ his longer attendance, as otherwise they musi 

he sensible how eager he must be to relieve the 
' anxiety of his family by his presence. He was 
•^ then intreated to endeavour to maintain tran«» 
-^uUlity in his own neighbourhood, which hav» 

R9 
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ing promise^ to do as much as la his powd^^it 
called at the goal to visit Mr, Harvey^ witk 
whom he agreed, (according to compact) to le- 
torn next day and take his plaee in the gaoi, 
and then set off through the barony of Forth, tP 
his own dwelling at Ballyteigue, distant about 
twelve miles from Wexford, 

If any thing could add to the general con* 
sternation in Wexford, it was to Icam the de- 
termination of the United Irish to come to at- 
tack the town. Ships became in greater requi- 
sition thaa ever, and all the vessels in the har- 
bour ware stowed with amazing numbers, the 
streets were quite deserted, and the shops aiid 
lower windows oi* all the bouses were shut up. 

' l*ate in the evening, withii^ six miles of Wex- 
ford, the yeomen cavalry descried the adiranced 
guard of the United army ; with which intel- 
ligence they immediately pbsted back with all 
speed to the town> which was already in expec- 
tation of being attacked every instant. Every 
degree of vigilance and precaution was now iex- 

' erted and the military kept on the alert all 
night. The portcullis on the remarkable wood? 
en-bridge, over the Slaney, was hoisted, wber^ 
by the greatest part of it was left defencelcsf, 
while a few pieces of cannon would have pef'* 
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agemept^ became the mpre to^ be i^egr^t^t^d^ h|i^ 
^ybotit bseak of-day»^ ibe toll-houaepa the cami<- 
,try«^side..oti theead of it» was distCOveFed to be 
<>»n fire, and burned with great fury, the matt* 
*nab being of deal : and pitch and tar hacd been 
spread over the entraace of the bridge to in* 
crease the rapidity of the flames;. Seme boat- 
loads of sailors from the harbour were the first 
that ventured to extinguish the fire, having 
taken their buckets for the purpose. These fpund 
the place deserted, as the business had beea 
executed by a party of about twelve United 
Irish who fled at their approach. The sharp 
smoke from the burning wood, drifted by the 
wind, which blew right along the bridge, 
retarded, much the progress of soiiie military 
rwho at length moved toward the fire, but these, 
leaving the sailors to their own exertions, made 
^ cut across the bridge at some distance from 
the conflagration. The fir^ however, was spaa 
put out, and none of the oak-beams that priii<» 
0ipaUy aupport the bridge, werehurnt through, 
the floor and railings only, which were of deal, 
feeiag eonjsumetJ «• The cries of the women aiid 
children throughout the town were so dismal 
and alarming as to rouse the military from their 
beds, when they had scarcely time to have falleti 
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Mieep, since they had retired from their seSdml 
postSy to which they were thus suinmoiic^ 
Jl^ck in a hurry to repel the ^ttack of an enemjr 
which was every moment expected. The Uai- 
:tcd Irish were no\;^ encamped on the Thr^ 
%Jtock5, the end of the low ridge of the mountaifi 
of Forth^. about three miles from Wexford, aiid 
'did not seem bo willing'to advance as was ap- 
^prehended in the town • 

The entire military force at this time in Wex* 
fordy amounted to near three thousand m^ 
under arms ; who, as the town wall was in gbok 
Condition, might defy ten times the number of 
.assailants, not supported by a great superiority 
, of ordnance. ^* 

General Fawcett having sent a messcng^^ 

,with advices, that he would commence his 

march for Wexford on the morning of the 29th^ 

with a reinforcement of two thousand men and 

a party of artillery, induced General Watson tb 

...take post with his army on the WindmilHiill 

^ above the town, at day break on the following 

, morning, the 30th, with resolution to marc^ 

.against the enem^p^ oa the arrival of QeHeial 

.Fawcetw . 
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* The General bad marehed according to bis. 

■proniise, on the 29th ; but, tinfortunately halt- 

'angat Taghmon^ seven miles from Wexford^ 

•"he had sent forward bis advanced guard of 

'^ree hundred men, including a part .of tbd 

'foyal artillery, with the howitzers, under tbn 

^wmmand of Colonel Adams. This detach^- 

*flaent i^ras intercepted early in the morning of 

the 30th under the mountain of Forth by "A 

body of United Irish, who poured down upon 

them with such rapidity, that they were in ^ 

: .few minutes cut off, except an .^nsign and sia^?» 

,teen privates, who were taken prisoners. 

\ The magazine was blown up in the confllcl^ 
which circumstance rendered the bowitzeiSi 
^not so great a prize as they otherwise would 
liave been to the victors. General Fawcett, on 
learning the fate of his advanced guard, ordered 
^Jhrs troops to retreat to Duncannon-Fort, wbhV 
£t be also set off in great haste himself. 

' From Wexford, rn the course of the morn- 
ing, vast crowds of people were observed a^- 
'iembling on the high ground, over Ferry- 
' ^Iftank, al^ the country- Vide of* the wo'odtfnr- 
bridge, which contributed not a little to bright* 
on the alarix already prevailing in the town* 
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^hG diffeireiit pos/ba on the towa-^wa}l» wercr 
guarded with the utmost vigilance^ and €^ 
Irusted to the protectioa oC the yeomen ift» 
fiintry, supplemenla^rles, and armed inbabir 
^Qts» while the regular militarj took station 
<cin the grounds surrounding the town» It 
«as expected that General Faweett^ siaw sufi^ 
|K>9ed on his niarch from Taghmon to Weat^ 
lord, must fell in with- the United Irisk, and 
thus keep them so well employed on that side 
^ <is to afford a favourable opportunity for a sally 
•ftopi the town to attack them on the other. 
It was therefore resolved to try the success of 

• this manoeuvre, and accordingly General Max« 
well, with two thousand" infantry, and Colonel 
Watson, with the Enniscorthy, Healthfield 
i-nd Shilmalier cavalry, marched out {a, the 
encounter, 

• When the General arrived within cannon 
•hot of the United Irish, he found that the how- 
.ili2^rshp.d bf^ dr^wn to the top of ^hc,yidge, ^nd 
tfee si^ells we^e thrown at his army with a pre- 

^^mti Vfhich evi^qed the Qperfttion^of spoje^il- 
.Cftl mwagers, Afti?,r some discharges of his 
.^i^oAW }n refcuTft, th^ GwM, ohse^rvipg his 
j^t ^^^k 'f;xposed hy the. SMd4^n. retreat of t,he 
. Shilmalier cavalry, together with a motion of 
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tbe eiietnj td flutronnid fairn^ tind tio af>peivr« 
aiice 6f Geneml Fawcctt, he r^til*ed to Wex« 
ftrd, with' the \ogs of Colonel Watsofi, si»4^ 
AMmy privat€B wkb were shot fnam the outp'dsM 
of tht United Irish* Immediately after thin « 
hksty eoOndil of war was h6ld» at whidi it wW 
ttt^minefd to evacuate the towft, 

A geaeral and gloomy consternation no^ 
prevailed ; every countenance appeared clouded 
apd distrustfi^l, and every person was cautious 
and circumspect how he spoke or acted, as all 
<5onfidence was entirely done away, and each 
individual thought only of his own personal 
safety. Some yeomen and ^upplementaries, 
who> during the whole of the morning, had 
been stationed in ths street opposite the gaol,. 
were* heard continually to threaten to put all 
the prisoners to death ; which so roused the 
arftenfion of the gaoler to protect his charge, 
that he barricaded the door ; ^nd, on hearing- 
of a surrender, to manifest more strongly the 
sincerity of his intentions, he delivered up the 
key to Mr Harvey. ' This gentleman was, in- 
deed, so apprehensive of violence, that he had 
lain concealed a cotisiderable time, when ^me 
gentlemen called upon him, but cotild not 
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gain admittanoe until ihej gave the strongest' 
assurances of their pacific intentions. Upon 
being admitted at length, they intreated hint 
to go out to the camp of the United army, and 
announce to them the surrender of the tow.n, 
on condition that lives and properties should 
be spared. Mr. Harvey made answer, that as 
the United Irish on the Three- rocks were not 
from his neighbourhood, and as he was not 
himself at all known to them, he imagined he 
could have no kind of influence with them, 
adding, that they might possibly consider him. 
even as an enemy. He was then requested to 
write to the chiefs, which he declared himself 
willing to do in any manner that might be 
judged most advisable ; and at their express 
request, he wrote the following notice to the 
chiefs of the United army on the mountsCin of 
Forth. 

f* I have been treated in prison with all pos- 

** sible humanity, and am now at liberty. I 

** have procured the liberty of all the prison- 

** ers. If you pretend to christian charity, do 

** not commit massacre, or burn the property 

'* of the inhabitants, and spare your prisoners 

*• lives." 

** B. B. Haevet. 

^ Wednesday, SOth Mat, 1798." 
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This note was undertaken to be forwarded 
bjr Captain Doyle,' of the Healthfield cavalry, 

who offered to volunteer on this hazardous 

> 

service when the proposal was made to his 
corps by Colonel Grogan* He had the pre- 
caution to put off his uniform, and to dress 
himself in coloured clothes ; but, when readjr 
to set off, he was discovered to be a Roman 
catholic, and therefore reflected upon, for so 
the whisper went about, ** ho'w could a papist 
be trusted ^"— The Captain finding his zeal 
meet with a reception so contrary to his expec- 
tation, put on his uniform and retreated with 
his Colonel ; thus proving himself to the full 
as loyal as any of those, who, on the occasion, 
displayed their illiberality, which even com- 
mon policy, it might be well imagined, 
should repress at so critical a juncture. Colo- 
nel Jacob then proposed the enterprize to his 
corps, and counsellor Richards with his broth- 
er Mr. Loflus Richards, were appointed to go 
out to the Three-Rocks on this expedition, to' 
announce the surrender of the town to the 
United army, whose camp they reached in 
safety, though clad in full uniform.—- Scarcelj 
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had these deputies set out upon their mission,' 
when all the military corps, a part of one only 
excepted, made the best of their way out of 
town. Every individual of them seemed to 
partake of the general panic, and set off 
whithersoever they imagined they could find 
safety, without even acquainting their neigh- 
bours on duty of their intentions. 

The principal inhabitants, whose services had 
been accepted of for the defence of the town, were 
mostly catholics, and, according to the preva- 
lent system, were subject to the greatest insult 
and reflexions. They were always placed in 
front of the posts, and cautioned to behave well, 
or that death should be the consequence. Ac- 
cordingly persons were placed behind to keep 
them to their duty ; and these were so watchful 
of their charge, that they would not even permit 
them to turn their heads, and yet these deter- 
mined heroes were the very first to run off on 
the apprehended approach of real danger. Thus 
were the armed inhabitants left at their posts, 
abandoned by their officers, and actually igno- 
rant of the flight of the soldiery, until the latter 
had been miles out of the town, and were there- 
fore left no possible means,of retreating. Cap- 
tain Hughes, of the Wexford infantry, with a 
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few of his corps, was, it seems,' the only part of 
the military, left uninformed of the intended 
xetreat, and this was. owing to his being de- 
tached with his company to defend a distant 
part of the town wall, and he and they wer^ 
appriz^ed of their situation, as were also the 
armed inhabitants, only by the approach of the 
United Irish ; so that (his corps, together 
with the armed inhabitants, are the only peo- 
ple that can be said not to have abandoned 
their posts in Wexford on this occasion. The 
confusion and dismay which prevailed, was so 
great, as no kind of signal for retreat had been 
given, that officers and privates ran promiscu- 
ously through the town, threw ofF their uni- 
forms, and hid themselves wherever they thought 
they could be best concealed. Some ran to 
the different quays, in expectation of finding 
boats to convey them off, and threw their arms 
and ammunition into the water. All such as 
could accomplish it, embarked on board thf^ 
vessels in the harbour, having previously turn- 
ed their horses loose. Some ran to the gaol 
to put themselves under the protection of Mr. 
Harvey. Officers, magistrates, and yeomen, 
of every description, thus severally endeavoured 
to escape popular rengeance ; and in the con-^ 
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trivanee of changing apparel, as there was not 
, a sufficiency of men's clothes at hand for all 
those who sought safety by this meaiia, femate 
attire was substituted for the purpose of dis- 
guise. In short, it is impossible that a greater 
aj)pearance of confusion, tumult or panic, could 
be at all exhibited. The Donegal regiment oa 
quitting the barracks set them on fire, which, 
however, was immediately put out by a number 
of officers and privates belonging to this regi- 
ment, and others remaining in town. 

It has been already observed, that thousands 
of people were seen to assemble, during the 
entire morning, on a hill over Ferry-bank, 
marching and counter-marching in hostile 
appearance, and seemingly waiting only for the 
moment that the town would be abandoned ky 
the military, to take possession of it them- 
selves ; but their entrance, when this took 
place, was retarded, until boards were pro- 
cured to supply the place of the flooring of the 
wooden -bridge, where it had been burnt. In' 
the mean time, Messrs. Richards, after having 
run great risque, arrived at the camp at Three- 
rocks, and making known that they" were 
deputed to inform the chiefs, that the town oF 
Wexford would be surrendered to them,' on 
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a>nditIon bf sparing lives and properties; 
these terms would not be complied with, un- 
less the arms and ammunition of the garrison 
were also surrendered. Mr. Loftus Richards 
was therefore detained as a hostage, and coun- 
sellor Richards and Mr. Fitzgerald were sent, 
tack to the town, to settle and arrange the ar- 
ticles of capitulation ; but these gentlemen, on 
their arrival, to tbeir great astonishment^, 
found the place abandoned by the military* 
The bridge being at this time nearly made 
passable, the vast concourse of people that had 
collected at the other side of the Slaney, was 
just ready to pour In and take unconditional 
possession of the town. It was therefore neces»* 
sary to treat with these, (it being yet un»» 
known who they were,) in order to prevent the 
mischiefs likely to ensue from such a tumultu*^ 
ous influx of people. The Mayor of the town,, 
therefore, Intreated Mr. Fitzgerald to move 
towards the bridge, and announce lo the peo* 
pie rushing in, that the town was surren- 
dered ; and to use every other argument, that 
his prudence might suggest, to make their en- 
try as peaceable as possible. Mr. Fitzgerald' 
complied, and instantly after this communi- 
cation,, thousands of people poured into the ^ 
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.town, over the wooden-bridge» shoutiog %nd 
./exhibiting every mark of extravagant and vie- 
.torious exultation. They first proceeded to -the 
gaol, released Mr. Harvey, and three hundred 
prisoners, many of whom were under sentence 
of death. All the houses in town, not aban- 
doned by the inhabitants, now became deco- 
rated with green baughs, or green ornam«tnts 
of one description or another. The doors wf re 
universally thrown open, and the most liberal 
. offers made of spirits and drink of every kind, 
which however were not as freely accepted, un- 
til the persons offering had first drank them- 
selves, as a proof that the liquor was not poi- 
soned, a report having prevailed to that effect ; 
and which was productive of this good conae- 
quence, that it prevented rapid intoxication^ 
- and of course, in the beginning,, lamentable 
excesses. 

The people having now got complete posses* 
. sion of the town of Wexford, many person!^ 
who had been their enemies, after having 
thrown off their uniforms, affected a cordial 
welcome for them, and endeavoured, by an 
exhibition of all the signs and emblems of the 
United Irishmen, to convince them of- their 
sworn friendship ; and it is indeed not a Uute 
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- Itmatkable, that many of those, who, in this 

change of affairis, boldly marched out, as occa^ 

^ «ion demanded, to meet the King's forces^ 

now display themselves as staunch Orangemen 

of unimpeachable loyalty I Almost every 

person in • the town threw open their doorft 

' with offers of refreshment and accommodation 

• to the insurgents ; and the few, who did not, 

' suffered by plunder, their substance being 

considered as, enemies property. Some of all 

descriptions, indeed, suffered in their property 

by plunder, on deserting their houses, and 

leaving none to protector take care of them. 

The house of captain Boyd was a singular ex«* 

ceptioni. It was, though not deserted, pil-* 

. laged, and exhibited marks of the hatred and 

vengeance of the people. 

As the station of the United camp on the 
Three-rocks, on the eastern end of the moun* 
tain of Forth, only three miles from Wexford^ 
commanded a full view of the canflagration* 
and other excesses committed by the military^ 
It required the utmost exertion and prudential 
efforts of their chiefs, and of others in whoiu 
they placed any confidence, to prevent theiiv 
from rushing into the town and taking incon- 
* siderate vengeance, being utterly ignorant 9f 
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its abandonment by the tfoeps, aftd niiaor 
quainted with the fact of its being possessed by 
a' different party. They entered the town, 
however, in tolerable temper, but all modora* 
tion -was banished upon discovering that the 
arms and ammunition had not been surren* 
dered, so that it was with the utmost difficulty 
the town was preserved from being, set on fire 
and consumed ; the inhabitants being charged 
with treason for not insisting on and seeing 
thia article executed. After various scenes of 
disorder, hurry and confusion, naturally at- 
tendant on such occasions, parties were dis- 
patched in vessels armed for the purpose, to 
bring on shore all the men, arms and ammu«*^ 
nition they could find in the ships, and other 
vessels in the harbour, which in the morning' 
had fallen down towards the bar, neither wind 
nor tide being favourable ; five only out^of the 
whole had actually sailed for Wales. By 
these means, all the men, as well military as- 
other Inhabitants, were directly brought on. 
shore in the evening, and the vessels with the 
women and children immediately followed to. 
the quay. 

Amidst ttiis scene of tumult and confusioa^. 
^t easily conceivable to any one who ha& nojfei, 
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witnessed popular commotion, while all wish« 
ed to accommodate^themselves.as much as pos*i 
sible to the exigency of the moment, and t© 
appear the friends of their newly denominated 
conquerors, it was ludicrous to observe a gor* 
geous military uniform, clandestinely changed 
'for loathsome, tattered rags, with more address 
and expedition, than actors on the dramatic 
stage assume different dresses and appearances. 

The town of Wexford was not only most 
shamefully abandoned, but even surrendered, 
to al> intents and purposes, when it might have 
been easily defended, although no one will now 
acknowledge having been concerned in so scan* 
dalous a transaction ; and, notwithstanding 
that the very persons who ought to have beea 
its most strenuous protectors, from their situa** 
tion and circumstances, were not only the first 
to yield it and fly so clandestinely, as to put it • 
utterly out of the power of all others besidei 
themselves to retreat ; but left, even their own 
wives and families to the mercy of an irritated 
and ungovernable multitude. In any other 
country, such a manifest dereliction of duty 
► would be punished in the most exemplary 
manner, the lives of such craven desertert 
would be forfeited for the miseries they ooc«t 
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sioned ; but in ill-fated Ireland^ a display of 
unprincipled enmity and illiberal animosity to 
the great bulk of its people, constitutes loy- 
alty and desert sufficient to wipe away thci 
blame of misconduct, and even to obliterate 
the indelible stigma of cowardice. 

Those of the militarj who first retreated 
from Wexford, were the Donegal regiment, 
commanded by Colonel Snowe, and the Scara- 
walsh infantry under Colonel Cornock, 
These, in their flight, met Mr, Cblclough 
with his lady in a phaeton, coming to release 
Mr. Harvey, by taking his place in the gaol, 
according to his promise the preceding even** 
ing. On falling in with the troops, Mr. an4 
Mrs. Colclough were ordered to wheel about, 
and led along, while swords drawn and pistols 
cocked, threatened their lives on either side, if 
the people should attempt to attack the mili- 
tary. Mr. Colclough was frequently ordered 
to stand up and wave his hat to several 
groupes, who were seen collected on the rising 
grounds, led by curiosity, from the disturbed 
state of the country, to observe what was go- 
ing forward. These signals were for the peo- 
ple not to -approach, with which they com- 
plied, and so the parties got safe to the SQftt 
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mt Barry^s-town, where Mr. Colclough and 
his lady were dismissed without further vio- 
lence. The next division of the military, who 
made their appearance at the Scar, were part 
of the Wexford cavalry under the Mayor, who 
had himself, it seems, at first attempted to get 
ofF by sea, but notwithstanding that he most 
pathetically entreated a friend of his, who 
had just put oflp in a boat only a few yards 
from the quay, to return and take him on 
board, yet so strongly did the motive of self- 
preservation operate upon the person, that he 
refused to comply. The Mayor then seized 
upon his horse, which he had before turned 
loose, mounted directly, and overtook General 
Maxwell upon the road, with whom however 
lie did not continue ; but drove forward with 
a.ll speed, till he arrived at Mr. King's of 
Barry's-town. After getting some refresh- 
ment here, he, -and some favourites of his corps, 
embarked on board a boat, the tide being too 
high to pass otherwise, and so proceeded in 
safety to Duncannon-fort. Mr. Colclough 
met several of these flying gentry and nobility 
at Barry's-town, and* the impression of their 
fears was such, that they all declared that a 
revolution must inevitably succeed in the na- 
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tion, for tliat as the rising was general, (so 
t^ey then supposed it to be) nothing could 
*withstand the people.-— They even congratu- 
lated Mr. Colclough on the happinjess of not 
being obliged to quit his country, as he had 
taken no active part against the people, and as 
his recent confinement, on suspicion of being 
their friend, was greatly in his favour. Th^y 
next pathetically, many of them in sobs and 
tears, lamented the unfortunate necessity un- 
der which they lay of quitting their native 
land, as they feared the people would consider 
their former exertions so inimical to their inte- 
rests, as to render it unsafe for them ever to 
return : and after this, they took a cordial leave 
of Mr. Colclough. The escape of Archibald 
Hamilton Jacob was most wonderful, as when 
he had gone out with the troops that advanced 
toward the Three-rocks, before any others had 
thought* of retreating, he got off under the 
mountain, and by keeping bye-roads, he most 
providentially arrived in Ross, where, consid- 
ering the state of the country, he did not stop, 
but hastened to Waterford, and was finally 
ihduced to sail for England. 

Had the retreaters the presence of mind to 
wait at the Scar until the tide should have - 
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fallen, they would have been able to have pro- 
ceeded with much greater ease than they did 
to Duncannon-Fort* Their halting there, 
would probably have enabled mjany of the 
*^^*^gg'^rs, j(uumbej'S of whom were cut off) to 
come up with them, and it would have takeii 
much less time than it did by the circuitous 
route which they adopted ; but their panic 
and trepidation were such, that they believed 
the United Irish were at tlieir heels, which 
brought them into great hardships, during a 
confused and precipitate flight, continued even 
through the night, which occasioned many to 
lag behind, who thereby became devoted, vic- 
tims of destruction ; tlie cause of which we 
shall presently have occasion to mention. 
The last of the military that left Wexford, were 
the 13ih foot, commanded by General Max- 
well, accompanied by Colonel Colville, and a 
part of his regiment of the 27 th ; the remain- 
ing part of the Drogheda regiment, headed 
by Colonel Foote, the Shilmalier infantry, 
under the Right Honourable George Ogle, 
and the Enniscorthy infantry under Captain 
Pounden, with some of the Wexford infantry, 
Bome of the Wexford, Shilmalier, and Ennis«* 
^rtby cavalry ; and the rear was brought up 
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ance on so distressing a march, which cost 
manj of them their liv^s ; but none of the 
women or children was intentionally hurt by 
the people : even many children who were 
abandoned by, or lost their parents, on thia 
occasion, are still remaining in the country, 
cherished and protected by the inhabitants. 

The tide still continuing too high, at the 
Scar, for even the rear of the retreating troops 
to pass, they took the like circuitous route 
with the rest, and arrived at Duncannon-Fort 
' on the morning of the 31st of May ; worn out 
with hardship and fatigue, having lost a great 
number of their men, and in the utmost con- 
fusion and disorder. 

On the night of the 30th, the town of Wex* 
ford, cosidering all that had happened, was re- 
markably quiet, all finding repose necessary 
after their various hardships. In the evening 
vast numbers went to visit their several dwell- 
ings in the country, to be informed of the con- 
dition of their families and properties-; but 
very early on the morning of the 31st, the 
streets were as crowded as before, and the con- 
fusion and plunder of the day preceding now 
recommenced. The people were much dis- 
pleased with the inhabitants for not detaining 
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foF their use, the arms and ammunition of the 
garrison ; as the entire of their military storqs 
at this time, amounted to no more than a few 
barrels of gunpowder found in the barracks, a 
few thousand of cartridges, with some odd casks 
and pounds of powder found in shops and gen- 
tlemen's houses. Their discontent soon pro-- 
ceeded to threats against diiFerent individuals, 
•and, amongst the rest, agdnst Mr. Fitzgerald, 
•who had gone home the night before, and was 
not as yet returned. He was at once accused 
of having betrayed the people, vengeance was 
vowed against him, and he was threatened with 
instant death. On his appearance soon after, 
however, the ferment subsided as instantane- 
ously and unaccountably as it had at first orig- 
inated. 

The principal inhabitants of Wexford, very 
naturally wished to get rid of these troublesome 
intruders, and to effect this desirable object, 
sucl^ of the humane and considerate chiefs as 
had influence with the infuriated army, lent 
their cordial assistance ; and they at length 
succeeded. The great body were led to the 
Windmill-hills, where, after a general consul- 
tation of the chiefs^ they divided into two bo*- 

T a 
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dies, one of which, <x>nsisting of those whoiir* 
habited the Wexford side of the Slaney, 
marched to Taghmon, under the comniand of* 
Mr. Pevereux. As in such a mixed nnmber, 
there must be manj of all dispositions, it is 
not wonderful that there were some who 
would incite to, and practise outrage. 

Some straggling parties of this description, 
hunted for Orangemen, whom they denomi- 
nated their enemies ; while others, imitating 
the conduct of the King's troops on the day 
before, but in a far less degree, plundered pri- 
vate property, set fire to many houses, and 
put one man to death on their way to Tagh- 
mon, at which place they formed their en- 
campment* The other division of the army, 
consisting of the inhabitants of that part of 
the country north of the Slaney, directed their 
march towards Gorey, under Mr. Fitzgera?d, 
and in the course of their progress, burned the 
bouses of some whom they considered as ene- 
mies, plundered others, and encamped that 
night on the hill of Carrigrew. The encamp- 
ment on Vinegar-hill, continued a permanent 
one during the whole period of the insuf- 
rectlon* 
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Now, that the revolutionary war was at, Its 
height, their existed in the towns no kind of 
Subordination or CO ntroul ; boisterous individ- 
uals assumed the privilege of indulging their 
own dispositions, and of gratifying private 
malice. The unruly populace were furious 
and ungovernable, and many of this descrip- 
tion remained in Wexford after the great body 
of the army had retired from the town : they 
seized upon, and lodged in the different prisons, 
many persons from all parts of the surround- 
ing country, who had fled thither for protec- 
tion, and were now endeavouring to conceal 
themselves in the different houses of their 
friends, to escape popular resentment. 

Many former piques, however remote or tri- 
vial they might have been, were avenged in 
this manner ; so that on the 31st of May, the 
gaols of Wexford became absolutely crowded. 

On this very day, Mr. Hay, a catholic gen- 
tleman of great benevolence and popularity, 
had invited a number of gentlemen who were 
apprehensive of popular violence, to an enter- 
tainment at his dwelling ; and all these he 
naturally supposed under effectual protection 
with him, against popular outrage ;-— but l;e 
soon had lamentable proof how groundless 
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were his fond expectations. In the eveotngy 
soon after dinner, a great mob of country 
people assembled in the street before his 
house, some of whom knocked violently at 
the door, and insisted that a Mr. Turner and 
some others, whom they knew to be within, 
should be delivered up to them, to be put to 
death, for having burn'ed their houses. Mr. 
Hay, and one or two more, who always had 
the affection of the people, urged every argu- 
ment that friendship and humanity for these 
unhappy victims could, suggest, to dissuade 
them from their dreadful purpose, by which 
means the multitude was once more induced 
to retire. It was but for a short time, how- 
ever, as they quickly came back to the house 
with more violence and fury than before ; a 
shot was now fired at the door, as the first 
notice of their approach, and they reiterated 
their demand with the loudest and most des- 
perate vociferations. Some of the gentlemen 
most popular, who on that day dined with 
Mr. Hay, now came out, and all their united 
entreaties and remonstrances could obtain 
from the enraged multitude, was, that those 
obnoxious to them might be lodged in the 
gaol to abide their trials ; but the demagogues 
denounced that if they were not sent thither 
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.directly, Mr. Hay, and some others, must 
forfeit their lives. This roused the friendly 
feelings of the victims to be devoted, who had 
overheard all that passed, and they accordingly 
requested they might be carried to gaol, as 
the only place of safety, in their opinion, 
when neither the house nor interference o^ 
H50 popular a person could insure them pro- 
tection ; as could not indeed the house of 
any one, at this perturbed period, as those 
of the greatest abettors and reputed favour- 
ites and supporters of the people, were 
searched and violated, by forcibly taking 
out of them numbers of people denominated 
enemies^ 

These outrages determined many to sur- 
render themselves, in order to be sent to gaol, 
in hopes of greater security, as well as it in- 
duced others to remain in confinement, from 
similar expectancy of protection from the re- 
sentment of their neighbours. From con- 
siderations of this nature, Mr. Harvey re- 
leased from ^ thence every other person not 
- violently accused, and the number was con- 
siderable whom he thought to be obnoxious 
to, but by these means secure, from the in- 
temperate vengeance of the people. During 
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the first days of this war, any person of pre- 
vious popular character, could release a friend 
from confinement, but such interference soon 
became so displeasing to the people, that ^nost 
of those who had been thus liberated, were 
again recommitted, and destruction threatened 
to any one that would presume again to en- 
large them ; which prevented numbers from 
interposing their good offices in fevour of 
such of their friends as had, in any manner, 
incurred popular odium. Private malice, was, 
on these occasions, but too frequently exerted, 
and any accusation was sufficient to cause 
any person to be sent to gaol ; which, how- 
ever, was esteemed by many the safest asylum, 
as it was expected, that when popular fury 
should have abated, the person^ confined 
might be permitted to return quietly to their 
homes. The only effectual mode of procuring 
liberation from prison, however, at this 
period, was to procure a certificate in favour 
of the prisoner from the neighbourhood in 
which he lived, and in ,tbis way many were 
set at liberty, .who, to secure themselves 
against future crimination, generally joined 
the army. As to the power of popularity, 
^t all times precarious, so difficult qf attain- 
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m^nt, ahd ito easily lost ; and which no truly 
wise man ever made the scope of his actions^ 
or final object of pursuit, it could effect little 
in such troublesome and turbulent times as 
those* we are treating of, when an insurrec- 
tion prevailed, excited by oppression ; and 
while the minds of the people were sore and 
desperate from recent irritation. Amidst such 
a dreadful public ferment, popularity, to a 
liberal mind, proves a most tyrannical sub- 
jugSLtion, as it encumbers the possessor with 
the oppressive weight of mobbish applause, 
while it confers not on him the power of re- 
lieving a dufTer^ng friend, who may have at- 
tracted, inadvertantly or otherwise, the dead- 
ly resentinent of an unbridled populace ; and, 
what is still more afflicting to generous feel- 
ings, the devoted victim 6f the moment, per- 
haps imagines the popular friend all-powerful 
for his preservation, while it is melancholy 
to reflect, that, on such occasions, it is in the 
power of a villain to counteract the benevo- 
lent intentions, and humane disposition, of the 
highest respectability, intelligence and virtue ! 

After the United army, as has been related, 
moved off in two ' separate divisions from 
Wexford, there still remained several of their 
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number in the town, who assumed the o^ce 
of supplying the camps with necessaries, and 
this, by their own authority, they declared 
must be done from Wexford. These self- 
created commissaries, having put all neces- 
saries accordingly in requisition, began to 
search all the houses, and, in the course of 
such survey, plundered them of every article 
they thought proper, asserting that all they took 
' away was for the general service. Great abu- 
ses were consequently committed in this arbi- 
trary mode of levying contributions, and so 
great a waste of property, particularly of pro- 
visions, was made, that the toiyn and its 
neighbourhood were threatened with a famine. 
The people of Wexford, therefore, desirous to 
get rid of these troublesome marauders, and 
to have some regulations adopted for the pre- 
vention of plunder, appointed twelve of the 
^principal inhabitants as a committee*, to reg- 
. ulate the distribution of provisions, as well 
'as of all other necessaries in requisition ; and 
the generous individuals who undertook this 
arduous task, (It was indeed an Herculean 
labour,) were actuated by the most virtuous 
and disinterested motives in their exertions 
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to^ protect general as well as individual pro* 
perty. 

As whiskey and leather were the articles 
most in demand in the camps, distillers and 
tanners especially entreated the committee ta 
issue regular orders for the supplies from theic 
stores, to prevent as much as possible the total 
destruction of their substance and concerns j 
adding, that they were very willing to give up 
their whole stock for the general service ; yet 
strange as it may appear, some of this descrip« 
tion of persons were most forward afterward in 
prosecuting those very men, who, by their hu-« 
mane interference, were instrumental in saving 
their lives and properties ; for certainly the 
worst consequences were to be apprehended 
from the indiscriminate plunder, and conse*^ 
quently inordinate consumption of spirituous 
liquors, by the prevention of which, and other 
disorders, through indefatigable exertions, the 
committee actually proved the salvation of the 
country. 

Captain Keugh was appointed military 
commander and Governor of the town, which 
was now divided into wards, each of which had 
a €(»npany of men, armed with guns, and these 

U 
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appointed their gwn officers. There was a re« 
gular parade morning and .evening on the cus.« 
torn-house quay ; guards were struck off and 
lelieredf and a pass-word and counter-sign re- 
gularly given out. The insurrection had, by 
this time, become so general in all parts of the 
county forsaken by the military, that even the 
inhabitants of thebaronfesof Forth and Bargy^ 
thought it incumbent on them to shew their 
disposition and to appear in Wexford ;•— in 
Hhort, every person remaining in the county, 
thought it best, at this period, to come forward 
and make common cause with the United 
Irish. The inhabitants of the last mentioned 
baronies, however, being a race of men of 
peaceable and industrious habits, and not 
having experienced the persecutions practised 
in other districts, were not easily excited to 
commit those acts of outrage which took 
place in other quarters ; but they were at 
length terribly alarmed and roused to resis- 
tance, by the cruel and merciless conduct 
of the King's forces in their flight from 
Wexford ;• hut even then their determinar 
tion of vengeance appeared solely directed 
against the body who^e unprovoked furj 
tad effected them with iryury. These pep- 
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p\e, ofi tlifeif iinarch to Wexford, halted n«tt 
Jobostown, tke seat of Mr. Cornelius Grogan; 
for whom a party was dispatched to bring him 
out to join thena ; arid thus was this aged gen- 
tleman, the first commoner in the kingdom, 
constrained to accommodate himself to the crazy 
temper of the times ; and, being placed oti 
horseback, then ill of the gout, he was conduct- 
ed along by the multitude, consisting of seve- 
ral thousands on foot, and many hundreds of 
horsemen. On their entrance into the town^ 
and defiling through the streets, not many 
pikes could be seen, but vast numbers were 
equipt with spits, pitch-forks, and such like 
offensive weapons, with which they endeav-^ 
cured, as much as in their power, to imitate 
and assume the appearance of pike-men ; and 
after haying shouted, and paraded for some 
time through the streets, they retired peace- 
ably to their homes, without committing, 
further outrage. AH the forges both ia 
town and country, were instantly employed 
in the fabrication of pike-blades, and timber 
of «very description, fit for bandies, was pro- 
cured for that purpose wherever to be found ; 
so that in ft very short iimej no person could 
hr seen-, -{so geneist w^a* the j^rinciple of 
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arming,) without a warlike weapon of some 
iind, a green cockade, a hatband, sash, or 
•ther ornament of that colour. Several sloops 
luid ojster-boats were fitted out in the har- 
bour, and manned, to cruise outside the 
lay ; and these, from time to time, broughit 
in several vessels, mostly bound for Dublin^ 
laden with oats, potatoes, and different other 
kinds of provisions ; which became very sea-* 
aonable supplies for the town, that must 
4>therwi8e have suffered great distress, as the 
markets were deserted by the country people* 

The fort of Roslare, situate at the entrance 
•f the harbour, was mounted with cannon' 
to prevent any ships of war from passing, 
or entering the harbour of Wexford ; and 
a number of brigs, sloops, and small crafty 
were ready to be scuttled and sunk in the 
channel, to prevent any such armed vessel, 
in the event of her passing the fort, from ap- 
proaching the town. 

.. Money seemed to have vanished during, 
the war, ^^( no person was willing to admit < 
being possessed of any currency exclu^vis of ^ 
bank-notes, which were held in such little* 
estimation^ that great quantities of th^m were 
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kuHmsUemtely destroyed; .some m ligbting 
'%»hace& pipes, and others ased as waddings for 
fifdocks ; but, whatever little provisions ap<«^ 
peared at market, sold very cheaply for read/- 
money ; for instance, butter sold by the pounds 
for two pence, and butchers' meat, of aojfi^ 
kind,, for one penny. As to bank-notes^ 
any one might starve who had no other 
means of procuring the prime necessaries,,, 
&r which, when offered for sale, nothing; 
but specie would be accepted as payment/ 
Every endeavour was made to have the mar* 
kets well supplied and attended ; but evea 
at the cheap rate just stated, there were 
scarcely any purchasers ; so unwilling -did 
every one appear to acknowledge the posr- 
session of money ; but it must be raentionedj^ 
that indeed the necessity of purchasing al 
market,'was in a great measure superseded ;. 
for among the various duties of the committee,^, 
one was that of supplying every person in 
town with provisions. On application to 
them, every house was furnished with a ticket^ 
specifying the number of inhabitants, and 
all persons, even the wives and families of 
lihose considered the greatest enemies of tltic 



«» miSTORY OF THE 

people, irere iodiscrifidtmiferfy indaded; mA 
crery person seat with a tkket to the yttbli^ 
•tmvSy appointed for ihut purpose, reCMTe^ 
9^ proportionate quantity of meat» floar» po<» 
tatoes, and oilier neoessaries, free of aay 
eoEpence. 

In the country, the people formed thetn* 
aclves generally into parish divisions, and 
each division elected its own offices. All 
persons capable of carrying arms, were to 
attend the camps, on being furnished witt 
pikes or guns, as either could be best pro- 
cured ; some on foot, and others on horse- 
back, as they could best accommodate them- 
ielves. Most persons were desirous to wear 
uniforms and ornaments of some kind or 
0ther : green was the most favourite and 
predominant colour, but on failure of this,. 
Blue was substituted ; and as to their flags 
tT ensigns, they were also green, or of a dark 
greenish hue, decorated with many emble- 
matical figures, denoting the abolition of 
ihonarchy. Many damsels of superior rank, 
made offerings of embroidered colours for 
the public service, and to make these gift* 
the more acceptable, they usuaUy decorated 
^Smok accoisding to their different fancies,, a&dl 
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Aotn the VBtitlj thus exbtbifod, there appeared 
lioCiiiaiiy similar banners in the whole* Sevev 
ffl) ef the l6yal ladies, too, whose fatniUes wei9 
most obnoxious both in town and country^ 
dtspliiyed their taste in richly and fancifully 
ornamenting ensigns, to ingratiate th&mf^ 
selves with the people, and their chiefs ;; 
but many of them, not having time to per- 
fect their chef d^ouvtes before the war waS'^ 
suppressed, have since most pobably thought 
it prudent to destroy these and the like spe*' 
cimens of elegant accomplishments, at which 
numbers of them were earnestly employed^ 
during the period of popular triumph. But 
we must return to events which occurred 
in other parts of the country. 

After the battle of Oulard, which was fought 
•on the 97th of May, as already detailed, the 
regular military distinguished themselves in 
the northern part of the country, by falling on 
the defenceless and unoffending populace, of 
whom they slew some hundreds. It being 
Whitsunday, the people were, as usual, going 
to thdr chappels to attend divine service, whew 
many of them were led by curiosity, which ii!^ 
. generally excited by the report of ^te-^iuns, lo. 
meeii^ 4lfereiifc eminences^, fyom iti^ioh. tta 
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dreadfbl and horrid scenes of devastation hf 
fire and svrord, prevuUng through the country 
xoand^ as far as the eye could reach, was pre- 
salted ta their astonished and affrighted view ; > 
atnd as the different groupes thus collected, were 
perceived by the King's troops, these pursued 
and cut them down. The most inoffensive 
were most likely to suffer by this mode of 
quieting disturbances, because, conscious 06 
their Jnnocence, they made no effort to avoi4> 
the sudden fate which they had no reason ta 
apprehend. Even many wha remained withia 
their houses, did not fare better than their more 
curious or less fearful neighbours^ as numbera 
of them were called out and shot at their own. 
doors : nay, some infirm and decrepid old men 
were plunged into eternity by these valorous 
guardians and preservers of the public peace ! 
•i^On every occasion, however, they were not 
inexorable to the piteous petitions for life, as 
a sum of money, properly offered, and timeljr 
presented, saved some. 

These people, on surrendering their jikes and 
other offensive weapons and arms, fondly im-. 
agined that they had secured themselves pro* 
tection, .anidi were, therefore, not at all appre«. 
k^yisixe'i^attactk^, but they sooafouad dM»«> 
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selves miserably mistaken. Had tbeir intea* 
tions been for violence, tbey would natufally 
baire assembled in a large body on son^ com- 
manding, bill, as the other United Irish did^ 
where tbey would have appeared formidable ; 
80 that their having collected into numberlesai 
small groupes, is certainly to be deemed rather 
the effect of curiosity than the effort of insar« 
rection. 

Great numbers of people, taking their fami- 
lies and such of their effects as they could 
conveniently transport thither, 'along with 
them, fled for refuge into Gorey, where a 
general panic however prevailed, although, 
besides a considerable force of the regular 
military, a regiment of the Clare militiaj 
together with the Ballaghkeen, Coolgreny, 
Arklow, Northshire, and Coolatin corps 
of cavalry ; the Finnahely and Wingfield 
corps of infantry, were stationed there ; 
biit notwithstanding, on a rumour that the 
United Irish were approaching, it was de- 
termined to abandon the town, and prdceed 
to Arklow ; but, previous to its evacuation, 
a' number of men, taken out of their beds, were 
^b^rought, and butchered most inhumanly im 
the i^reeU. By order of the maglstiatei» 
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however, upwards of two hundred prisoners 
were released from the gaol and market 
bouse, and many of them received protec- 
tions, which they placed in their hats, ia 
order to exhibit as conspicuously as possible ; 
hut this precaution did not prevent thein 
being shot by other parties of the military. 
Whom they fell in with on their way home. 
The order for evacuation being announced 
at five o'qlock* in the morning of the 28th, 
a distressing scene of trepidation and con- 
fusion ensued. Affrighted crowds of peo- 
ple might be seen running in all directions*^ 
preparing for flight ; while such as could^ 
were harnessing their horses, and. placingi 
their families on cars, with the utmost pre- 
cipitation, all endeavouring to escape fron^ 
the town as speedily as possible. The road 
was soon thronged to a great extent, with »» 
train of cars, which were loaded with womea, 
and children, accompanied by a vast multi'-> 
tude on foot, among whom were many. wo-« 
men with their children on their back ; and 
from the continued heat and drought of the 
weather, the dust excited by this crowded pro* 
oession^ distcessfall; obs tr ugte d > respiration^ 



CIVIL WAA IN, Ifi£LAi7D. fl3| 

By thh abandonmeat of Corey , tliewhpl^ 
q{ tbe sarromndlng country was lefjt entirely 
exposed^ and yet tbe United Irisb.did not 
attempt, at tbis time, to approacb tbe town, 
but remained in tbeir encampment on tbe 
hill of Carrigrew ; nor did tbe inbabitants 
of tbis quarter tben rise to join in tbe insur* 
rection ; but strictly observed, on tbeir part> 
the promises tbey bad made to tbe magis« 
trates on surrendering tbeir arm^. 

- While Goiey was thus abandoned by the 
Royal aroiy, and by such as were allowed, 
or for whom it would be safe to aceompanjr 
them, it was filled with tbe property and 
effects of the fugitives, yet no plunder wa« 
committed, and no disturbance took place^' 
90 that on tbeir return, tbey found all be« 
longing to them in perfect security, having* 
been protected by those that remained in 
fte town* 

As the main body of tbe United Irish had 
bNent their marc^i toward tbe southern parts,. 
Gorey remained unmolested, though desti^ 
tute of defence. On tbe 30th and 3Ist of 
May, tbe greater part of tbe fugitives »e« 
turned from Arklow to tbeir bomes^ and 
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the whole of the army^ who had abandotted 
Gorey on the 2dth, resumed ihpit station 
in it. 

Different parties of the Royal army went 
out from the town, ransacked the houses 
through the country, brought away as much 
as they could carry, driving off numbers of 
cattle. Indeed, they were not very exact 
or scrupulous as to individual property, for 
they brought off all the cattle they could 
collect in the country, and took up bacon, 
cheese, butter, and provisions of all kinds, 
wherever they found them ; and to crown 
all, they took a great number of men prisoners, 
to supply the place of those that were liberated 
in the commencement of the flight : so that 
this must be acknowledged, if not valorous, 
at least very active service. 

On the morning of the 1st of June, $n 
Independent, or self-constituted body of Uni- 
ted Irish, unknown to any of the three 
general encampments of Vinegar-hill, Tagh- 
mon, and Carrigrew, proceeded on a secret 
expedition to Newtown-barry (anciently cal- 
led Bunclody) garrisoned by the 27th regi- 
»ent of foot, the King's county militia* 
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^tuA. iixm corps of cavalry. This body of 
Uoiled Iriiali, having divided iqto two divi<^ 
sioDs, mad^ a furious attack on both side* 
of the river . Slaney, on the western bank 
whereof lies the town, and of which they 
were soon left in possession by the precipitate 
retreat and surrender of- the regular forces. 

On this day, also, a party of the army from 
Vinegar-Hill, proceeded to join those encamped 
at Carrigrew, whose numbers were greatly les** 
sjened by desertions for home. 

They were now, however, mustering pretty 
flrongly all over the country, intending to 
assemble their collective force on the hill of 
Ballymenare ; but, while moving forward in a 
detached and disorderly manner, they were met 
by eleven hundred of the King's forces from 
Gorcy. 

These, by preserving their order, had great 
advantage in this unexpected rencounter, over 
tfie people, who retreated with some loss and in 
disorder; leaving behind a great number of 
horses, which were brought into Gorey, toge^ 
ther with the plunder of many houses, which 
w'ere burnt after despoiling. 
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From tbe inactivity ofiKe armf encampei at 
Camckbyrnt, occasioned.^ in a ^reat d^gtme 
from their want of an ostensible eomihatider^ 
constant sallies were made out of Rois, and great 
havoc and devastation committed through* 
out tbe country. These occurrences produced 
a geners^l meeting of the principal chiefs on the 
first of June, wherein Mr. Harvey was called 
on to act as generalissimo, with Messrs* Col« 
okNigh and Devereux, as his seconds in oqm* 
mandy and various other appointments and 
regulations topk place for the mainta^nance 
And supi^y of the iSountry. 

The day after, Mr. Harvey took the command 
in person at Carrickbyrne, where, on his arri- 
val, several fugitives appeared, giving dreadful 
accounts of their sufferings from the Royal 
.army, and at the tiine, several houses wer^ on 
lire about Old Ross. The Commander in Chief 
instantly ordered all the cavalry that could be 
.^Uected, to proceed against the depredator;?^ 
-who fled on their approach, and were chased i;i 
I jfuU speed to Ross* 

On the 9nd of June, as the little fleet already 
noticed, was cruising outside the harbour of 
Wexford, they fell in with a sloop from Ark- 
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iW, wBfch upon being bailfed, came to, and 
was taken . On board this vessel were llirc^ 
oficers of the North Cork militia. Lord Kings- • 
twraugh the Colonel, Captain O'Hea, and 
Lieutenant Bourke, who were accordingly 
made prisoners and conveyed to gaol. This no* 
Weinati, and these his officers, were' in Dublin 
w'hen informed of the defeat of their regiment 
at Oulard, as before stated, and immediately 
purposed to jbin it, for which purpose, pro* 
ceeding by land as far as Arklow, and ^nding 
the insurrection morfe formidable than they 
could be brought befcJre to imagine, they therf 
hired a vessel to bring them to Wexford, not 
conceiving it possible that it had been aban<» 
doned and then in the hands of the COnspira!- 

tors. 

r. 
The people of the bs^roay of Forth, having 
by this timq . sui&dently equipped themselves 
with guns and pikes, joined the encampment 
now formed on the hill of Carrickbyrne, whith- 
er, it must be observed, the army of the camp 
near Taghman, had shifted on the first of 
June, A small party from Wexford, also, de^ 
nominated the Faith Corps, joined the encamp* 
ment pn Cairigrew. 
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The King'9 military, stationed at Gorejr, 
made constant sallies, in the course of 
#hich through the country, they plundered 
and burned many houses, and shot some 
hundreds of stragglers, who happened* to 
fall in their way. This provoked the United 
army to vie with their opponents in thi* 
mode of warfare ; and retaliation, has on this» 
as on every other occasion, produced maiiy 
woeful scenes. £normities, in fact, were 
•ommitted on both sides, which, among 
Iheir many lamentable consequences, ten-? 
ded to exasperate the party, animosities* al- 
ready too powerfully destructive of the peace 
and happiness of the country. At this time 
reinforcements were every day crowding into 
Gorey. On the 3d of June, general Loftub 
arrived there with five thousand men under his 
command, as did also General Walpole from 
Carnew, whence he had several times gone out 
to reconnoitre the camp at Carrigrew, A de- 
termination was formed to attack this on the 
4th, with the force then in Gbrey, -with 
Irhifch the troops from Carnew andi Neww 
town-harry were to co-operate, so as to en^ 
Igage the United Irish on^ ail aides, end from 
these arrangements, and considering tke 
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£>roe that was to act against tbem, little 
doubt was entertained of their toial and 
3geedy defeat. The army from Gorej 
marched out at the appointed time, and 
formed into two divisions. The one under 
General Loftus, took route towards Bally- 
canew ; while the other, commanded by Gen- 
eral Walpole, proceeded, by the Camolia 
^oad, directly to commence the concerted at- 
tack on Carrigrew. The United army, had^ 
however, quitted this post, and were iii 
full march towards Corey, when they sudr 
denly and unawares fell in with this military 
body under General Walpole, at a place 
called Tubberneering. The meeting was 
equally unexpected on both sides, and th^ 
circumstance, no less true than extraordl- 
fiary, neither party having any scouts, prq-^ 
^duced an ioptantajieQ^s ^nd -confused action/ 
^n which .General Wf^lpole was killed in Si 
(ey minutes a^cr , its commencement, and 
ebi^ trx>aps ipimediately gave way and fled 
in fihe utmost precipitation and disordeF^. 
living the. victors in possession of nioir 
pieo^ of cannon, two six pounders, and 
raother of ' infei^iQr size» The fate of Ibift 
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• «ctioa vas so quickly decided, as lo zlkfw 
General Loftus not the snlailest opportaaUy 
ef affording the troops under Gooberal Wal* 
poie» any assistance* This loss- of the mili- 

- lary in killed and wounded, was consider- 
able, besides a number of officers, wFth many 
privates, taken prisoners. The rest, in the 

' greatest possible haste, being pursued 1>y ^le 
United Irish, reached Gorey, whichi tbey>as 
as quickly passed through ; but would, in 

- revenge, have put the prisoners ia the towa 
" to death, had they not feared that the delay 

it would occanon, might cost them too ^dearly* 
" This account is from one of the Colonels, 

* who opposed with all his might, the peqpe* 
« tration of such a cruel and barbarous deed, 

and who, to his honour, was incapable of cdun* 
tenanctng such an atrocity under. aiiycir-^ 
'eumstances. The retreat was thence very- 
precipitate to' Arklow, where a coimctl*- ot 
war was hastily hdd» at which it was. as 
. ^hastily, determined to abandon that -tofwn^ 
and this was acccrdingljf put into imme* 
diate execution. Some were sa panic-struck^ 
that they did not stop till they reached Dub-» 
^ Un, but others stopped at different dista^ces^ 
. when their horsea 9r theioselves were nat aUe^ 
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^&> t>ro6eed farther. Geaeral Loftus, om hetf« 

: ing^e report of caftnonaad other fire .aE6A9» 
^ tin -the engagement, not being able to go across 
•' ' ihe country, he proceeded round by the ro^id 

rto the scene of action, whare he folind the ho* 

i dies of many siain, and did not learn the fiite. 
H.-rOf Genesral Walpole till he saw him s^retcl^d 
^/on the field of battle. He then mored towards 
ftrGocty, but thought it most prudent to alter 
. his. lino of direction, upon being saluted by the 
r United Irish with* the cannoa they had just 
,^ taken, and which they had drawii up to the 

\ summit of the hill of Gorey, which is immedi* 

. r ately over the town, commanding it in evsery 

quarter. The general then mstrched- to Car-» 

.'•aew and from that to TuUow. The troops 

that had proceeded from Carnew in the morn* 

^..ingi to co-operate in the intended general at- 
tack on the United array at Carrigrew, did^toi 
^ I tetum thither upon hearing of the^defeat, but 

, made Newtown-barry with those who had 
r «ome out from thence on the same expedition* 

On the evening of the .4 th of June, the Uni^ 

^ ted Irish stationed on the hill of Carrickbyrne, 

whither the Taghmon army, led by Mr. Joha 

Devereux jun. was transferred on the 1st, nowr 

* firoceeded to Corbet-hilT^ withia a xuitc of' the 
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.town of Ross, the garrisoa of whicTi had latcljp 
leceived great reinforcements, by the. arrival 
ijbere of the Donegal, Clare and Meath . regi- 
ments, a detachment of £nglisb and Irish ar- 
tillery, the 5th dragoons, and the Dublin tu>- 
litia, all under the command of General John« 
ton, who expected an attack during the nighty 
and. consequently the troops remained under 
«rms, without being allowed to take any r#* 
pose* 

The United army, headed by their Coini- 

Miander in Chief, Mr. Beauchamp Bagnal 

Harvey, a little after their arrival on Corbet- 

hi!f, were saluted with a few cannon-shot anrf 

'bomb-shells from the town, without producing 

any other eflfect than that of increasing thei^ 

TTgllance. Mr. Harvey, and his prrncipalP 

'Generals, took up their quarters in the hottstf'of 

Corbet-hill, where, after holding a short con-- 

sultation, it was determined to attack the town 

in three different points at once, and acCO&r- 

dinglyMr. Furlong, the General's chief Aide^; 

.eapip, was dispatched at the break of day, with* 

a flag of truce, and the following sununons, t^:* 

th« commanding officer at Ro^s ;t-»«-« 
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Cmnp ai CorUt-Hdl^ Jane 5M, 1798. • 

' ; ** A$ a friend to humaaity , I request yoii 
*' win sunrender the town of Ross to the Wex^ 
.'*.ford forcesr'now assembled against that tjown^ 
. •^ Your resistance will but provoke rapine axii 
^* plunder, to the ruin of the most innoceatt 
^* Flushed with victory, the Wexford fyus^ 
•♦ now innumerable and irresistible, wiU nol 
•• be controuled if they meet with any resist* 
•• ance : to prevent, therefore, the tot^l ruin of 
V all property in the town, I urge you to Hj; 
••speedy surrender, which. you will be iotoA 
^Vto do in a few hours, with loss and bloods 
^' i^ed, as you are surrounded on all sides^ 
•« Your answer is required in four hours. , Mr. 
•• Furlo;ig carries this letter, and will bring the 
^•'answer. 

I sun Sir, &c. &c.. 

B. B. HARVEY.'* 

Mr. Furlong was shot the moment he ap* 
proached the out-posts, which so exasperated 
the people, that they could not be restrained 
ft^m instantly rushing on to attack the Three- 
bullet-gate, being the part' of the town next to 
ttiem.; and this it was, that principally pre- 
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vented the concerted plan of assaidt frdtti bieilfg 
carried into ezecation ; as three diirisions of 
their forces were to have begun 'their operationi 
•gaiAst different parts of the town at ibe «ailie 
lime. This particular diTision, therefore^ n<]^t 
waiting 'till the other two should have rea<^6d 
their several stations of action, the latter nH 
only did not proceed , but were seized with such n 
panic, that they dispersed all over the cduntty^ 
flying in all directions to their several homes/ 
and bearing as they went along, the tidings of 
a total defeat. This retreat waa occasioned 
hy the example of Mr. James Redmohdy one 
of the divisional generals, who, without tht 
least effort to answer the intent of his. appmnt^ 
ment, ordered his division to retreat hastlljr 
fi!»m the field ofaction. Even in the town of 
'Wexford, nineteen miles distant from JKossy 
the news of a defeat was announced at an ear^*^ 
ly hour in the day, by many fugitive, who 
had taken that direction, relating various • and 
strange adventures, to account for their own 
precipitate flight. One third of the numbeiSt 
that encamped on Corbet-hill, the evening fee- 
fore, amounting to twenty-seven thousand 
men, did not stand in the morning of the day 
ofaction, so that even the division under MrJ 
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9^vsrwx, who eommencedand afterwards con^ 
tinued the assault, was by no means completei 
MUmhers of those who constituted it, having 
ah^^bandontd their stations, which were faa 
ftom bring adequately supplied by such of th« 
two.pAQiCf^struck divii^ons, as had the couragt 
f^nd resolution to join in the battle then going 
^ward, and in its greatest heat. From this 
^Ifemeat^ bowerer,, it must appear, that thf 
original plan was not piirsued, and whatey^ 
Uie United army accomplished in the onsets 
fXl>ii«t hare been from individual courage and 
intfepidtty. They first • dislodged the Royal 
army from?> their entrenchments outside the 
fOwn, where they were very advantageously 
|K>6ted, and on this occasion, the cavalry in theif 
Aarges^ were repulsed with dreadful slaughter; 
The tegular military then retreated from thdf 
antrenchments into the town^ pursued warmly 
by the United Irish, who obliged them to 
in<Mrefrom one situation to another. Until they 
at last, drove them over the great bridge on 
Ihe Barrow, into the county of Kilkenny. 

When the United Army had thus got pos- 
session of the town, they fell to plundering 
and drinking, on which they became so intent^ 
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that tkey could not ]be brought on by their 
generals to follow up their advantage. In ihm 
mean time, the Royal army rallied oh the 
•ounty of Kilkenny side of the bridge; and» 
although a retreat was before determined on, 
yet they were induced to return upon percfeir- 
ing that there was no pursuit, and besides 
they were powerfully instigated to this, by the 
timely reinforcements of some Scotch and 
British troops^ just landed from England. 

The county of Dublin militia on hearing of 
the death of their favourite colonel. Lord 
Mountjoy, were the first to renew the attack 
under the command of Major Vesey. Their 
example was followed by the rest of the troops^ 
and their united efforts shortly compelled such 
of the United Irish as were not too drunk, to 
fly out of the town, of which they had been^ 
by this time, some hours in possession. Hav- 
ing respired a little, however, from iheir hasty 
retreat, which in a great degree made them 
•ober, they again returned to the charge, and 
the contest which now ensued, was maintained 
on both sides with great obstinacy, both parties 
being induced, by experience of the former en- 
counter, not to relax their exertions. The 'in- 
trepidity of the United Irish, was truly aston- 
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ishing^ as notwithstanding tlie dreadful Iiavoe 
made in their ranks by the artiHferyTthey rush* 
€d up to the very mouths of tii^ cannon, regard- 
less of the numbers that vver^falling on all 
sides of them, and pushed 'forward with such 
impetuosity, that they obliged the army to re- 
tire once more, and leave the town to them- 
tsetves. But even after this, they soon fell into 
the same misconduct as before, crowning their 
bravery with drunkenness. Of this the proper 
advantage was quickly taken by the Royal army, 
who again renewed the attack, by which thejT 
finally became perfect masters of the town. 
Several houses were set on fire and consumed 
in the course of this and the former attack, but 
one of these deserves particular notice : this 
was a slated house, four stories h^h, on the 
summit of the main street, near Christ's church, 
in "which ninety-five persons were burnt to 
ashes ; none having escaped but one man,^ who 
in running oifF, was fortunate enough to esoipe^ 
though fired upon by the soldiery. On the eve* 
ning of the preceding Wednesday, Mr. Culli- 
more, a quaker, wishing to visit his family at 
his country-house, a , short distance from the 
towHf was taken prisoner as he attempted to 
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pass the patroIeSy brought in, and confined m 
the market-hdiise» from which he was not re^ 
leased on the day of battle, as if it were by th^ 
special interference of providence ; for some of 
the regular military, when they imagined the 
day was going against them, had resolved to 
put all the prisoners in the town to death ; 
1)ut, when a party of those on guard, enter- 
%i the place of confinement, for this inhuman 
purpose, Mr. Cullimore addressed them with 
8uch an authoritative and impressive tone, say- 
ing, •« Tou shall not shoot the prisoners ;-** 
** there are some men here as loyal as you are/* 
7his address and manner of a better man than 
Marius, awed and overcame the sanguinary 
slaves, so that they retired without perpetra- 
ting the h9rrid crime of their bloody intent 1 

A great number of officers and privates, of 
ithe King's troops, in the various success of 
•the day, were induced, from time to time, to 
attempt a retreat to Waterford through the 
oounty of Kilkenny. Some of these succeeded 
in their efforts, and^ from their unfavourable 
accounts of the battle, the Roscommon militiai^ 
who were in full march toward Ross, turn- 
^ about for Waterford, Colonel Dillon^ 
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with s6me pf his regiment, were intercept* 
•d» and put to death in their progress, by the 
•ountrj people, who on sight of the fugitives^ 
and on the report of the success of- the United 
army, were making every preparation^ an4 
nearly in readiness to join them* 

The United forces being upbraided by theif 
Chiefs for sullying their bravery by drunken- 
ness, made a third attempt to regain the town^ 
and in this they displayed equal valour with 
what they exhibited in the earlier part of the 
day ; but by this time the King's army, having 
received fresh reinforcements, had acquired a 
degree of confidence in their own strength. 
While several houses blazed in tremendous 
conflagration, the United Irish received an 
irreparable loss, by the sudden fall of sixteen 
leading chiefs, which put an end to their career 
of victory ! Paralysed by the loss and exertions 
of so many brave officers, and no longer able 
to withstand the violence of the flying artille- 
ry, the United army, after an engagement of 
ubove ten hours, sounded a regular retreat, 
bringing away some cannon, taken from the 
Royal army in the course of the action. The 
United forces after their defeat^ returned to 
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tbeir former station. Having eacaisped tliii 
Bight at Carrick-*b7rne. 

In this battle both armies lost four thousand 
men. Indeed, it is impossible to ascertain the 
actual loss of the people during the action, as 
the number of dead are said to be doubly accu* 
mulated by those who were killed unarmed 
and unresisting after it was all over. Many 
jnen had become so intoxicated in the course 
of the day, that they were incapable of flying 
out of the town in the retreat of their assod* 
ates, and several of the inhabitants, whose 
Houses were burnt, and having therefore no 
place to retire to, fell Victims alike as strag- 
gling insurgents^ to the undistinguishingfury 
of the irritated soldiery, from which no person 
eould escape who was not clad in military at« 
tire of one kind or other. The following day^ 
also, the few houses that remained unburnt in 
the suburbs, being the only places that a com- 
mon person could get into^ were closely 
searched, and not a man discovered in them 
left alive. Some houses were set on fire even, 
so thronged, that the corpses of the suffocated 
within them, could not fall to the ground, but 
continued crowded together in an upright pos- 
ture, until they were taken out to be interred. 
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.We cannot suj^pose that these horrid massacres 
ftnd conflagrations^ were committed in revenge 
for the infernal abomination perpetrated at 
Scullabogue^ of which we shall have occasion 
presently to make mention, as no intelligence 
x>f that lamentable event could have reached 
Ross at the time ; but be that as it may, offi- 
cers of the first rank were not only present, 
hut even promoted and encouraged those deeds 
of dreadful enormity,, of which every breast 
not dead to humane feeling must shudder at 
the recital ! 

It is an invariable^maxim, that cowardice anA' 
cruelty are very closely allied. This was 
most strongly exemplified by the barbarous 
^conduct ^of the run-away murderers who fled. 
from the battle of Ross to Scullabogue., where ^^ 
number of prisoners were confined in a barn, to 
which these savage miscreants (having over- 
powered and murdered some of the guards, who^ 
resisted them as long as they could) set fire, 
and made every person within its walls, nearly- 
one hundred in number, perish in the flames !: 

It is all edged on the part of ' the sanguinary 
rufliins, concerned in this most detestable^ 
transaction^ that it was in retaliation for l^cp 

5 se 
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4eeds of desperate cruelty practised agaiosrt 
tiiemselves, and irritated aa thej were from 
recent escperience of persecutions and tortures 
of every kind ;«— whippings, strangulations, 
and hangings without trial, which some of the 

. party had narrowly escaped a few days before 
in Ross, where these measure were very prevai- 
lent : but no incentive, no persecution, no ex- 
perienee of cruelty, can palliate,, much less ex- 
cuse such unnatural and detestable atrocity. 
It is but justice, however, to observe,, that ia 
this horrid transaction, no person of superior 
condition, none above the mere canaille, or 
lowest description of men, was at all concern- 
td ; but infamy of tdis indelible nature^ shourd 
never so much as glance but at its proper oB« 
jects.. Were the fact otherwise than as here 

- stated, it must have been notoriously manx- 
ftsted in the course of the several trialis since 
had in consequence of the rerj enormity, and 
tot which some miscreants have beeii justly- 
doomed to execution. But truth imposes the* 
task of mentioning also,, that it has appear^, 
flrbm soTiemn evidence given on those trials^ 
that in consequence of the United Irish bei'ng 
disappointed in their expectation, of taking 
^iet posses$ioa of Boss, theii: flag of truo^ 
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being shot, and after the attack, the fugitives 
from the town communicating accounts of the 
tortures practised there, and that no quarter 
would be given to the people, an infuriate 
multitude of men and women rushed to Scull»« 
bogue, vociferating revenge, forced the guards^ 
(who did all in their power to protect thdr 
charge) and set fire to the prison, which was 
a thatched house ; and for this transaction. 
General Johnson has not escaped animadvert 
sion, as it is said he was repeatedly warned 
to spare the people^ or they would resort to 
retaliation, by executing all the prisoners in 
their hands ; and if giving quarter would have 
prevented the fatality at Scullabogue, humaai- 
ty excites a wish it had been given t-'-^It if^. 
material to observe, also, that these triaFs have 
disclosed information manifesting a very 
strong feature characteristic of popular com-» 
motion, which, is, that the unbridled multi- 
tude are as precipitate as indiscriminate in 
their deeds of outrage, putting them into exe<- 
fution as soon as conceived, to prevent the pos« ' 
sibility of counteraction.. This is,, in fact, 
so true, that very often the greatest favourites 
eannot escape the instantaneous violence of' 
popular fury.. Although this cannot be con- 
sidered as an excuse^ nothing being capable oi: 
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palliating, mudi less excusing the crime «( 
Bcullabogue, yet its guilt would be greatly 
aggravated, did it appear a deliberate or pre- 
meditated action, in which any one above the^ 
meanest vulgar was concerned. 

Scullabogue is situated at the foot of the 
eminence of Carrick-byrne, whither the United 
Irish, defeated at Ross, retreated as has been 
observed, and upon being made acquainted 
with the enormity, which all brave men must 
reprobate, they universally and loudly expressed 
their horror and detestation of the barbarous 
deed !— Surely, it is easy to conceive, that 
the men. who had so lately displayed such a 
dauntless spirit of courage and consummate 
bravery, could not be destitute of its general 
•oncomitant, humanity*. 

An investigation of this horrid transaction^, 
was entered into the following day, whett 
many of the lower class were apprehended, ort 
suspicion 6f being concerned in it. On the 
same day, a proclamation, in the form of resolu- 
tions, by the whole United army, was published 
by the Commander in Chief, signed by himself,, 
and countersigned by the Adjutant-General,, 
H^ith intention to curb all excesses against li^^ 
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*nd property, and encouraging, by every pos* 
sible means, union and harmony among all 
descriptions of the people. It is as follows : 

'•*-^// a meeting of the General, and several Ojfim 
** cers of the United Army of Ireland, thefoU 
** lowing Resolutions ivere agreed upon : 

•* Resolved^ That the Commander in Chief 
** shall send guards to certain baronies, for the 
•* purpose of bringing in all men they shall 
•• find loitering and delaying at home, or else- 
*• where; and if any resistance be given to thost^ 
** guards, so to be sent by the Commanding^ 
•* Officer's orders, it is our desire and orders, 
•* that such persons so giving resistance, shall 
•• be liable to be put to death by the guards;^ 
•• who are to bear a commission for that pur-^ 
''pose; and all such persons found to be so 
** loitering and delaying at home, when brought 
•* in by the guards, shall be tried by a court- 
'* martial, appointed and chosen from among 
•* the Commanders of all the different corp^ 
•* and be punished with death. 

*• Resolved, that all officers shall imraedi« 
«• ately repair to their respective quarters^ 
** and remain with their different corps, and 
/' not depart therefrom under pain of deaths 
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V unless authorised to quit by written ordei^ 
** from the Commander in Chief for that pus^ 
" pose, 

" It 18 also ordered, that a guard shall h^ 
** kept in rear of the different armies, with or*- 
^' ders to shoot all persons who shall fly or de** 
^ sert frona any engagement ; and that thes^ 
♦• orders shall be taken notice of by all officers 
jf* commanding in such engagement. 

. " All men refusing to obey their supericft 
♦• officers, to be tried by a court-martial, and 
** punished according to their sentence. 

'• It is also ordered, that all men who shall 
••attempt to leave their respective quarters^ 
♦* when they have been halted by the Com- 
" mander in Chief, shall suffer death, unlesg 
** they shall have leave from their officers for 
*• so doing. 

" It is ordered by the Commander in Chief, 
•' that all persons who have stolen or taken 
•* away any horse or horses, shall immediately 
"bring in all such hordes to the camp, at 
•• head-quarters j otherwise, for any horse that 
•• shall be found In the possession of any per- 
" «on to whom he does not belong, that per-. 
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f* son, shall, on being convicted thereof, suffei 
••4eatb^ 

** And any goods that shall have been plttn« 
f ' dered from any house, if not brought in to 
«* head -quarters, or returned immediately to 
*^ the houses or owners, that all persons so 
^' plundering as aforesaid, shall, on being con« 
^* victed thereof, suffer death.. 

•' It is also resolved, that any person or per* 
'^ sons, who shall take upon them to kill or 
** murder any person or prisoner, burn any 
/•• house, or commit any plunder, without spe« 
•* cial written orders from the Commander in 
^ Chief, shall suffer death. 

•* GOD SAVE THE PEOPLE.*' 

•^ B.B. HARVEY, Commander in Chief. 
•• FRANCIS BREEN, Sec. and Adj/' 

w Cam^t June 6M, 1798/» 5 

Proclamations of a similar tendency, were 
Issued by all the Baronial Generals, address- 
ed to their different divisions, exhorting 
ihem to humanity, and calling on them to use 
every exertion in apprehending the savage mis- 
creants concerned in the late abominable mas- 
jfiacre I To give a just idea of these proclama« 
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tionSy we insert anotber of tbe Commander. m 
Chief's addresses to the United armies ou th« 
7th of June. 

TO TH^ PEOPLE OF IRELAND* 

** COUNTRYMEN AND FELLOW-SOLDIERS ! 

•' Your patriotic exertions in the cau^e of 
** your country, have hitherto exceeded your 
** most sanguine expectations, and in a short 
** time must ultimately be crowned with suc- 
•* cess. Liberty has raised her drooping head ; 
** thousands daily flock to her standard ; the 
** voice of her children every where prevails. 
**Let us, then. In the moment of triumph, re*^ 
•* turn thanks to tbe almighty Ruler of the 
•* universe, that a total stop has been put to 
•• those sanguinary measures, which of late 
** were but too often resorted to by the crea- 
♦* tures of government, to keep the people la 
** slavery. 

•* Nothing, now, my countrymen, appears 
*• necessary to secure the conquests you have 
♦• already won, but an implicit obedience to 
♦• the commands of your chiefs; for, through 
•* a want of proper subordination and disci* 
^ pline, all may be endangered. 
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' *' At this eventful period, all Europe must 
*< admire, and posterity will read with aston^ 
^' ishment, the heroic acts achieved by people 
^* strangers to military tactics, and having 
*' few professional commanders: but what pow* 
^' er can resist men fighting for liberty ! 

** In the n^oment of triumph, my country- 
^'men, let not your victories bfe tarnished with 
'* any wanton act of cruelty : many of those 
** unfortunate men now in prison, were not 
^* your enemies from principle ; most of them, 
•* compelled by necessity, were obliged to op* 
*• pose you ; neither let a difference in religious 
^' sentiments, cause a difference among th^ 
** people. Recur to the debates in the Irish 
^* House of Lords on the 19th of February 
*' last, you will there see a patriotic and en- 
•* lightened protestant bishop, (Down, and 
** many of the lay lords) with manly eloquence^ 
"** pleading for catholic emancipation and par« 
^'liamentary reform, in opposition (o the 
•* haughty arguments of the Lord-Chanoellof^ 
** and the powerful opposition of his fellow^ 
•* courtiers. 

•* To promote a union of brotherhood and 
*' affection among our countrymen of all reli^ 

y 
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*'giou8 persuasions, has been our principal 
^* object : we have sworn in the most solemn 
" manner-^we have associated for this lauda- 
f^ble purpose, and no power on earth shall 
'^ shake our resolution. 

•* To my prbtestant soldiers I feel much in- 
f'debted for their gallant behaviour in the 
!' field, where they exhibited signal proofs or 
5* bravery in the cause. 

. , " GOD SAVE TBM PEOPLE.** 

•* B. B. HARVEY.". 

'«* Wexford, June 7th, 1 798." 

It should have been mentioned before, that 
In the evening of the day on which the United 
army obtained possession of Enniscorthy, a 
drummer of the North Cork militia^ who had 
^pome time before refused to beat his drum, 
nvhen some tune, obnoxious to the people, waA 
- tailed for, or to whip some of the prisoners, 
was found hanging in the lodgings of Mr. 
Handcock, a clergyman and magistrate, who 
tesided in that town !— When this feet becani^ 
generally known, it is impos^ble to conceive 
the indignatipn and fury it excited in tht 
minds of the populace, already flushed with 
Victory, and heated by intoxication. They 
considered the murdered soldier as a victim 
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immolated to their cause ;— 'they conceived he 
liad met that fate to which they were all 
doomed unless they had risen against exter-* 
mination. The more violent, were those, who 
themselves or their friends had suffered most 
severely, previous to the insurrection, and they 
instantly took advantage of the ferment occa- 
sioned by this circumstance, to wreak their 
l^ngeance oh those they considered their ene- 
inies, who still remained in the tdwn after Tl 
had been evacuated by the Royal army. Manjr 
were put to death in consequence, notwith- 
standing that the more sensible and humane 
part endeavoured to protect the unhappy suf- 
ferers, but the voice of those were drowne€ 
in the general cry of •• They would not let 
•• one of us escape if we were in their power j 
** we should be all served like the drummer.? 
Many who were present when this horrid scene 
took place, affirm that this incident produced 
sn effect more violent and instantaneous, and 
exdted a degree of frenzy superior to any thing 
ihey had witnessed during the commotions* 
It is evident, from every day's experience, that 
causes, insignificant in themselves, do some* 
times produce effects the most lamentable; 
and that low artful men take advantage of 
l^eh intidentf in all tumultuary proceedings ; 
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and, considering tlie state of mind of tlie popu- 
lace at this moment, tlie knowledge of sncli a 
fact must have had a powerful operation.— -It i» 
femarkable that Mr. Hinton's house, in which 
the drummer was found hanging, received no 
injury from the people, as they considered him 
innocent of this inhuman transaction. 

While the United army kept posseftslon of 
ihe town of Enniscorthy, another circumstaaap 
•CGurred, which prodaced much mischief* 
The King's cavalry of Newtown-Borry, made 
an inroad towards the United camp, as far as 
the bridge of Searawal«h, which is three mil€$ 
from £nniscortby« and at this plaoe killed • 
Voy who was an idiots he happened to be the 
nephew of a catholic priest in the neighbour* 
hood ; and the killing of this harmless creature^ 
who never could have made use of hostile W€ftt« 
pons, produced a Tiolent fernMtit, which was 
not appeased until tl^ people sacrificed* (as if 
to his manes) twelve or fourteen of their prisoor 
ers. These facts, if any are wanting^ show 
t^e impolicy and wickedness of shedding blood 
ynnecessarily, even in the fury of war.— The 
principle of retaliation is strongly implanted ia 
the human heart, and therefore all unnecessary 
urritatioxi should be sedulously avoided. 
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^A Gtiiaea cotter having strui^ against the 
banlis iof Blackwater, unshipped her rudder 
outside the bay of Wexford, where she cast 
anchor ; and the captain on entering the har- 
bour, to get it repaired, was met by one of the 
cruising boats, and the vessel was accordingly 
seized and brought in as a prize. She had oa 
board a few barrels of gunpowder, without- 
wbtcb* the United Irish would have been to* 
tally destitute of that article, as their origiual 
Slocki waSi^by this time, eniirdy expended* I( 
is, indeed, an extraonrdinary fact^that the pop- . 
uiar army did not possess^ in th«: whole course 
of the war, as muchpowder as would be deem- 
•d necessary; by any military man, for th«' 
dupply of ooe battle, and that their gunsmea». 
ao little used! to warfare, never retired ijiatii 
they had: £red their last charge, exhibiting on 
all^oceasions, amazing intrepidity ; but it wat 
impossible to furnish fire*arms for the numbers; 
ojSering* their sorvices*- In their differeut ta^- 
caiiapmeots they were mostly armed witli< 

Although most of the people of Ireland can- 

but seldom indulge in the luxury of eating: 

meat, yet as the vast numbers of them were* 

»6w to be supplied with this article, it becam^t^ 

Y Q^ 
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act in toy. maimer contrarjr to the will of tfo 
populace. It bfts been confidently asserted, 
and too strongly inculcated, that tke iasucgenta 
were resoWed to sacrifice all protestants ; of this,, 
the best refuUtation is, that had this been thdr 
intention, the accomplishment was in tlieir 
power, and the avoiding iu perpetimtion at the. 
angry and exa^erated moment, must be con* 
ndered conclusive in opposite argument. In- 
deed, it is too evident, that this falsehood baa 
Been industriously impressed for the purpose 
of fostering prejudice, and of continuing bale- 
fel division among the several descriptions of 
Hie people, by the government, who shame-* 
ftUty encourage and foment those animosities^. 
Which 'have brought so much calamity and^^ 
ruin on the country ; of which, if any Irishmaa 
requires further proof, the eventful history of 
Itis country, since the period of 1798, is abun- 
dantly convincing ; and it is to be hoped, that' 
the charitable discrimination of all Irishmen, . 
Will iudnce them to abandon their prgudices,, 
and cultivate a friendly intercourse with each 
other, and they will find this line of conduct 
connected and congenial with their true inte- 
rests and happiness, as it will prevent their be- 
in^ cajoled, or worj^ed up, at any future pcriod^S 
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mutual rancour, to answer the ends of polit* 
iear seducers, as the destruction of their coon-* 
if J must be the consequence. All pn>testant» 
-who had the good will of their neighbours^ 
and who had not adventured in the hanging; 
burning, flogging, shooting and extermina* 
ting system, that immediately preceded the in- 
•urrection, were, in general, as safe as any oth* 
cr description of men in the country on joining 
i^e people, for as to this there was no alterna* 
tive ; but, it must be acknowledged, indeed, 
Ihat many gentlemen, who had been formerly 
much liked, were considered as unpardonable 
if concerned in any exertion against the peo^# 
of the description just cited, particular ittstan« 
•es c^ which, alledged against them, occasiuneft 
Ae imprisonment and death of individuals. ' 

. If any catholics had launched forward in the 
•{urevalent mode of suppressing insurrection^ 
namely^ violation, flagellation, conflagration^ 
deliberate murder, and extermination, the|f^ 
Wpuld certainly have incurred equal odium 
with any protestant, or even infidel, guilty of 
the like deeds. Catholics, however, not being 
of the privileged class, (not even one catholic 
justice of peace in the country,) and therefore, 
not having the power, if they had the In^fin** 
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lion, oould not be generally involved witli t&e 
people, on the score of authority or oppression, 
and this may satisfactorily account why so few 
tatholics, comparatively with protestants, were 
iacrificed to popular frenzy and irritation. In 
all the proclamations, and other documents^ 
published during the insurrection, there does 
not appear the smallest symptom of religious 
bigotry ; the very contrary is even manifesi ; 
bttt should it be any longer insisted on, th^i 
the conduct and expressions of solitary indi* 
Ttduals, unequivocally discountenanced by the 
great majority, were the sentiments of the 
whole people, it must be stated in opposition^ 
and the argument would be just as fair, that 
the protestants had resolved on the extermina- 
tion of the catholics, as some individuals of 
them have expressed themselves favourable to 
such a measure^ and have lamented the arrival 
of Lord Cornwallis in Ireland, as, in their 
mind, it prevented the extirpation of the whofe 
of the United Irish, by them denominated 
catholics. These sentiments, as already men* 
tioned, have been so notorious, as to find utte* 
ranee even in parliament. 

During the whole period of the late eoramo- 
Ums of Irdandf it is a fact no less surprising 
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tiian true, that the fair sex were respected evea 
by those who did not hesitate to. rob or mur- 
der ; no one instance existing of a female be* 
ing injured or violated, including the wives, 
sisters and daughters of those denominated the 
greatest enemies of the people ; in whose con* 
duct appears another very striking feature : 
with respect to the King, they were silent ; 
his majesty*s name was not mentioned with 
disrespect, nor was he considered as the cause, 
of their misfortunes ; but, indeed, they pre^ 
-served no such delicacy with respect to the 
oharacters of those whom they considered the 
promoters and supporters of their persecu*. 
lions : they reviled them in the strongest 
tdrms of reprobation, and did not spare many 
of their lives or properties. 

In case of plunder, no person's house wa« 
spared who was not at home to prevent it, or 
who was not fortunate enough to have a confi- 
dentiar guard to welcome the marauders, who 
pleaded the public service in excuse of robbery 
and outrage; but meat and drink, if freely of- 
fered and supplied, generally preserved a house 
from otherwise inevitable direption. On these , 
occasions, the enemies and friends of the peo* 
^Ici were alike subject to depredation. 
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Several persoM^ wha liad been mucti dtSi« 
liked by the populace, had the good fortune tor 
possess fiuthful servants, vho by a free offer of 
what was wanted in the house, saved all the 
test ; while many others, who were much be-^ 
loved by the people, suffered considerably in 
iheir houses and properties, in consequence of 
the dishonesty of those wha were left in care 
of tbem, as tbey countenanced and encouraged 
pillage, in hopes thereby to screen their owa 
villany, in appropriating to themselves the 
best and most valuable part of the plunder. 

Great numbers crowded into Wexford from 
the different camps and other parts of the 
country, demanding supplies of salt, tobacco, 
spirits and leather ; threatening to set fire to 
the town in case of resistance, or not of imme-*^ 
diate compliance. The mode adopted in ma- 
naging the supplies, was, that the committee 
issued orders to those possessing any cf the ar« 
tides in demand, to furnish the Same in a spe- 
^fied quantity ; but the frequency of applica* 
tion, so multiplied their employment, that it 
was not possible for them to attend to all tbe 
various business that accumulated upon them ; 
and finding themselves unequal to the task, 
they were obliged to call for aiSsistance, and a 
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sipparate committee for each article in demand 
iRfas consequently appointed. To please the^ 
Wwer classes, who bad expressed dissatisfac- 
tion, some of them were now associated with 
those of higher rank^ in this discharge of pub-, 
lie duty, the trouble and vexation of whicb 
they had no conception of until they shared 
in the labour, whereby those originally ap- 
pointed were greatly relieved, and the com- 
mon people henceforward proved less trouble- 
some to them, as their compeers and compan-" 
ions were more successful in their arguments, 
to persuade them of the great difficulty of sup- 
plying them in as large quantities as before, 
md so reconciling them to accept of less. 
Varioos plunder took place on the army taking 
possession of the town, great psurt of whicbr 
waft afterwards restored, as orders were issued 
thai all kinds of property not belonging to 
those in whose possession it might be found, 
should he returned on pain of death. The 
court-house in Wexford was the depositary for 
such property, which the owners recoveijed on 
xnalLing their claim. 

The peace and qtiietness, existing in the 
town of Wexford during the popular commo* 
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jdons, tsxctfi the little disturbance frequently 
bccasionedv by the rocifexous cpmmissarxea 
from the camps, was very remarkable. At 
aight, particularly, the most solemn silence 
«ntimially preyailed, as all the inhabitatttt 
retired early to rest, and the ntmoat regularitf 
of conduct,' and peaceable behavionr was aiN 
aerved. The weather was remarkably warm 
and serene, and the physicians in town appre* 
hended a gaol -fever from the numbers in con- 
^finement. Among the several expedients* to 
semedy this evil, it was suggested t» make two 
of the chtirches a lodgment for prisoners, be- 
ing oanndered healthy and eligible situations; 
-but this scheme was warmly and effectually 
•pposed by the principal chiefs, as it might be 
'deemed disrespectful to the seat of the proles- 
tant worship, while those of the latter persua* 
sion were eager and urgent to have it so occu- 
pied, in order as they said, to thin the crowds 
confined in the common prisons. As a sub- 
etitute for this disappointment, the assembTy 
tooms were then resorted to, and fifty of the 
, prisoners were confined there, while twenty- 
ijsur of the principal gentlemen were sent on 
board a sloop in the harbour, which had been 
^tted out for that purpose. Another sloop 
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Bad been also intended for like occapancj, but 
tms condemned as unlit for tkat senrice. 

^ To endeavour to please the people, who wert 
very Trodferoas against all those thef considei^ 
td as occasioning the cruelties practised against 
khtm, the following proclamation was issued* 

PROCLAMATION 

or THE PEOPLfi OP Wexford. 

y Whereas, it stands manifestly iiotoriou|» 
*Hh«t James Boyd 9 James Hawtrey, Huntv 
y Gowan« and Archibald Hamilton Jacob, late 
^* magistrates of this town, have committed 
f ^ the most horrid acts of cruelty, violence anil 
** oppression, against our peaceable and wel}- 
..<< disposed countrymen ; now we, the peopl% 
J.* associated and united for the purpose of pr<^ 
^* 4»iring our just rights, and being determin^ 
i^t ^^ Protect the persons and properties of those 
.** of all religious persuasions, whp have opt 
,^ oppressed us, and are willing to joi4;i with 
/' heart and hand our glorious cause ; as well as 
/* to shew our marked disapprobation and hor- 
•* tor of the crimes of the above delinquents, 
** do call on our countrymen at large, to use 
. /* every exertion in their power to apprehend 
^ the bodies of the aforesaid James Boyd^ 
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•* James Hawtrey, Hunter Goiii^an, and Ar- 
•* chibald Hamilton Jacob, and to secure and 
** convey them to the gaol of Wexford, to be 
** brought before the tribunal of jhe people. 
'** Done at Wexford^ this dth dai/ of June ^ 1798. 
** GOD SAVE THE PEOPLE.^* 

The camp, which had been stationed at Car*- 
rick-byrne, was removed to Slyekielter, a hill 
which rises over the river of Ross, formed by 
the united streams of the Nore and Barrow, 
with design to intercept the navigation of this 
channel, between Waterford, Ross, and Dun- 
«annon-Fort. In this they in some decree 
succeeded; for, though they failed in their 
attempt on the gun-boats, in their engage- 
ments with which many lives were lost, they 
obliged some armed vessels to surrender ; in one 
of these was a mail , from which they learned 
much concerning the state of the kingdom in 
•general, from news- papers and governmental 
dispatches. 

The country was so guarded in every quas- 
ter, as to have a party stationed at every cross^ 
road, and this service was allotted to the old 
and infirm, or such as were incapable of beam- 
ing the fatigue of marching, but they were alsa 
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^ttend^ bj many others who absented them- 
selves from the camps on various pretences : 
Some women and children were likewise to be 
seen at these several posts, and the vigilance 
was such, that no person could pass unknown, 
nor was it possible to be at liberty, and be con-- 
•idered neuter. 

A pitched cap being found in the barrack of 
Wexford, and an Orange commission or war- 
rant, appointing a Serjeant of the North Cork 
militia, to found an Orange Lodge in the town,, 
roused the people, from the utmost tranquillity 
to the highest pitch of fury. This quickly 
drew together great numbers in the barrack* 
yard, and their horror of the Orange system 
was so excited, that in those emblems they 
imagined ihey possessed the most convincing 
proof of their intended extermination. After 
a variety of confused exclamation against the* 
promoters, it was resolved to clap the pitched' 
cap oh the head of the Orange Lord, who they 
said, had been the introducer of that systenxs 
in the town of Wiexford, They accordingly 
proceeded from the barrack, exhibiting th«- 
pitched cap on the top of a pike, displaying ati 
^Ql same time> the Orange commission or wdC'^ 
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'Tttnt, and were in direct march , wkh violefet- 
^iralution, to Lord Ktngsborough's lodgings. 
•To rescue this obnoxious person from instant 
destruction^ Mr. Hay (the benevolent an4 
popular gentleman already mentioned,) sought 
« to appease the multitude by addressing them 
from the window of the room in which bit 
, lordship was confined, but this was not effected 
^ 'tiU many of the prindpal inhabitants, compo* 
aiiig the councils, were brought to the scene 
>of tumult; when one of them, on pretence of 
looking at the {Htched cap, took and threw it 
orer the quay, and the hated emblem being, no 
longer in view^ the fury of the people abated , 
the Orange commission or warrant was talien 
from them, and they dispersed, nor was there 
any thing nK>re heard of the affair until 
"die nect morning, wheii the captain of the 
guard for the day, Imving erery thing pre- 
viously arranged and ready, after parade, whea. 
all others had retired to breakfast, and on his 
own mere authority, took down lord Kings*^ 
borough and his officers to the quay, and con'* 
ducted them on board the ship that had been 
fitted out but condemned » wfaeie he provided- 
them with abundance <^ fresh straw, and pla*^ 
#ed a detachmeut of his guard ovei 
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All tbis was executed with sudi haste and pre* 

• caution, that it was not for some time known 

^to the gentlemen of the Council. These, how- 

Xcver, on hearing of the a^ir, assembled, and 

r^ appealed to the people, then collected to know' 

'^hat was the matter. They represented ta 

-'* them, that these officers had surrendered on 

condition of being treated as prisoner!^ of wilr>, 

- they ought not to be confined on board ft 

' condemned ship ; and the consequence was, 

- that two physicians were sent on board to tsx* 

amine and inspect the state of the vessel, oa 

whose report that she was not fit for any per* 

son to be con^ned in. Lord Kingsborough and 

bis officers were brought back to their former. 

situation, where they remained until the sor* 

render of the town ; the vessel was then hauled 

into the harbour, whea she sunk within a fool 

' ef her deck. 

From the great heat and violence of the peo- 
pie against Lord Kingsboroughyin consequence^ 
of reports of his cruelty and exertions in flbg- 
l^ing, and the- other modes previously practi«» 
$ed for quieting the people, different parties^ 
from town and country, frequently proceeded 
to the house where he was confined, with aa^ 
intemoa of putting; him to deaths, but tiw? 
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guards always refusing to gi^e bim out to them 
without an order , and during the delay thuif 
occasioned, providentially for his lordship^ 
one or other of the principal inhabitants, usu<» 
ally came up, and by representing the condi- 
tions, which had been promised him on sur- 
rendering, they prevailed on the people to de- 
part. Considering the great fury of the people 
against Lord Kxngsborough for his prevFous 
▼iolent exertions,, being very cruel and sangui-^ 
nary,, his escape must be considered really 
Wonderful, if not truly astonishing, and we 
•an account for it in no other manner, than 
that the south of Ireland not having been big 
scene of action, and there existing no kind of 
communication with any other quarter, there 
tould not possibly be any positive proof addu*- 
•ed of his actions, except in a solitary instance^, 
which was easily got over. His lordship had 
been, previous to his imprisonment, but a very 
short time in Wexford, as he left that town in: 
two or three days after he had marched into it 
with his regiment. But some of his officert. 
had observed a lady at a window, viewing the 
troops as they came in, who attracted their- 
particular notice. After dinner, at which th#» 
bottle had pretty freely circulated, the tcogj^ 
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lecuoaof the sight of this lady had so far 
worked on the minds of some of the lads,, that 
they proposed to sally forth and endeavour to 
obtain a nearer view of her ; and Lord Kings^ 
borough being a young man himself, humour- 
^ the frolick, and accompanied them* Not 
gaining admittance, however, as expected^ 
they, in the military stile, resolved to storm 
the premises, and his lordship being a tall^ 
athletic man, raised one of the officers on his 
shoulders, who was thereby enabled, as the 
house was low, to get in through a window in 
the second story. The lady's husband wa^ 
absent, and herself quite alone in the house^ 
but on perceiving their intentions, she got out 
by a back window, and thus eluded their de** 
iign, as well as put an end to any farther 
progress in this adventure. When his lord^ 
ilhip afterward became a prisoner, this wa» 
quoted as an unfavourable circumstance, but 
it was obviated with little difficulty by an ar- 
gument, (not at all intending to throw the 
least reflection on the lady's character) which 
wa^, that her husband was himself a prisoner 
with the people, against whom therefore the 
^fFence could never have been intended, as no 
4tte|]3ipt of the kind had been made on any <|f 
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liheir wifesor (amilicB, bat was an insuflt offer-' 
fd by one whom they called an enemy, t^ 
another whom they thought deserring of the 
iame appeliation. This point being thus set* 
tied, and all other accusations ii^ainst )i\% 
lordship being general, they were the more 
easily overcome ; but had they been particular^ 
the event might have been quite otherwise, ai 
Ihe injured person or persons, fi^ the most 
part, would not listen to any kind^f reasoning, 
l|ut obstinatdy hold out and persevere in their 
accusations and complaints, which they so 
feelingly impressed on ifiLe assemblage c^ peo*' 
pie appealed to on sudi occasions, that tfaejr 
usually gained over their sympathetic appro* 
bation of the measures they proposed, 'an4' 
would thus succeed against all intercession. "* 

The United armies in the different campa^ 
being in great want of gunpowder, without 
which they could not proceed, remiained sUi*. 
tionary for several days, as the powdw ia 
Wexford was considered too little for its de-^ 
fence, and different reports were circulatedtrv 
that it was to be attacked from the south^a 
quarter. The demand for gunpowder, hpwevert 
from the camp on Gorey-hill, was so pressinf^. 
4iift a few barrels of it waa sent thithec £r<Ma* 



ffjfgffp^ to onabk tine army to jH-oceed to 
^kloDir^ which, 00 the defeat of General Wal4 
]^le, had beea deserted by the military, btrr 
Uje . inhabitants of which, on being left to 
tj^cfn^lves, reoaalned quietly at home, imita^ 
4og the example that had been set tllem at 
Garey, . before the battle of Tnbberneeringf 
f^hen they were' forced imd oveiwhekned into 
th« «y^lem> of the insurrection. The Cavan 
^ad Drogheda militia were ordered from Dub« 
l^n, to join G^iei^l Walpole's division, then 
iljader General Needham, and they marched 
into Arklow on the 6th of Jane; different 
olher raiments of the Royal army arri- 
\pd there on the 7th and 8ih, The whole 
^rce in Arklow, amounted to six thousand 
men. The United Irish had marched from 
Gorey-hill to Coolgreny, where, arranging 
dieir mode of attack, they proceeded in two' 
f rcat columns, one toward the fishery on the 
ifea side, commanded by Messrs. Fitzgerald 
jmd Perry ; and the other toward the upper 
end of the town, headed by a clergyman, in« . 
tending to make the attack on both ends of 
tbe town at once. The regular military having 
fiill notice of the approach, were very advan- 
tageously posted, without which they qould. 
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mot have resisted tbe impetuous attack made 
Hpon them ; however, they were obliged to 
retire somewhat from their original positions. 
In a violent effort to gain the upper end of the 
town, the Rev. Michael Murphy, with the 
principal chiefs who led on the Uni- 
ted Irish at that side, fell, and this stopped 
the progress and prevenfed the success of the 
attempt. Variously did the fortune of the day 
seem to incline; it is necessary, however, to 
mention that rumours of a retreat of the King's 
troops were circulated, and that orders were 
given, and seeming preparations made for that 
purpose, but this still appears a disputed point, 
and as the proverb has it, "all is well that 
ends well." The United Irish after having 
displayed singular bravery, courage and intre- 
pidity, as long as their ammunition lasted^ 
retreated when that was expended, to their 
former position at Gorey ; and thus ended the 
battle, at the very moment that it is alledged 
the army had determined to retreat, and some 
.of the military had already retreated. 

This battle, though not altogether the most 
bloody, was perhaps the most important of 
this war, since it probably decided the fate of 
Ireland, in saving the capital, and all the pro- 
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▼incml towns in* that quarter, from fallHig into 
the hands of the revolutionists. 

As, the United Irish were not pursued in 
their, retreat, thej carried aift^ajr most of theic 
wounded, so that their loss could not be ascer*-* 
tained, but is supposed to have amounted to 
at least fourteen hundred men. 

The encampmont at Slieye-kielter was trans- 
ferred from thence to Lacken-hill, within a 
mile of the town of Ross ; and, although Mr. 
Harvey had manifested uncommon courage, 
and had formed an excellent plan for the attack 
of that town, which failed of success only by 
not following his directions, yet no considera- 
tioo prevented his conduct from being blamed, 
and he, therefore, leaving the command to 
Messrs i Roche and Devereux, returned to 
Wexford to act as head of the Council. 

The King's troops, stationed at Newtown- 
Barry, made several excursions, and in the 
course of their progress, some miles from the 
town, they shot every man they met, however 
unarmed and unoffending, and plundered and 
burned several houses. The United Irish oa 
Vinegar^hill, irritated by these excesses^ fol*^ 
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lowed the exanaiple, and day after dMy .tnade 
excursions from tbeir can^p to counteract the 
r^ular military ; but, however, it so happen- 
ed^ that they did not fall in with each other. 
as they proceeded on different sides of the 
Slaney, which prevented their meeting, al- 
though their depredations were in sight of each 
other ; and, while the one party was burning 
and destroying what they considered eneaiy's 
properly in one quarter, the other, actuated by 
revangf, was committing Uke devastation ia 
another, and it would seem, as if by presoncer* 
tioQ, that both moved in different direcUona 
on ei^ry particular day of excursion, so that 
the only warfare between them was an appar 
vent strife, who should cause the greatest de* 
solation, or who. should appear most eager to 
destroy what was spared by the other, so thot 
the state .of the country was truly lamentable. 

There were but few gunsmen belonging to 
the stationary camp at Vinegar-hill, and an 
attack on that post being apprehended, all the 
gunsmen that could be spared, were sent there 
from Wexford, These men had not experieia* 
ced any of the persecutions practised previous 
to the insurrection, and were consequently 
vntainted with the rancorous spirit of revenge 
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wfaich they produced in other quattercu In 
Atxt, thej were remarkable for regularUjr tif 
conduct^ and they prevented a continnatioa o£ 
the cruel acts that had been hithefto perpetra«» 
ted there ; for, being shocked on the morning 
of the lOth of June, which was the next after 
their arrival, by seeing a man put to death ia 
Ennlscorthy, the Wexford men would not 
witness such another scene, and they declared 
tkey would not permit anothor instance of the 
kind while they remained, and their humane 
rcample shamed the most refractory, whom 
they awed into order, so that not another 
person suffered in Enniscorthy thenceforward^ 
until the 20th ; but, prior to thisi^ the town 
exhibited a melancholy spectacle. Horrors, 
and incessant apprehensions of death, attended 
the hapless Royalists who had not effected 
their escape from the devoted ground : — ^They 
Were every where seized and dragged to prison, 
where, after a summary trial, many of th^ia 
were shot or hanged. 

On the 10th of June, an attack was made 
by some gun-boats on Fethard, where, after 
destroying all the boats, mostly belonging to 
poor fishermen, the crews set fire to and bum- 
•d many houses. This occurrence, with sere^ 
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ml sbipsy of war» being se^i off the coast, re- 
newed the former opinion, that a landing and 
attack was intended in the southern part of the 
county. Small camps of observation, were 
therefore instituted at Carneand Rastoonstown, 
to be attended by all the married men of the 
neighbourhood, they being supposed to prore 
more watchful for the protection of their wivel 
and &milies, by obviating sudden emeigency» 
while all the bachelors, fit for actual service^ 
were ordered to attend at Lacken*hilK Itn 
.Wexford, attempts were made to manu&cturf 
•gunpowder, to supply the scarcity of thai 
.article. ■ % 

As the United army had not a sufficiency 
of gunpowder to undertake any new attack^ 
they remained inactive in their several en- 
campments for some days ; but, in order to ob- 
tain a supply of that article, it was resolved to 
make an attack on Borris, a town in the coun- 
ty of Carlow, where^ it was supposed, lay a 
jgreat quantity of arms and aramunilion. A 
detachment, accordingly, proceeded from the 
camp on Vinegar-hill, to that on Lacken-hill, 
where, receiving reinforcement, the United 
party moved forward to the attack of Borris^ 
^bere they arrived after a night^s march« earlf 
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ion the morning of the IStk. The cavalrj^ 
stuiaonefd there, fled on the approddi of the 
United Iri*h, but the infantry who had retired 
to the castle, defended it with great -bravery^ 
keeping up a constant fire. The cannon tho 
United party had brought with them, was to^ 
•mail to bai^ any effect on the castle, as the 
•nly ball discharged from one of them, reboun«* 
ded from the wall ; and an attack by musketry, 
was of course considered ineffectual. As no 
hopes then remained of taking the fortress bj 
assault or battery, the assailants ^et the hat* 
racks, and town adjoining, on fire, in hopes of 
forcing the garrison to dislodge themselves for 
protection, but this manoeuyre proving inefiec^ 
tual, and the United force having expended 
all their ammunition in useless efforts, and 
baviaglost many of their men, returned, t# 
the; several encampments from wbich they bad 
been detached. 

The encampment on Gorey-hill, had by 
this time removed to Limerick-hiU, and the 
King's army, which was now daily reinforced, 
made frequent sallies from their several sta* 
tions, and committed the most violent excess- 
en, patting to death every man who came i|i 
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their way, whether by accident or otherwise^ 
nor were the United Irish backward in retail* 
stion, so that the situsElion of such as weie 
placed b'etween the contending parties, was 
truly pitiable, being uncertain for an instant of 
the safety of their lives or properties, and 
equally subject to military and pc^ular vio- 
lence and devastation • Several strong report* 
had now prevailed thronghout the country^ 
that the most desperate atrocities had hcs^ 
committed by the Royal soldiery in their di&- 
rent quarters, and this roused the already ir- 
' litated passions of the people to revenge,, so as 
to be productive of many lamentable act&of 
outrage, ever attendant on civil commolidpi^ 
and keeping alive those melancholy discords 
which never occur in modern times, betweem 
separate and ind^endant nations at war» and 
which all enlightened and humane people ^o 
ftrongly detest and reprobate. Reports .o£ 
these enormities very much alarmed the minda 
of the prisoners in Wexford, as they strongly 
apprehended it might produce an alteration la 
the conduct of the inhabitants toward theiu. 
A petition to government, from those confined 
.in the gaol, was accordingly drawn up, express 
■••ire of the danger of their situation^ should i&fe 
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people be prompted to retaliation upon ihem'^ 
by the conduct of the King's troops toward 
such of the populace or their friends, as might 
&n into their hands ; and on this occasion the« 
officers, who were prisoners in Wexford, ap-^ 
peared more alarmed tlian the others there ia 
confinement* They accordingly communicated 
. to Mr. Hay their, apprehensions and wishes^ 
and proposed striking out some mode of put* 
• ting a stop to the violences which they very 
naturally feared, might soon involve ♦ their 
inevitable destruction. Lord KingsborougH 
was for proposing an exchange of prisoners, aa 
the best method of allaying the prevailing 
alarms, and of suppressing the heat and vio- 
lence of the people, now roused to the highest- 
pitch of fury, and breathing nothing but re- 
venge. Indeed, from the critical state of the 
iBOuntry, and the people in general who were 
absent from camp, abiding no controul, it was 
difficult to devise what could be best attempted 
to avert the fate that seemed to impend over 
every person of any distinction, having thfe 
misfortune of being then in this quarter of the 
kingdoin, while all the chiefs throughout the 
•everal encampments, most feelingly lamented 
lli« great disorders prevaiiiiig^ andia oonjuaw 
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tion wiA evciy individual of the least re«pe#» 
tabtUty, most strongly reprobated the cruelties 
and excesses that were perpetrated. So vkrfeot 
was the spirit of retaliation and vengeance, 
which seemed to actuate the whole mass of the 
people, that erery danger was to be apprehenil- 
edfrom it, unless some means were taken to 
aWay the existing fernoent. On the ISt'b oT 
June, several generals from the different ea- 
campments, led by the most benevolent mo- 
tives', as if by preconcerted agreement, waited 
on the Commander in Chief in Wexford, to 
consult on the best mode of ke<^ing their enra*- 
gtd armies in order, over whom they declared 
they had then but little controol, and they 
now expressed their fears, that the best dispcH 
•ed of the men, who had been hitherto dis- 
tinguished for good conduct and humanity, 
«ight be induced, by the prevailing rage, to 
commit acts of which they had yet been so far 
from guilty, that they gave them the moat 
ftreniiona opposition. The abomination of 
ScuUabogue had excited such general horror, 
that it became a material object of considera- 
tion on this occasion, when it was resolved to 
institute an enquiry for the purpose of punish- 
hig in 'the most ^cemplary manner^ the perpe^ 
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trator^ of ibis infernal transaction ! The etx^t^, 
iqg state of the country, prevented at the mo* 
ment, the accomplishment of so desirable an 
object, A favourable circumstance occurred at 
this time, which led to a hope that conciliation 
might be attempted with some probabilitx..of 
success. A message was sent to a pri«on-ship 
in thre Jiarbour of Dublin, offering liberty tq 
any one who would undertake to go to Wex- 
ford with letters for Lord Kingsborough, Ac- 
cordingly a man of the name of John Tunlts 
undertook the task, and being provided with the 
necessary passes, he arrived safe jat Limerick- , 
yU camp, whence he was sent with some prin- . 
,C|paI persons, to the Commander in Chief ia 
Wexford. He immediately assembled thoso, 
of the Council bethought best able to advisQ. 
him how to proceed, and it was considered 
fortunate that many, respectable persons from, 
the country, were then in the town, all of ^ 
whom approved of endeavouring to forward 
tl^e sentiinents of the prisoners, along, with,. 
Lord K^ngsborough's answer, but how to re- • 
concile the, devoted Chiefs, arid their army, ta 
ihp measure, without which nothing effectual 
could be done, was the difficulty. , The com- 
mittees ii^ Wexford, as various business and 
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orders had been pressed on them from time to 
time, not at all within the scope of their in ten* 
lions, upon undertaking that arduous duty. 
Were not conrsitiered Hkeljr, in the present in« 
itance, to act with effect, particulariy as their 
numbers had been increased cffi the augmen- 
tation of business, and this too, by the acces- 
#k>ti of low declamatory persons, who might 
ptocrastinate the proceedings for immediate 
remedy. Accordingly, those who had been in 
consultation with the Commafnder in ChieT, 
proceeded along with htm to the honse where* 
in the different committees usually met ; and 
here eight persons, considered the most capable 
of applying a speedy and effectual remedy to 
the existing evil, wete appointed, and the body 
*o selected, denominated **The Council ap* 
pointed to manage the affairs of the People,** 
of which Mr. Harvey was chosen President, 
This plan was to be communicated to the dif- 
ferent camps, and such of the persons as might 
not be approved of by the people, were to be 
removed, and replaced by others. This ar- 
rangement met with the heartfelt approbation 
of all the prisoners, especially as the Council 
immediately proceeded to forward the very 
plan they themselves had previously ii^tendeil 



to put in Qp^rationt It was tkougbt neeesmry^ 
also, to confine tlie inessanger, Tuaks, in %hm 
gaol, as be was very talkative, particularly 
with respfiot to Lord Kingsborougb's cruelties 
in Dublin^.to some parts of which, be said, he 
had been an eye-'witnesa. His manner and 
stones, if left at liberty, anight inflame the 
minds of the people, whom, at ihis time, it was 
so necessary not to provoke, but by evary 
possible means to concilbte. 

Captain M'Manus, being deputed by the 
prisoners in the gaol, was conducted to consult 
with Lord Kingsborough, who accordingly 
wrote a letter to the Lord Lieutenant, in the 
name of all the prisoners, (among whom there 
were thirteen officers of rank, besides several 
subaltern officers, and principal gentlemen of 
the country,) intimating their great danger, but 
that they had hitherto been well treated, and 
in every respect, as prisoners of war, and there- 
fore hoping that the prisoners taken by the 
Royal array, might meet the like good treat- 
ment with them» for that otherwise, they feared 
reprisals might be made, and their destruction 
prove inevitable. This letter, along with any 
others that the officers chose to send to their 
friends, was to be forwarded to the next com- 
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manding officer of the ^rmy/ and the messen- 
ger was to return with'an anWer with all con- 
veoient speed. Captain Bourke, of the North* 
Cork militia, was appointed to carry the re* 
mainder of the scheme into execution, and ae^ 
cordinglyon the evening of the 14th day of 
June, he set out from Wexford, accompanied by 
jLlr. Carty to Enniscorthy. On their way, 
they fell in with the infiEimottS Captain Dixon 
and bis marauding banditti, composed of such 
as he could prevail on to desert' their Chirfs, • 
This inhuman miscreant, seemingly acquies* 
ced in the business ; yet such was his duplicity, 
that he galloped with his party, on before the 
others, to Enniscoriby, where, by mischievous 
representations, and deceitful. contrivances, he 
so wrought upon the people, as to induce them 
not to suffer the letters to be forwarded, and 
such was his induence at the moment, that' 
not only Captain Bourke was in imminent 
danger, but even Mr. Carty, ran great 'risque 
in opposing his ;E:illanous machinations ; but, 
after being bafled in their laudable intentions^, 
they were, after great hazard, permitted to 
return in safety the next day to Wexford. 

Considering the defenceless state of the 
• country, and the existing circumstances of the 
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.^ifsf, tho sif^uMioA of th^ inewly appointed' 
i^ioitncil^ was far fmm etiviafble. It bectune 
thftlr duty to endeavour 30 avert tbe tremen«r 
d^uflly impending fi&te^ wbich threatened the 
countsjr with inevitable destrnctton, and 10^ 
e^stt themsdves to the utmoat of their ^wsty* 
t^ concert such measures, as wK^nld appear moslu 
likely, to piov« effednaU At such a critical 
pconod, thdr undertaking the arduous task^ 
must' be considered a^^ dielated by the purest 
sentiments of philantlMro|)y, as what other 
ppssifole motive could indRaoe- any one of them 
to'ptacehifini^tf in 9ueh a perilous situation^/ 
ata timfe that it was wdl known to* every 
iHaU' of rational ob^rvatldn, that the el^rts of 
the TJnited trish would not be attended with 
final success ?-**Thcy had indeed undertaken* 
a«m'ost difficu^lt task, although they hare not 
escaped the ^ens<ure of partisans of all sides;: 
who J while they venture* to express prejudiced 
opinions, have no conception of the then esuSt- 
ingstateof the country. In short, the Coun* 
del we^e placed in as embarrassing a predica- 
ment as can well be imagined, seemingly a€ 
the head of a refractory outrageous populace, 
whom they .anj^ously sought to rescue froiji 
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destruction, ^hile tbcse mostly count^ra^t^ 
tbeir best and most benevolent intentions, 
{loverer, when called on at this dangerous 
junaure, as. considered capable of applying. a 
remedy to the enormous evil^ all petty consid- 
erations vanished, and they undertook to meet 
the difficulty with firmness and resolution; 
and, when such nrgent necessity existed, any 
man should be de^ed an enemy to the human 
race, who would refuse to contribute all in bis 
power toward the.salvation of his countrymen. 
According to the nature ot the existing e?II^ 
so should be that of the counteracting mea« 
sures.—^rom this consideration, the Council 
did not think it rights for the. preservation of 
the people, to declare, or even in the smallest 
i^^ree, to allow their defenceless state. On 
the contrary, it was considered necessary, 
along with the endeavour to encourage genera! 
union and harmony, to appear to be, as 
much as possible, able and determined to 
adopt the most firm and decisive measured, 
with the view of obtaining the more favourabfe 
conditions for the people. 

-The critical situation of the Council, asf&r 
ai it regarded the managwieiit of th^ paopte 
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ihemsclves, may be Well exemplified by tbe 
following occurrence.* The town of Wexford, 
Being in a state of the utmost tranquillity, wal 
all at once thrown into the most violent coa« 
fusion and alarm, by a great cavalcade coming 
into it over the bridge, preceded by the blood- 
thirsty Dixon and his wife, who rode through 
nie streets; while he, with gesture and expres- 
sion the most outrageous, exhibited a fire- 
screen, ornamented with various emblematical 
figures, representing some heathen gods, witb 
orange bordering, fringe and tassels, wliich he 
represented as the insignia of an Orange 
Xfodge, and the figures be tremendously an- 
nounced as the representations of the tortures 
wHich tbe United Irish were to sufier from 
Qr^ngemen; calling on the people to take 
sj^al vengeance, as he produced to them, lie 
S^id, tbe discovery of the whole plot, found at 
Artramont, the seat of Colonel Lehunte. It 
is. impossible to describe the fury of the people 
pa this occasion, roused to the most violent 
pitch in an instant, and only to be accounted 
for on the principle of their supposition, or 
lather piersaasion, of their intended exlermina* 
»; vfaidi the 4q^t of .any thing qi^aiige 
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twakened in the most sensilire utaimef , abtti^ 
larljr to what has been before related, concern^ 
ing the Orange warrant or comtm«sian, and 
pitched cap diseovered in the barraeks of Weic* 
ferd.—^When Captain Dixon had, by this in* 
fiernal and' tomultuous conduct, assembled al^^ 
most ail the inhabitants of the town^ (whose 
phr^iiy on seeing the jomagc omamefits, an^ 
hearing bis assertions most desperately vOcife^ 
rated, it is impossible to describe,) he proceed- 
ed directly to the boase wherein the aged and 
respectable Colond Lehunte lodged, dragged 
liim out, and marched him down to the gaol» 
amidst a furious and enraged mob, by whom 
it is wonderful that his life was spared at the 
instant. 

The principal inhabitants immediately as- 
sembled, and very narrowly- escaped being all 
put to death ; for, as they met in the commit- 
tee-house, opposite which the mob had collec- 
ted, a common ruffian had the audacity to 
come in and iire a shot amidst them all, and 
actually arrested one of the council,, which so 
provoked a gentleman present, who ha^ened 
to have hia piUols about him, that he cocked, 
one of them, and was r^dy to shoot the fd- 
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lowi btii was fortunately prevented ; for it Ik 
believed, had the ruffiaa been shot, the.4e^ 
$traction of every one in the hoose wouH have 
•been the >inevitabl<e conseqaenoe. ^fae popu* 
lace at length p^millted tooare geatkmen t^ 
address tfaeon from the mndouvs, atid ift was a 
con^derabie time before they were able U> 
persuade them that M their fury and road* 
ness had proceeded from the exhibition of a 
fire-screen, on which were represented some 
lieathen gods, and which formed part of the 
ornaments of a room furnished three years 
before, with orange borderings and trim'* 
mingji, then considered the most fashionable 
mlour. . . 

On the 16th, the United army set out from 
their encampment at Limerick-hill to Carnew, 
where meeting with na farce, lo^lntecrupt their 
career, they proceeded as far as Tinehaly ; here 
they bad smart skirmishing with the army, 
from whom they took a great number of cattle, 
which they drove on before them, and encamp^ 
ed that night at Mount-pleasant. On their 
quitting Limerick-hill^ in the morning, the 
prisoners who were confined in Gorey, were 
thence brought to Vinegar-hill, from which 
they were conveyed under a strong escort, and 
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lodged in the gaol of Wexford. The dispoti- 
tHM&'of the Council » in not permitting anj oT 
the prisoners there confined to be brought out 
of the gaolsj where they were considered in 
perfect safety^ was well known, as many refa-^ 
tals had been made to demands of the kind 
from the country, when it was apprehended 
the intention was oot u» set them at liberty^ 
but to put them to death; in the present in* 
stance, therefore, this strong escort, which con? 
listed of Enniscorthy men, gave no intimation 
of any design until they got possession pf the 
gaol, while delivering the prisoners they had 
brought with them; but then, overpowerinn; 
the guards^ they forced away with them four men 
who had been very obnoxious to the people, an4 
with them quitted the town immediately^ i|^ 
order to afford no time to tescue the unforta- 
6ate victims from ttiem. The four devoted 
men were taken to Enniscorthy, where thej 
Vere the next morning put to death, tb« 
Wexford gunsmen having returned hom^ on 
the evening before, for during their stay ia 
that town, only one man suffered, soon after 
libmr arrival, and they would by no meant 
allow the repetition of such another deed, a& 
k«t been before pbierved* 
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pA tbe l€ili, sevjsral peciple from tl^e ncigk^ 
bourhood of Gorey^ formed a small^^ncap^f 
ment on Ask-hill* between Corey and Arklow!^ 
from, which last-'mentioned town, since the 
battle fought there, the troops issued with 
peculiar caution. On this day, howeyer a» 
troop of the Royal cavalry, had the fortitude 
to advance toward the little camp of the.. Uni- 
ted Irish. This wais at the time, very incon* 
siderahle as to numbers, having no more than 
a few hundred men equipped or fit for action » 
the rest having either dispersed or proceeded 
to Vlhegar-hill ; and, even half the remaining 
flumber precipitately fled at the approach of 
the cavalry ; while the other half, armed with 
lakes only, stripped to their shirts, to be 
tinencumbered in exertion, ran in full speed 
to tneet the cavalry, but these avoided the 
€^counter, and expeditiously retreated to Ark- 
low. The United Irish then retired from, 
Ask-hill, and moved into the country betweea 
©ulard and Wexford, and were distributed 
through the different houses in that neigh- 
bourhood. 

On Sunday, tjie 17th of June, a detachment 
qf 40D me^^ j^enl out firom the camp on Vinegar 
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mtl, lial ted in F^rnB imlir dftjr-breilk of tHe iStb, 
when they marched ibnmrd wit^ an intention 
of stormiis^ Newtown-Bftrry ; but meedng at 
Camolin the United Insh» who had aow^ quit- 
ted their station at Mount Fleaaant, they altet* 
^ their route and netu^ned to Vinegar hill>, 
while the main body of the others proceeded Un 
Carrigrew^ from whence they also moved, onf 
ihe next day , to Vinegar hill. 

On the morning of the 19tb, the encampment 
on Lacken-hill was attacked by a great military 
force which came out from Rose ; the X/nited 
Irish, being provided with little or no ammu-- 
nition, were obliged to retreat to the Three 
Rocks. 
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